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DESIGN AND PERFORMANCE

Dear reader,
The fascination of Porsche is based on a legendary draft design: the 911
flyline. The iconic silhouette has been modified, sharpened and perfected
for each model, but has always remained distinctive. It has won races.
And has set millions of hearts racing. However, it has never been an end in
itself. Ferdinand Porsche himself formulated the guiding principle – form
follows function. Until this day, no line has been left to chance. Everything has
been thought through down to the finest detail and tested a thousand times.
For minimal air resistance. High performance. And maximum attraction.
This is why the motto of this Porsche Experience Magazine is ‘Design and
Performance’. A symbiosis that can be discovered and enjoyed all over
the world – ideally with a Porsche. With the new Taycan, for example – on
the Porsche Ice Experience in the high north of Finland. Or as part of a
Porsche Travel Experience through Iceland. In the capital Reykjavík, the
avant-garde Harpa concert hall presents a unique combination of modern architecture, rugged volcanic landscape and an outstanding sound
experience. Namibia surprises visitors with attractions such as a glass
lodge in the heart of a red desert, topped with unforgettable panoramas.
The Porsche Track Experience focuses in particular on the track layout of
legendary circuits such as Spa-Francorchamps and Le Mans, taking
sports car excitement to the limit. The new Porsche Experience Center
Hockenheimring is also all about performance and invites visitors to
spend an adrenaline-fuelled day on the track, handling circuit and off-road
track with the latest Porsche models.
You will see that the excitement of Porsche can be experienced in many
different shapes and forms. Read on and join us on a journey from Africa
to the North Cape – in ten exciting chapters.
Bon voyage!
Your Porsche Experience team
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They are actually only frozen drops of
water. Countless ice crystals that together form a thick blanket of snow. Yet
they have an almost magical effect
on us. Wintercharm in Lapland. Close to
Finland’s largest and best-known winter
sport destination Levi, the hearts of
Porsche fans will be warmed in temperatures of down to –20 °C. 135 kilometres north of the Arctic Circle, a frozen
and perfectly groomed marshland
invites drivers to redefine their driving
limits. Spread across an area of 280
hectares featuring 16 handling circuits,
seven paddocks, six double circuits,
six figure eights and three flick squares.
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On a picture perfect December day in
the midst of the spellbinding Arctic
night, two proven drift experts line up at
the start – the new Porsche Taycan and
Richard Lietz. The successful Porsche
factory driver insisted on coming here
specially from faraway Bahrain – immediately after the FIA World Endurance
Championship (WEC) race in the Middle
East. On his 36th birthday, no less.
‘I couldn’t wish for a better present,’
Richard says, glowing with joy.

Even a professional like Richard is excited
by his first encounter with the Taycan.
The experienced endurance driver has
been part of the inner circle of Porsche
factory drivers since 2007. Shortly before his selection, he left a lasting impression with the Porsche engineers.
Never before had anybody driven the
996 GT3 so much to its limit on a test
drive. ‘That must be why Porsche wanted
to hire me so much,’ says Richard,
laughing. This GT3 still holds a special
importance for him – and is soon set
to be part of his own personal collection.
So, he certainly won’t be slowing down
in the Taycan either. Especially since

Richard represents Porsche each year
in the legendary highlight of the racing
season, Le Mans. Together with his team,
he has already lifted the huge GTE Pro
Class trophy three times.
He grew up surrounded by motorsports,
as his father had his own rally team. At
the tender age of ten, he claimed victory
in his very first ice race. To this day, this
challenging means of pushing a vehicle
to its limit remains the perfect preparation for the next season for Richard –
including on his first drive behind the
heated wheel of the Taycan.
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After a short wait in the cosy Porsche Lodge at the course, it’s finally time: the future
is here. It almost looks as though the fir trees are bowing down before the Taycan
under the heavy snowfall on their branches. But the Finnish winter wonderland takes
a back seat now. The exposed wings, the distinctive 911 flyline and the striking
tail of the Taycan with a continuous LED light strip are what capture the eye.
We climb inside and set off on the Porsche Light Drift – an out-of-this-world sight
in the midst of the snowy Arctic night. With the illuminated LED columns, it seems
almost like a modern Stonehenge. A sacred place for Porsche fans. The cathedral of
drifting. Suddenly, the spikes on the tyres make millimetre-cuts into the ice. The
game with the winter elements has begun. Richard makes a brave turn, using the
accelerator to guide the Taycan around the illuminated curve in a wild, but controlled,
drift. Those who are fortunate enough to experience the precise handling and the
amazing torque from the first metre alongside a three-time Le Mans champion will
immediately see what the Taycan is capable of. And how quickly their heart rate
can go through the roof.
‘The drift angles are extreme with the all-wheel drive. When a rear-wheel drive is
just about to begin a turn, you can build up even more lateral acceleration and drift
angle with the Taycan – and absorb the drift every single time,’ Richard explains
with a broad grin, making the tail dance even more in the vast, swirling cloud of snow.
‘I could do this all day long,’ he exclaims.
And who could fail to agree in the eye of this blizzard? Despite his excitement, Richard
exudes the same confident demeanour as the Taycan. Particularly on one of the
forest tracks, a winding path through snow-white woods. Every steering motion is
just right. Not a millimetre too much. Not a nuance too little. Even if the author
has the heart-stopping feeling that the beautiful front of the car may graze the inside
wall of snow at any moment. The Taycan makes full use of its power on the icy surface, enabling unparalleled lateral acceleration. The performance battery installed
in a deep position also ensures a very low centre of gravity, thus enabling increased
driving dynamics. Recuperation also does not slow down the driving enjoyment in any
way. Even Richard is completely unaware of it. Reaching speeds of up to 120 km/h,
we sprint practically silently along to the next icy bend on the densely forested course –
precisely on the racing line, zipping past the piled up walls of snow with centimetre
precision.
Back at the lodge, it comes as no surprise to anyone that Richard wants to take
part in as many Porsche Ice Experiences as he can with the new Porsche Taycan.
Whenever the packed race calendar allows, he will pass on his knowledge to the
participants. After the end of the Arctic night, the sun appears over the horizon once
again. Clearly, even it doesn’t want to miss the show at the Porsche Driving Area
Levi. Richard is in no doubt as to what the guests like most about Porsche: ‘Incredible
acceleration and an exceptionally linear all-wheel drive system that makes drifting
easy for the driver.’ It is just a matter of time before the Taycan takes its place beside
the 996 GT3 in his garage.
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of the wind, a trained eye for the kite, strength, concentration – and perfect coordination of all of these skills.
What appears easy feels for a beginner like unleashing the full power of the Taycan on a glassy sheet of ice. Anssi
has loved this feeling ever since his older brother introduced him to the still young sport back in 2007. Whenever
he has time, he goes to a frozen lake near his home town of Oulu in winter. Sailing close to the wind, his years of
experience are evident with every move. In the famous Ragnarok race with 300 participants, these skills got
him into the top 40, making him the highest-placed Finn in the event.

Finnish snowkiter Anssi Pesonen loves being out in the elements. The
feeling of mastering the wind. Of gliding over the ice at over 100 km/h.
Enjoying the feeling of weightlessness during flight. And following the
racing line through lustrous, white landscapes while drifting.

I T A L M O S T S E E M S L I K E T H E T AY C A N I S
T U G G I N G A T T H E O T H E R E N D O F T H E L I N E .
A S T H O U G H T H E L AW S O F P H Y S I C S C O U L D
BE SUSPENDED FOR JUST A FEW SECONDS.
A S I F T H E W I N D WA S C R E AT E D J U S T F O R
THIS – FOR SNOWKITING.

SKIING IN
FLIGHT MODE.

Maintaining his focus, he keeps the kite in the wind window, in the centre of which the wind is strongest. Double
the wind speed means quadruple the force. These are the perfect conditions for his speciality – speed kiting.
A daring combination of snowkiting and paragliding. The premier discipline of winter kiting. His personal record is
an impressive 104.8 km/h.
‘It’s all about finding the right spots,’ says Anssi, after he comes to a stop before the Taycan with a skilful drift.
‘You need to find a place where the wind is blowing in the optimal direction.’ Fortunately, there are lots of places
like this in Finland, including many still to be discovered. Hardangervidda in Norway and Col du Lautaret in France
are also perfect places for snowkiting. Before setting off on his next record attempt, Anssi climbs inside the electric
Taycan and shows that he is also immediately in his element here.

Snowkiting is one of the world’s most popular extreme sports. As
adrenaline-charged as dancing on ice in the first fully electric Porsche.
An exciting fusion of paragliding, windsurfing and skiing. Whether
it’s cruising on the powdery snow, freestyling with acrobatic leaps
or chasing records in the speed discipline, the possibilities for ice-cold
manoeuvres are practically endless.
Far better known than snowkiting is its direct predecessor – kitesurfing.
However, as far back as the beginning of the last century, some
daring souls took to their skis and sailed with the wind in the highlands
of Germany. From these beginnings, the art of ski sailing came into
being in the 1970s. A decade later came more and more attempts to
be propelled by a steerable sail using all sorts of devices, such as
canoes, water skis, alpine skis and roller skates. The experimental phase
culminated in the development of the kite buggy. Once the first
adventurers had conquered the beaches with this vehicle, surfers began looking at this technology. Kites are now even used on Arctic
expeditions to save energy on the difficult trips.
Snowkiting is a popular sport among early risers, as the wind conditions are best in the morning. This is why Anssi pumps up his tube
chute before sunrise. With a harness that resembles the type used in
climbing, he connects himself to the flying kite via 25-metre-long
lines. ‘Snowkiting is 80 per cent kiting and 20 per cent ski control,’
says Anssi, bringing the kite into the power zone with a tug on the
bar, the control element. He steers confidently into a perfect figure
eight, the sine wave, and sets off. Sine waves require a keen sense
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Scan the QR code on the left and watch
how Anssi handles the elements.
experience.porsche.com/taycanonice

Ice Experience

THE NEXT LEVEL OF THE PORSCHE ICE
E XPERIENCE GOES BY THE NAME OF
ICE FORCE AND IS AN ENDUR ANCE TEST
F O R M AT E R I A L S – A N D F O R P E O P L E .
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Close to the Arctic Ocean. The temperatures have risen unexpectedly over night.
The layer of ice on the route has thawed somewhat. It’s like frozen food that you
forgot to put back in the freezer.
‘It’s very slippery today. The soft ice produces a very greasy surface. The conditions
are very extreme. But that’s why we’re here,’ says instructor Dennis mischievously.
‘We might have wished for a better start to day one, but this is Ice Force after all, and
not a Sunday afternoon drive,’ says Dennis. The Dutch racing driver of the ADAC GT
Masters series stands with a walkie-talkie at the square paddock course. Along with
seven other instructors, he is the director of this northerly, icy activity close to the
Finnish skiing hub of Levi. With a calm voice, he speaks on his walkie-talkie to the
drivers who have to master the slippery course. He has been an instructor for
14

Porsche for two years. His sports car for today, a white
Porsche 911 Carrera 4 GTS (type 991), is parked in
a forest clearance behind him. The other Porsche in
action include further 911 Carrera 4 GTS, various
911 Carrera 4 and a selection of 911 Turbo S models.
But as simple as it all may look from the outside and as
idyllic as the winter landscape of the north of Finland
may appear to all the participants, the challenges of day
one are written on everybody’s faces.
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While the first winter act of the Porsche Ice Experience
involves getting to know the country and the local
people, the second stage of Ice Force focuses purely
on driving enjoyment. This is quickly evident to all:
sports car training without the frills. The Porsche cockpit
is home from morning to evening. The accelerator
and brake are often used in quick succession. Even when
the 40 participants visit the log cabins off the six
courses during breaks in order to thaw out briefly and
refresh themselves, in their minds, they are already
well on the next route. They are all petrol heads, after
all. They have come from Australia, Russia, Ukraine,
Denmark and Germany, but they all speak one language:
Porsche.
During the welcome evening, a few of the participants
explain calmly, but determinedly, why they are here –
to drive and to drift. This quickly brings a smile to the
face of the Porsche Experience Supervisor, of course.
They will all find what they are looking for. May the force
be with you. A packed programme lies in store over
the next three days. In the briefing tent beside the hotel,
everybody will learn about the attributes of the different
courses and their difficulty levels as well as how the
911 handles on the ice before starting. Racing driver
Dennis stands in front of a white canvas on which a
white Porsche 911 is projected. ‘The weight of the engine
in the rear plays a particularly key role in ensuring
correct handling on ice,’ he explains. ‘There is a weight
of up to 429 kilos on the rear tyres alone when the
vehicle is at rest. This can be twice as high on individual
wheels during drifts. And it’s same for braking and
accelerating,’ says Dennis.
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Two Australian participants quickly lighten the mood
from the theoretical instruction. After Dennis says that
people do not enjoy voluntarily initiating drift manoeuvres in everyday life, Chris points to his friend James
from Victoria, who is sitting beside him, and says:
‘That’s not really true. James always likes to do that at
motorway exits.’ A roar of laughter. Chris and James
have been good friends for 35 years. ‘Naturally, we got
to know one another on a race track. I got my official
racing licence at Calder Park Raceway in Melbourne in
1982,’ says Chris, who works in Hong Kong and drives
a Porsche 911 Turbo (type 997) in the bustling metropolis. Defying expectations, the two reveal that their
wives play an important role in their automotive passion,
and they would perhaps not be here without them.
‘If it were up to my wife, I’d have another Porsche long
ago,’ says James, who has a 911 Carrera GTS (type
997) in his garage at home. ‘And it was my wife who
reminded me to take part in Ice Force. If you haven’t
signed up within a few hours of the event opening, you’ve
missed your chance,’ Chris explains.
Chris shows off his driving skills on each of the courses.
‘Handling circuits 9, 10 and 11 are really good fun. And
the 911 Turbo S with rear-axle steering – epic! It really
brings all its great power to the track.’
Adam from New Zealand is another fan who is excited
about the icy days ahead. Despite the 28-hour flight
he took to get here. He would like to fly a little further
here. ‘In the timed drive, I’d have liked another lap with
the 911 Turbo S. I’ve really learned to appreciate all the
technical features such as Porsche Stability Management here. Especially when I switch them off,’ says Adam
with a wink. ‘I drive a Lamborghini in Auckland, but
my next sports car will definitely be a Porsche, that’s for
sure,’ says Adam, glowing with enthusiasm.
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‘The technical superiority of the Porsche 911 Turbo S is well known,
but the all-wheel system of the 911 Carrera 4 models is often
underestimated here in particular. Many people don’t want an
assistance system, but the individual distribution of power
across all four wheels can add to the fun factor,’ explains Micha,
one of the instructors, as he chases the Porsche 911 Carrera 4
GTS across handling circuit number 11, shifts down gears in a
fraction of a second and heads into the next corner. ‘Previously
the only option was 45 degrees, but now a Porsche 911 Carrera 4
has expanded the drift angle to 90 degrees,’ Micha explains, as
the 911 glides through the corner as though on an invisible string.

From a distance, the silhouette of the sports car seems to melt into the snowy
Finnish landscape. After several laps, Micha parks up the 911 Carrera 4 and examines
the spikes on the wheels. It is finally snowing again and the temperatures are what
you would expect: rock bottom. ‘They must be about 1.5 millimetres …,’ says Micha,
estimating the thickness of his spikes and touching the sharp metal pins. Quick
check: correct. There are around 200 spikes on each tyre. Up to four millimetres
ensure ideal grip – and roughly brushed ice. ’Spikes are essential up here. They’re
the direct contact with the smooth ice. And they transfer the performance of the
boxer engine perfectly to the road. Try to run even just five metres over the ice in
shoes, and you won’t get far,’ says Micha.
‘I’m delighted about the improvements the drivers are making here every day.
Nowhere else do you get such honest and direct feedback,’ he says enthusiastically.
‘Some drivers come back here multiple times!’ The Australians also hope to be
back here next year. In total, 25 people have come to icy Lapland from more temperate climes.
‘Some people go on skiing holidays. We drive Porsche. It’s a similar feeling,’ Chris
philosophises on the last evening, looking back over the last few days. ‘Some of us
even have aching muscles,’ he says happily. Steen from Denmark bids farewell with
a weary, but happy, smile. ‘It was crazy. The 911 managed everything. It’s practically
unstoppable!’
Nobody said it was going to be easy. The Porsche Ice Experience Ice Force is not
a Swedish ball pit, but is the Finnish way of working up a sweat. With dazzling
sports cars rather than birch twigs. Ferdinand Alexander Porsche said it well: a 911
isn’t simply driven; it must be mastered.
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TIME
TO HEAT
UP
IN FINLAND, IT IS MORE THAN JUST A TEMPLE OF WELLNESS. HERE,
IT IS A CULTURAL TREASURE, A FAMILY RESORT AND SOMETIMES
EVEN A CONFERENCE ROOM – THE SAUNA. WELCOME TO THE FINNISH
ART OF SWEATING.

20

The alder wood has been burning in the stove of the log cabin for six hours. All of the
windows and doors are bolted shut. Just a hole in the floor ensures that the fire stays
alive. It crackles and fizzles. ‘This is our way of heating up. We need to reach 150°C to
make sure that everything heats up nicely,’ explains Saija Rantakokko, owner of the
hot resort in Immelkartano in Lapland. The Finn briefly holds her breath and opens the
heavy wooden doors. A white cloud rises up. As the fog clears, a cosy room reveals
itself inside – with solid wooden benches made from polar spruce, flamed panelling
and a black stone floor. Saija opens the shutters and unfolds views of the winter
landscape at the foot of the Levi ski slopes. ‘The first guests arrive in two hours, it will
be between 60 and 70 degrees here then,’ says the native Finn.
Going to the sauna has a long tradition in Finland. The word sauna even comes from
the Finnish language and means a sweating room. It is over 1,500 years since a Finn first
sat inside an enclosed room and lit a fire, purely with the aim of sweating.
‘The smoke sauna is the oldest type of sauna. In the past, the Finns even gave birth
in smoke saunas. It was both the warmest and the most sterile place,’ Saija says
passionately. Once it has heated up, the heat can still be felt for five days thanks to a
particularly hard stone which can only be found in Lapland and which is capable of
storing heat for a very long time.
‘Of course, we also have the modern type of sauna, just over there,’ says Saija, pointing
to an illuminated wooden cabin on the frozen lake of Immeljärvi. Two Yamaha 50 PS
boat engines carry the sauna houseboat across the lake during summer. ‘People then
go fishing, swimming or simply enjoy the tranquillity in the middle of the lake. There
are even companies that rent it out and carry out important negotiations there,’ says
the sauna boss. Going to the sauna brings people together.
From a medical perspective, going to the sauna is associated with healing powers.
The physical process in the body is quite simple. As the skin temperature rises to up to
40 degrees and the body’s core temperature rises by up to two degrees, this simulates the feeling of a fever in the body. The body responds by activating its defence
cells. The blood vessels expand, the heart rate increases and the muscles relax. The
body begins to sweat in order to cool down. If this process continues, water is released
from the muscles and the connective tissue to cool the body down more. This water
finally enters the bloodstream and, with it, metabolic waste substances that had been
deposited in the tissue. During a long visit to the sauna, the body can lose up to
500 millilitres of water. It is therefore important to cool down. By leaping into the
ice-cold water, for example. The vessels in the body contract in a flash, and you feel
as though reborn. Near the end, you should make up for the fluid you have lost. The
Finns have no objection to a beer. In any case, there are a few bottles waiting in
the cool Immeljärvi lake.

Jason Levinthal is up early. A little unusual for a skier and snowboarder.
Levinthal has already brought his 13-year-old son to school. He takes a sip of
coffee, his fourth cup of the day. It’s 6.20 a.m. and he fishes the story out of
his head quite sharply. Levinthal’s business idea was born in an institution that
has produced many pioneers – an American garage. In 1995, Levinthal, then
aged 25, decided to create the best ski of his life. A snowboard, in actual fact.
Or rather, both, a ski and snowboard.
At the University of Buffalo in the state of New York, Levinthal, in one of his
final semesters studying engineering, decided to build a ski that combined two
important features – the speed of an alpine ski and the performance of a
snowboard. Just like how Ferdinand ‘Ferry’ Porsche was unable to find the sports
car he was looking for, Levinthal was missing a special level of performance
beneath his feet, so he created it himself. ‘In the 80s and 90s, there were
generally only two options for guys like me – either skis or snowboard. Skiing
was seen as a bit uncool. Snowboarding was trendier. I wanted to have both,’
Levinthal explains. ‘So, during the summer holidays I went to my parents’ garage
and pottered away on my first boards.’ Levinthal created two very unusual
shapes out of maple wood, resin and polyethylene. What looked like experimental design was actually based on an age-old principle – form follows
function. Unlike a ski, both ends were curved upwards. They were also only
about half as long as regular skis, but were the same width. Levinthal then
spent a lot of time in the snowboard parks in winter carrying out his first tests.
‘Skiers were often looked down upon there, as it was a slope for acrobats on
one board. Some people even threw snowballs at me, but when I made my
first jump, their mouths fell open,’ Levinthal says with a grin. However, it was
some time before personal success on the slopes brought with it the income

that Levinthal needed. After all, he needed to earn enough to move out of the
garage. A trade fair in Las Vegas seemed like the perfect place for Levinthal
to tell the rest of the world about his skis. ‘I presented my first design there.
My uncle paid for the flight ticket. I was there as a one-man enterprise
alongside giants like Rossignol. I was like David versus Goliath’, the skiersnowboarder recalls.
A few weeks later, Levinthal suddenly received the call from a copy and fax
business: ‘A Japanese businessman had seen my ski design at the exhibition
and was so enthralled by it that he ordered 1,000 units right away. By fax,’
Levinthal explains as though it were yesterday.
Levinthal’s first skiboard label was born: Line. His freestyle ski was soon available
in every leading sporting goods store. He had given skiers the coolness they
were looking for through increased performance. However, as a full-blooded
entrepreneur, he began to dislike the regular nature of the orders coming in
and the monotony of the job. ‘Eventually, you reach a glass ceiling. You can see
the horizon, but you can’t go any further,’ Levninthal says, explaining his decision
at the time. He wanted to start again from the beginning, so he founded
his next company and called it ‘J’ (www.jskis.com). ‘I love staying small and
spontaneous. We only produce skiboards on request and various artists and
graphic designers give each board the sense of expressionism that users like to
show off on the slopes. In this way, we create truly unique items. Every board
is unique. We have fans all over the world,’ says Levinthal.
Levinthal’s secret formula for the proper flow of an idea: ‘Do what you love
and believe in yourself and in your product. Especially if someone throws snowballs at you.’

R EVOLUTION ON SNOW
BEFORE THE APRÈS-SKI SCENE BECAME TOO
DREARY FOR HIM, THE AMERICAN JASON
L E V I N T H A L B R O U G H T L O T S O F WA X T O A L P I N E
SKIING – ALONG WITH ENDLESS COOLNESS.
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IT’S NOT JUST IN FINL AND AND
CHINA WHERE YOU CAN E XPLORE
THE LIMITS OF DRIVING PHYSICS
ON SNOW AND ICE – BUT ALSO
CANADA.

As the saying goes: if you live in Canada, you really do need to like winter. The training area
at Mécaglisse in the province of Quebec might even make you love this season. With
numerous differences in elevation and three demanding handling routes, it attracts Porsche
enthusiasts and ambitious drivers from all over the world to the Laurentian mountains.
Here in the extreme conditions, you can hone your personal driving skills with the help of
experienced instructors – at a Porsche Ice Experience.

DRIFT SEASON IN

Members of the Monticello Motor Club have no intention of giving up their favourite
leisure activity just because it’s winter. That’s why, for four whole days, the petrolheads
from near New York live and breathe their passion in Canada as part of a Porsche Ice
Experience. The programme: adrenaline-charged and intense. Following a short briefing,
the first participants are already showing off their drifts on the gleaming white covering
of snow. A slalom section, braking with the left foot and the principles of handling give a
hint as to what might follow, including drift combinations in a figure of 8, countless laps
of the dreamlike forest circuit and as the icing on the cake, a gymkhana under the floodlights. The aim of this tournament of skill is to complete a course with various obstacles
as quickly as possible using targeted drift manoeuvres.

But if there’s one thing experienced winter sports enthusiasts know, it’s this: it all depends
on the right balance between tension and relaxation. That’s why the gastronomic highlights in a cosy atmosphere ensure that participants can enjoy a well-deserved balance.
The young chef of the restaurant Recto-Verso spoils the palates of drift-loving gourmets
with a modern interpretation of regional cuisine. Trips to explore the picturesque surroundings are also possible. It takes a lot of practise before the participants’ rally flicks start
looking as though they’re old hands at it. But that’s exactly why they’re here – and they
savour every minute on the snow and ice with the sports cars from Zuffenhausen until
it’s time for the farewell meal.

porscheexperience.ca
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Ice Experience

ICE FORCE
DUR ATION
DATES

5 days
See website for latest information

HIGHLIGHTS
Experience five intensive days with a particularly high proportion
of driving and improve your performance on snow and ice on the
Porsche Driving Area in Levi.
D A Y 0 1 Individual arrival at Kittilä Airport, transfer to Levi
Panorama Hotel, followed by welcome and dinner together.
D A Y 0 2 Driving safety and driving dynamics briefing, then
transfer to Porsche Driving Area, slalom circle training and lane
change training, figure of 8 and flick square, lunch at the track,
afternoon includes figure of 8 and flick square, handling course, big
slalom training and rally flick, dinner in a traditional restaurant.
D A Y 0 3 Continuation of driving programme: handling course
with lunch at the track in between, handling course, dinner together
with the instructors in style on the Porsche Experience site.
D A Y 0 4 Continuation of driving programme: handling courses
and handling training in the forest, lunch at the track in between,
farewell dinner at the Gold Digger Bar & Lounge in the evening.
D A Y 0 5 Organised transfer to Kittilä Airport and individual
return journey.

They are already some of the most advanced drivers on ice
and now want to dare to try more: to this end, Porsche also
offers the Ice Force Pro and Special Ice Cup.

porsche.com/iceexperience
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We’ll ac c e lerat e
your emotions

GASTRONOMY AND
CONFERENCES

At the Porsche Experience Center Hockenheimring.

DRIVING PLEASURE
AND GASTRONOMIC
ENJOYMENT
Porsche and motorsport have long been
mentioned in the same breath – and
are now entering an even closer relationship thanks to the Porsche Experience
Center Hockenheimring. An authentic
experience has been created at the
heart of this Grand Prix track that offers
everything that the Porsche name
promises. It allows drivers to explore
their own limits on a 2.8 kilometre long
handling course, an off-road course
with gradients of up to 80% and a large
dynamic surface. Numerous Porsche
models are also available for exciting test
laps on the track, as well as virtual
driving simulators for additional training
units. Together with an exquisite
gastronomic offer and a varied event
programme, the Porsche Experience
Center Hockenheimring is sure to quickly
become a new coveted place for Porsche
drivers and enthusiasts, Porsche clubs
and lovers of classics, as well as motor
sports fans and pleasure drivers.

The highest quality, unforgettable experiences and pure exclusivity – Porsche
meets the expectations of its customers
off the track as well. The restaurant
and café spoil gourmets with gastronomic
creations of the highest standards. But
the most extraordinary ingredient here is
the view of the handling track. A panorama that will give any event a special
atmosphere. Flexible conference rooms,
several event spaces and two large roof
terraces offer lots of options for tailoring
the time you spend in the Porsche Experience Center Hockenheimring to suit
your needs. For a day that will remain
in your memory for a long time to come.

IDEAL LINES AND
BRAKING POINTS
The experience programmes are perfectly tailored to the tracks of the Porsche
Experience Center Hockenheimring –
and of course to the desires of real
Porsche fans. On the handling course, for
example, visitors can experience an
adrenaline-charged ride in a Porsche 911
as a “co-pilot” alongside a professional
instructor. Under the guidance of an experienced instructor, participants in
the “Pilot” experience programme can
attempt to get close to the ideal line
themselves. “Mix Pilots” have the opportunity to compare two Porsche models
directly with each other. And with the
“Accelerate” programme, the handling
course becomes a race track – thanks
to the maximum performance of the
Porsche GT models.

ADVICE AND
ENTHUSIASM
Passion for Porsche times three: in the
foyer, visitors can find out everything
about the latest model ranges and experience the Porsche myth at first hand in
the newest models. On the second floor,
legendary racing cars and classics catch
the eye. The roof terrace offers a unique
view of the various tracks and training
areas – and thus of the entire Porsche
model range in all its sporting glory.

Scan the QR code and get an exciting insight into
the opening event of ‘Sportscar Together Day 2019’.
experience.porsche.com/pechockenheim
porsche-experiencecenter-hockenheimring.de

28

Tr a c k E x p e r i e n c e

UNDER
CONTROL:
THE DRIFT
HOW CAN YOU MASTER A DRIF T?
A WEEKEND FOCUSING ON DRIVING PHYSICS:
WELCOME TO g-FORCE TR AINING.

30

Dew still lies over the landscape. On the Bosch company test site that lies
80 kilometres to the north of Stuttgart in Boxberg, Baden, tough battles are
already being fought. Porsche 911 Carrera S models of the new 992 generation
are being driven through several artificially watered cornering tracks on
25 hectares of asphalt, flanked by a 3 kilometre long steep bend for high-speed
driving. Some pilots master them in textbook fashion, others turn on their
own axis or catapult the cones to the edge of the field.

Racing yellow, Miami blue, lava orange and even lizard green are all repre‘You certainly won’t learn how to execute the perfect drift in two days, but
sented here: the dazzling 911 Carrera S models captivate every enthusiast.
you can get close to it’, explains Porsche Experience Supervisor Steve.
30 participants from more than eight countries have come to Boxberg in
When asked whether this is simply a fast adventure with high entertainment
Baden-Württemberg to learn how to drift. This is a driving technique used
value, he answers: ‘Turning a Porsche sideways is not an art. The art is
especially in rallying. The general goal: in a drift, intentional oversteer is the
to hold the Porsche in longitudinal and transverse motion and thus control
aim, with the actual goal being control over the vehicle in as many situations
the drift. In real life, this can mean you are able to drive to the highest
as possible. In real life, this can help when driving round a bend on a slippery
standard of safety’. The extensive drift is approached step by step on various
road. On safe race tracks, it’s all about pure driving pleasure. During the drift
artificially watered courses. Starting with the so-called handling course,
manoeuvre, the steered front wheels point in the direction of travel and the
where the participants get their first feel for the new 911 on the curve, through
rear wheels slide over the asphalt in a controlled manner. A rear-wheel drive
a slalom course and an abrupt evasive situation at high speed to a drift
Porsche, of course, requires a lot of skill and feeling in the “throttle foot”, as
manoeuvre by releasing the brake as well as a drift action that requires
the thrust comes from behind.
bravely stepping on the accelerator pedal. The g-forces acting on the
body during each of these manoeuvres are enormous. By definition, gravity
is the load exerted on a body or object when the size and/or direction of
the speed changes abruptly or sharply.

Continued on page 36
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BL ACK

GOLD

I T I S T H E M O S T I M P O R TA N T C O N N E C T I O N A P O R S C H E H A S T O
T H E R O A D. W I T H O U T I T, P E R F O R M A N C E I S W O R T H N OT H I N G .
A N D W I T H I T, S A F E T Y I S E V E R Y T H I N G . A H O M AG E TO T Y R E S .
For a tyre to become a Porsche tyre, it has to travel a long, wet and winding
road. Strict legal regulations with regard to rolling resistance, rolling noise
and wet grip properties on the one hand and fine tuning to Porsche’s typical
driving behaviour on the other hand place the highest demands on every
newly developed set of tyres. And even that isn’t enough: ‘At Porsche, each
model series has a tyre individually adapted to suit it’, explains Carsten,
Head of Tyre Development at Porsche.
‘The development of each tyre starts a good four years before the start of
production of a new Porsche’, explains Carsten. ‘Close cooperation with
selected tyre manufacturers is essential in achieving our goals. Only when a
tyre meets all the targets does Porsche give its blessing to the tyre by
awarding it an N mark’.

For the Porsche 911, for example, which draws its power from the
rear, the front axle must guarantee a direct response. In an extended
drift, such as that required in the Porsche Track Experience
g-Force training, this is a high stress test for the tyre – and the driver.
‘Winter tyres are the best when learning how to drift. The tread
pattern in combination with a softer rubber compound offers a little
less grip compared to the high performance summer tyre, so it
makes drifting a little easier for our participants here in Boxberg’,
explains Instructor Lars once again.
There has been huge technological progress in tyre development
over the past few decades. From innovative tread designs and
optimised material properties to new production technologies. Every
Porsche has its own tailor-made shoe. And it doesn’t pinch anywhere. Not even when carrying out the desired drift.
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g-F O R C E
Participants in the Boxberg g-Force training course receive both theoretical and practical support from instructors, all of whom either have
a professional career as racing drivers behind them or hold a position
with Porsche in its development teams.
‘It’s great to see how the participants here get involved and what
progress they make. And the fun factor isn’t neglected either. But in the
end, two days of g-Force training is beneficial to everyone’s safety’,
explains one instructor. ‘Hey, you’ve still got the PSM on!’, he shouts
into his walkie-talkie, which every pilot in his group is connected to.
Finally, this 911 drifts as well.

‘Well done’, enthuses Lars. When required, he can call up specialist knowledge that leaves every petrolhead in awe. ‘If you’ve got a good feel
in your left foot, you can brake with your left like real racing drivers do.
But out on the road we don’t do this, simply to avoid the throttle and
brake pedal being pressed at the same time. The great thing about the
911 is that it tells you pretty much directly what driving conditions
you’re in at that moment. Look where you want to go, aim for the right
direction – even in a bend’, explains Lars.

DUR ATION
DATES

2 days
See website for latest information

Louis from Heidelberg clearly stands out in this group of participants.
Not just because today’s his 19th birthday, but also because he achieves
the cleanest drifts. ‘The instructors’ guidance is simply amazing. I love
the new 911, the interior is wonderful and performance simply overwhelming. I’m sure I have a bit of an advantage because of the time
I’ve spent karting’. Later Louis reveals that, at the age of eight, he set
two lap records in Monaco: this is a rookie par excellence.

Colm from the USA, on the other hand, has already attended lots of
events. He took part in his first Porsche Experience in Birmingham in
the state of Alabama in 2003. The event was hosted by Porsche Cars
North America at the Barber Motorsports Park, where the Indy Series
also takes place. In response to being asked why he keeps coming
back, he answers with a twinkle in his eye: ‘A lot of people say that if
Porsche has the best instructors, you should be able to master it all
at some point’. So why do you keep coming back to take part? ‘Because
they have the best instructors’.

HIGHLIGHTS
Learn the high art of lateral acceleration on two intensive driving
days and improve your drift performance in exciting section training
sessions on 25 hectares of asphalt in Boxberg, Baden.
D AY O F A R R I VA L
Dinner and accommodation at Landhotel Edelfinger Hof if desired.
D AY 0 1
The shuttle bus will take you from the Landhotel Edelfinger Hof to the
Boxberg test centre early in the morning. Following a personal welcome
and theory briefing, the section training will begin in small groups. After
lunch, g-Force training will be continued in the afternoon. In the
evening, the transfer service will take you back to the hotel where you
can enjoy dinner with the rest of the group following an aperitif.
D AY 0 2
At around 8.40 a.m., the 20-minute transfer will again take you from the
hotel to the training area. From 9 a.m.-5 p.m., the second part of the g-Force
training will take place, including lunch together. Following the end of the
training and the handing over of the certificates, you can either take the shuttle
bus back to the Landhotel Edelfinger Hof or depart straight from Boxberg.

porsche.com/trackexperience
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VIVE
LE
MANS!
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AN E XCEP TIONAL WEEK.
13.626 KILOMETRES OF
LEGEND, ADRENALINE AND
SPEED. 24 HOURS THAT MAKE
HISTORY AGAIN AND AGAIN.
LE MANS IS MORE THAN
JUST A RACE – ESPECIALLY
FOR THE PARTICIPANTS IN A
PORSCHE TRACK EXPERIENCE
FRANCE TRAINING SPECIAL.

Since 1923, the country roads south of Le Mans have
The individual tips of the instructors can be heard
been transformed into a unique circuit. For seven days, over the radio again and again. At the end of the first
the city at the confluence of the Sarthe and Huisne
session, they pass on even more of their knowledge
rivers becomes the Mecca of motor racing. The legend- and explain in detail how everyone can improve in a
ary endurance race pushes both man and machine to targeted manner. A break to recover before the second
their limits. The records at Le Mans are often set for
and third rounds is helped along by the little delieternity. The fastest qualifying lap – driven in a Porsche cacies offered in the Porsche Experience Center. The
962 in just 3:14.8 minutes – has remained unchanged race management also have a treat in store for this
in the history books since 1985. With a total of 19
exclusive group of drivers: The start of the third session
victories, Porsche has an even greater success story is allowed to take place right in front of the main
to boast about.
grandstand. Le Mans couldn’t get more exciting or
authentic than this.
Anyone who dreams of going round the demanding
circuit themselves has just two options: a career as The concluding hot lap with a personal instructor
a racing driver or the Le Mans training special by
at the wheel gives a taste of what the racers have to
Porsche Track Experience France. Porsche is the only do during qualifying. But there’s still just enough
manufacturer to offer its customers the opportunity
time until the actual racing drivers start jostling for the
to sit just a few centimetres above the asphalt and
best starting positions to take a look behind the scenes:
experience the legend that is Le Mans. And this is
in the paddock, the media room and a visit to the
why, at the 87th edition of the race, excited Porsche race management office. Porsche has reserved amazing
fans from all over the world gather in the Porsche
seats for its VIP guests for the qualifying today: in a
Experience Center right next to the track. After a short helicopter – for a flight over the track – and on panobriefing and being introduced to the experienced
rama seats on the second floor of the Porsche Exinstructors, including a former Le Mans participant,
perience Center. The actual highlight of the week along
they head straight to the cars. First item on the
with 250,000 other enthusiastic spectators is yet to
agenda: the optimum seating position in the Porsche come: the race. Porsche enthusiasts can enjoy it while
911 GT3. This is key in maintaining control of the
sipping a glass of champagne in the VIP area of the
high-performance sports cars at all times: in the tight Zuffenhausen sports car manufacturer – and from tohairpin bends, the chicanes and at high speed on
day onwards, they can count themselves part of the
the almost five-kilometre straight, the Ligne Droite des illustrious circle of “Le Mans participants” in a special
Hunaudières.
way. If you want to be a part of this circle too, you
need to apply in good time. The most important driver
And a few minutes later, they’re off: each Porsche
information for the next training special of the
driver follows their personal instructor onto the track – Porsche Track Experience France can be requested
and approaches the ideal line and braking points at
from info@porsche-experience-center.fr.
their own pace.
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O N C E A Y E A R , T H E P O R S C H E T R A C K E X P E R I E N C E TA K E S P L A C E I N
S PA-F R A N C O R C H A M P S , O N E O F T H E H I G H L I G H T S O F T H E A N N UA L T R A I N I N G
CALENDAR. THE AIM HERE IS TO MASTER THE VEHICLE P
 E R F E C T LY
AND IMPROVE DRIVING PERFORMANCE. AND SHOW A LIT TLE COURAGE.
E S P E C I A L LY I N T H E C U R V E S .

SPA
40

It does not forgive any mistakes and is the epitome
of perfection: Eau Rouge. Downhill, an almost 18 per
cent gradient, left, right, it’s like there’s a mountain
growing in real time in front of you. Compression, flying
blind. One of the most famous courage-testing curves
in the world. Love it or hate it. It’s 6.13 a.m. The fog lifts
over the Ardennes, the sun slowly rises through the
dense forest towards the S-curve, light wind makes the
fir needles on the trees ripple and we can hear a noise
like a turbine moving at several thousand revolutions
per minute in far distance. Later, when Porsche sports
cars, GT models and 911s drive through the 21 bends of
the 7,004 metre long track, the trees will patiently
dampen the sound of the engines and tyres.
The Circuit de Spa-Francorchamps is a historic circuit
in the French-speaking Walloon region of Belgium,
situated just 20 kilometres from the German border.
The track has been given the nickname “Ardennes
roller coaster”, not least because of its topography and
the high centrifugal forces in some passages. The
circuit will celebrate its 100th anniversary in 2020.
Race track aside, Spa itself also has an exciting history.
Although the town has just 10,000 inhabitants, it is
already known worldwide for its name – a synonym for
wellness. Even as early as the 18th century, famous
guests trusted in the healing effect of the approximately
300 springs.
Continued on page 48
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AT THE SOURCE

spa guests. “Reine” is low in mineral salts and suitable
Spa is the abbreviation of “sanus per aquam”, or health
for drinking cures, “Marie-Henriette” has a high iron
through water. Three letters that are considered a global
and carbonic acid content, which is why it looks reddish.
synonym for the oldest forms of wellness: spa baths
“Clémentine” is rich in bicarbonate and calcium and,
and drinking cures. ‘Water cleanses the body and makes
thanks to its natural carbonic acid, can reduce blood
it run efficiently’, explains Séverine Philippin, General
pressure when applied to the skin, as well as loosen
Director of Les Thermes de Spa.
up the joints.
A panoramic glass cable car takes spa guests from
Spa to the Colline d’Annette et Lubin mountain above
the town, situated just 15 kilometres from the race
track. From a bird’s eye perspective, the spa, which was
opened in 2004, looks like a snail shell, the roof resembling that of the Caracalla Spa in Baden-Baden.
Struts span the roof like an ornament and the sun
can be seen through it at almost any time of day.
There are about 300 spring sources embedded deep in
the Ardennes. Water from three of these is used for
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These healing effects were already widely known about
in 1717, when Tsar Peter the Great visited the spa. After
he recommended it in aristocratic circles, many spa
guests subsequently came to Belgium to take the waters.
Today, visitors are not just interested in the healing
springs, but also in the historic buildings such as the
Casino with the Kursaal dating from 1920, the original
spa building from 1862 and the town hall from 1762.

THE
COURAGE BEND
Your heart rate starts to rise as soon as you start the car up. A sloping road leads into
the dip, a drop, a slight left turn, then a right turn with a gradient of almost 18 per
cent. The start feels like you’re flying, full throttle downhill, the world-famous curve
combination looks for a short moment like a sickle with a long handle.

R AIDI LL

ON

EA

UR
OU

It’s a little like aiming and calculating how to hold your breath so you can sneak up
on somebody even more quietly. It rears its head in front of you like a wall, the Raidillon
de l’Eau Rouge. Raidillon for steep slope, Eau Rouge for red water, named after
the river here, which is fed with ferrous water from a spring. The name is too long, the
passage too quick, so it’s simply known as Eau Rouge. Short like “courage bend”.
Three syllables. You don’t have much time to think about anything and already Eau
Rouge is pressing you into your seat, all that crazy compression, the g-Forces clawing
wildly at both vehicle and driver. Don’t mess it up now, every inch counts, precision
is required now more than ever. The car seems to fly for a short moment. Everything
becomes light, the vehicle lifts off its springs, your heart rate hits the roof. Flying
blind. No room for error.

GE

The feeling of having perfectly mastered Eau Rouge: indescribable. Maximum momentum achieved. The Kemmel straight as a form of recovery. Full throttle. Uphill.

‘EAU ROUGE IS ONE OF MY FAVOURITE CURVES; YOU CAN’T SEE WHERE
IT’S GOING. THE MIGHTY CURVE BUILDS UP IN FRONT OF YOU AND
MASSIVE g-FORCES ARE AT WORK. THE ATTRACTION OF HITTING THE
EXIT OPTIMALLY IS EXTREMELY HIGH. IF YOU MANAGE IT, YOU’LL GET
MAXIMUM MOMENTUM ON THE NEXT UPHILL STRAIGHT. INDESCRIBABLE’.

MATTEO CAIROLI
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‘The Porsche Track Experience has a long tradition at Porsche and was established as
the “Porsche Sports Driving School” back in 1974’, explains Sabine, who is responsible
for the project on the Porsche side. ‘We are in Spa once a year with a maximum of
48 participants, and the track here is definitely a highlight for everyone’, she continues.
After all, it has a certain myth about it that is hard to put into words. Those who
have completed the previous training levels Precision and Performance can further
improve their driving skills at the two-day Master Training.
‘The race track is made for a strong Porsche’, explains Jens, who, together with
Swen as supervisor, manages the driving programme. ‘Here, it’s not about setting
records, but ensuring safety at all times, even at higher speeds’.
On the evening before their first day on the race track, the participants took part in
the virtual track walk and a safety briefing. ‘World stars such as Michael Schumacher,
Ayrton Senna and Stefan Bellof have driven here. If that doesn’t give it myth-like
status, then I don’t know what does’, says Wolfgang, who has taken part lots of times
because he appreciates the small groups and the long driving time.
Scan the QR code and find out what the Spa
myth is all about for Matteo – and how he drives
through the individual passages as a pilot.
experience.porsche.com/spa

‘Spa means smooth, fast driving, you have to achieve lots of speed from passage to
passage, the track is hilly, fast and somehow also majestic’, summarises Matteo – a socalled Young Professional at Porsche Motorsport. During the Master Training sessions
of the Porsche Track Experience, the participants are usually accompanied by a Porsche
factory driver or prospective factory driver who provides knowledge and feedback to
promote the further development of the participant’s driving skills. Matteo, for example,
explains to Markus how he could drive better through the Les Combes chicane and
approach Pouhon, the double-left bend, more accurately. Pouhon is the second “courage
bend” at Spa that can be driven at almost full throttle and with only one steering turn.
‘I always wanted to race: when I was a little kid I played Gran Turismo and Forza
Motorsport and later practised a lot in the simulator. Today I have the job of my life’,
says Matteo, who has just looked at Klemens’ analysis and given him tips for the
perfect placement of the car at the exit of Eau Rouge. The 23-year-old Italian is a born
team player, a driver who always stresses that although the mechanics are in the
background during races, they are still much more important than he is. Spa is one of
his favourite circuits and he mentions it several times in the same breath as Le Mans
and the Nürburgring-Nordschleife.
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MASTER
DUR ATION
DATES

2 days
See website for latest information

HIGHLIGHTS
Experience the myth that is Spa for 2 days – and after successfully
completing the Track Experiences Precision and Performance,
optimise your driving skills on the legendary Ardennes roller coaster.
D AY O F A R R I VA L
Individual arrivals to Spa-Francorchamps to own self-booked accommodation. A virtual track walk follows in the evening so you can get
accustomed to the track.
After two days of training, the participants are as excited as the professionals. Harry,
for example, praises the team’s perfect time management before he sets off. He
has this to say about his favourite passage Eau Rouge: ‘There really is nothing like the
perfect positioning of the car, millimetre work coupled with courage. I’ve driven
it well a few times today. Feels a lot faster than yesterday’. The video analysis will
confirm his gut feeling later.
Kelly, who has travelled here from the USA and tongue-in-cheek says he is the best
man on the track, has also improved from lap to lap and hit the ideal line more
accurately. During the analysis session with the instructors, he’s also able to take
away a few tips with him, such as the one that in theory everyone should be aware of:
‘If you drive too fast into the bend, you’ll mess it up’.

The myth of the track is difficult to describe even after spending a few
days there. It’s probably the location, embedded in the Ardennes, and the
100 metre elevation differences in the track layout. Maybe it’s also
the lap records set here by Michael Schumacher, Alain Prost and Ayrton
Senna that made history – combined with the concept that Spa is the
venue for the Belgian Grand Prix in Formula 1. Or maybe it’s simply that
when you’re on the Eau Rouge, you feel like you’re sitting in a plane
just before take-off. Maybe a myth is only a myth as long as it can’t be
expressed in words.

D AY 0 1
The day begins with a welcome briefing at the track, followed by a real
track walk through the most important curves and chicanes. After two
introductory rounds, the instructors will accelerate the pace. The participants
follow them and get to know the ideal line. Further guided driving sessions
will follow, this time including video analysis to improve driving performance.
Over a dinner together the participants see out the exciting training day.
D AY 0 2
The morning starts with guided driving including video analysis. In the
afternoon free driving is on the programme. Finally, the instructors invite you
to enjoy some adrenaline-filled taxi rides.

Austrian Klemens travelled here in his own Porsche from the neighbouring country:
‘I’m sure I am here for a tenth time, it’s so much fun here. The track really challenges
you’. And Wolfgang shares this opinion. As his wife, who is accompanying him,
opens the door for him, he says: ‘It’s crazy here. It’s exhausting, but I’ve learned a lot.
For example, the perfect turning angle into the bends, I haven’t been that good at
it in the past. I immediately try to put the theoretical training and the results of the
video analysis into practice’. His favourite passage? ‘The chicane Les Combes to
Eau Rouge and the Kemmel straight. I had a lot of respect for it at first. But in the past
few days I’ve driven the chicane so often that I feel much safer there now’.

porsche.com/trackexperience
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Carpool Porsche Experience

911
GT3 Cup

There are sports cars that hide their purpose with deliberately emphasised understatement and there are those where it is clear at first glance that they are made for the
circuit. The 911 GT3 Cup with its aggressive Porsche Motorsport outfit clearly falls
into the latter category. The mighty rear wing overhanging the rear of the vehicle and
the aerodynamically optimised front and rear trims leave no doubt that this Porsche is
a highly specialised racing machine. If you’d had even an ounce of doubt, it would have
vanished as soon as you’d taken your seat behind the steering wheel: the only thing that
makes it clear that you are still in a car and not in a jet is the steering wheel itself. Your first
racing experience couldn’t feel any more real than this – because it is one.

911
GT3 RS

A Porsche doesn’t always have to be loud. But it’s great when it is. The 911 GT3 RS is
not so much about the addictive sound produced by the lightweight sports exhaust
system made of stainless steel – but rather about the self-confident air of challenge
that this sports car evokes for anyone who approaches it, purely through its looks.
Huge air intakes, an awe-inspiring rear spoiler and other components made of carbon
fibre reinforced plastic throw down the gauntlet, in this case a metaphorical driving
glove, at the driver’s feet. The GT3 RS emits a self-confidence that its drivers must be
able to handle, especially when the powerful 4.0l Boxer high-rev engine springs into
life. But those who respond to the playful provocation this vehicle is capable of will also
find their own cries of joy reaching a new volume level.

52

You can find information about consumption and CO₂ emissions on page 101.

718
GT4 Clubsport

With its mid-mounted engine, even the basic version of the Cayman already offers
the perfect prerequisite for lots of driving pleasure on any track. But its evolutionary
stage, the 718 Cayman GT4 Clubsport, opens up dimensions of driving experience
that you can use lots of words to describe but really does have to be experienced in
the true sense of the word. Every detail of this sports car has adapted for motorsport in the most innovative way. What does this mean? The 718 Cayman GT4 Clubsport is, of course, designed entirely for lightweight construction – but sustainability has also been taken into account. The doors, for example, are made of natural
fibre composites. All that remains is to get in, close them and test what impact
these consistent weight savings have on lap times – and the pulse rate of the drivers.

911

GT2 RS Clubsport

The most powerful GT customer sports car of all time. Let that roll off the tongue.
But if you take some time to think about the deeper meaning behind this description,
you’ll quickly gain a lot of respect. The breathtaking driving performance of this ascetic
car, which has been consistently trimmed down to enable lightweight construction,
makes it both superb at cornering and a monster of acceleration on the circuit – and
makes even experienced drivers happy that the Alcantara® steering wheel is extremely
sweat-resistant. Those who manage to get its performance under control can look
forward to unparalleled driving experiences and results.
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Racing Experience

HE TURNED HIS LIFE UPSIDE DOWN TO SIT IN
A RACING CAR. DEAN NEULS WILL SOON
H AV E C O M PL E T ED A L L T H R EE L E V EL S O F T H E
PORSCHE RACING EXPERIENCE. THE STORY

THE
L AT E S TA R T E R
OF ONE OF THE ORIGINAL PARTICIPANTS, HIS

ENTRY INTO THE WORLD OF MOTORSPORT AND

T H E FA C T T H AT PA S S I O N H A S N O A G E L I M I T S .
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‘IF YOU D ON’ T
D O I T N O W, Y O U ’ L L
NEVER DO IT’.

The story of a passion discovered at a late stage starts just over two years ago on
the race track “Area 27”, 411 kilometres east of Vancouver, a Canadian city in British
Columbia. Dean, the owner of a dietary supplement company, takes part in track
days. Just like that, the then 56-year-old discovers a great new hobby, cooler than
playing golf, he finds. Just a few months later, he comes dangerously close to
the reference time set by his instructor Scott. It’s obvious that the Canadian is
rather talented.
Dean buys his first Porsche, a 911 GT3 RS in ultraviolet, and his second road legal
Porsche, a 911 GT2 RS in racing yellow, will soon follow. Scott advises him to take
part in the Porsche Racing Experience. ‘I thought I’d be too old, too slow, too whatever. But my instructor motivated me and was sure that racing was the right thing
for me’. And he was right.

He doesn’t want to think about what will happen next – the sport has captured his
heart too much. Racing has changed his life beyond recognition. Once Dean has
completed the third and final level of the Porsche Racing Experience, he wants to start
again. At level 1. And complete his training as a professional hobby racing driver all
over again. With one crucial difference: he has been a member of the Porsche family,
as he calls the team of engineers, instructors and coaches, for a long time now.
He’s successfully completed Level 1 and 2.
He stands in front of his Porsche 911 GT3 Cup, in full kit, his helmet still in his hand.
Dean jokes with the engineers who have prepared his car for the race. He doesn’t
have to be friendly to be successful in racing, but it suits him. It’s simply who he is.
The team enjoys his cheery mood. He kisses the roof quickly – his own personal
ritual – he never gets into the car without doing this.
The butterflies in his stomach are now merging with tension. The free training starts
shortly, later there will be the qualifying and afterwards and tomorrow a race – his
ambition makes no difference here. Racing means driving a race. Focused. Fixed on
the goal. Passionate.
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You can find information about consumption and CO₂ emissions on page 101.

The Porsche Racing Experience has been in existence The first level ends with a simulated final race, in which
since autumn of 2017 and builds on the Track Experience.
the knowledge gained over the past five days is tested
Dean was one of the first of a potential 16 participants
under real conditions in the racing car, including the startin Level 1. ‘The perfect opportunity to gain a foothold
ing procedure, overtaking manoeuvres, yellow phases
in motorsport. Whatever age you are’, says Paul. Also a
and safety car exercises.
Canadian, he has been leading the project together with
Freddy for more than two years, both of whom are perParticularly talented candidates go on to do Level 2.
manently employed by Porsche. ‘A prerequisite for the
There, they make their national racing début, for example
Racing Experience is talent and the willingness to push
in the Porsche Sports Cup Germany or in the Porsche
yourself to the limits’, summarises Paul. Level 1, which
GT3 Cup Challenge as part of the Porsche Sports Cup
Dean voluntarily completed twice to gain as much expeSuisse. Dean is one step ahead and has already comrience as possible, prepares hobby drivers for their first
pleted Level 3, the highest level of the Racing Experience.
racing season. Among other things, they obtain an inter- At this level, Porsche accompanies the participants as
national D racing licence, are given mental coaching,
they start to enter national or international racing series
vehicle technology lessons, information about flags and and supports and advises them on many decisions.
rules, and data analysis after each session.

‘HE’S VERY
TA L E N T E D ’ .
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For Level 3, the Canadian drives all six races of the season at all three levels within three years. He has also particifor race:pro motorsport in the Porsche Sports Cup
pated in all possible driving training sessions, tests and
Germany. The team ultimately selected Dean from a wide
modules in order to spend as much time as possible in
range of potential drivers. Teammate Gabriele, a motithe Cup car and gain as much experience as necessary.
vated Italian, also a graduate of the 2018 Level 1 entry- ‘He is very talented’, summarises instructor Matthias.
level course at Le Castellett, Circuit Paul Ricard, is
also a member of Dean’s Porsche family. The two learn
Matthias is not just a racing driver and Porsche expert,
together and from each other.
but has also been specially trained by Porsche and
instructed in how to deliver the Racing Experience – a
Level 3 has no deadlines; the Racing Experience team
long selection and training process so that he can offer
will be at the driver’s side for as long as he or she wants. customers the highest possible quality.
Dean has completed all the Racing Experience training

He has supported Dean as his instructor since day
one of the Racing Experience.

‘Woe betide there’s suddenly a second missing off
your best time, but Matze will find out the exact spot

‘Dean, change your mindset the moment you sit in the
car, fight fair but fight! And think a few steps ahead –
it happens and exactly why it happens’, reveals Dean,
think about the behaviour of the other drivers’, says
‘Nobody is as close to me as he is during the season’, who enjoys pushing his car to the limit and challenging Dean, who trained on the simulator for up to two
confirms Dean, who is together with “Matze”, his
himself time and time again. ‘The change between
hours every other day from then on to understand which
friendly nickname for his instructor, for about five days throttle and brake must be as short as possible, i.e.
gear he needed in which corner, where the braking
per race. So 60 days in total. ‘Dean’s muscle memory
drive at full throttle for as long as possible, brake as
points were, how the track was laid out. His ambition
is brilliant, he sometimes brakes ten laps in a row with late as possible with the perfect pressure – Dean does paid off quickly and he finished Level 2 much more
the exact same pressure’, explains Matthias, who
a great job’, says Matthias. His valuable tips and tricks confidently than expected with four top ten finishes
not only discusses the race tactics with his protégé in can always be relied upon. ‘Following the second
in a row. Dean recently won his first races at the
advance, but also analyses every second he drives
race at Level 2, Matze warned me. He said:
Porsche Sports Cup Suisse and is currently leading
by collecting video and other data.
the table in his class.

When he wakes up at night, Dean says, mostly around 3 o’clock in the morning thanks to the adrenaline,
he immediately thinks of his 485 hp Cup car. Then he drives the corners in his mind, last night seven
left, ten right corners, 5.148 kilometres. He knows the Grand Prix circuit at the Nürburgring inside out.
He often sits in front of his simulator in Palma, where he has set up a second home for the almost seven
months of the racing calendar. Majorca because of its proximity to all the European race tracks, the
beautiful weather and the sea. The run-off areas, the ten to 25 metre wide asphalt, he knows every metre,
every curbstone, has practised all possible “what if” scenarios on the simulator. In just a few hours he
will be driving his second race in the Porsche Sports Cup Germany, three weeks after the season opener
at Hockenheimring.
In retrospect, Dean laughs at what challenged him so much two years ago: ‘In Level 1 we learned so many
basics, about the racing equipment, safety, braking, the setup of the car – at the time I thought it was
all very difficult. Then at the beginning of Level 2, I realised that it was nothing compared to a racing series.
In Level 1 we were there for each other, we took care of each other but in Level 2 and 3 we have to deal
with the competition. You’re facing 40 competitors who are all working from the same material. As newcomers with much less racing experience, we often lose out. But even in my second season I can fall
back on much more knowledge than last year. The Porsche Racing Experience team will also support you
at Level 3 as well – I have Matze as a constant companion, and Paul and Freddy as contact persons for
the Racing Experience, the same physiotherapists, the same mental coach – but I will compete against
real professional racing drivers, as in Level 2. My goal, of course, is to be at the front’.

‘GO, MY SON, GO!’
His first race on the Grand Prix circuit starts in less than 20 minutes and he takes a last look at
his smartphone: His mother has written "Go, my son, go!" in Dean’s chat group "Race Buddys", one
of many encouraging messages that he loves receiving from family and friends.

‘WHETHER IT’S QUALIF YING
OR R ACING – MY AMBITION
MAKES NO DIFFERENCE’.
The 58-year-old bounces on his toes a bit as he finds it loosens up his body and mind, kisses his car
and puts on his helmet. Tomorrow, when he knows what his personal best time on the track was and
that the race weekend is over, he will say: ‘I never had the desire to become a racing driver, at least
not at almost 60 years of age and with two artificial hip joints. Today I couldn’t imagine my life without
racing. It’s the best thing I’ve ever done’.

porsche.com/racing-experience
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‘ I F YO U WA N T T O
PERFORM YOUR BEST
O N T H E T R A C K , Y O U H AV E T O T E S T
YOUR LIMIT S IN THE
OFF SEASON, TOO.’
If he had the time, Prof. Frank Mayer himself would participate in the Porsche Racing Experience. ‘The budding
racers are brought up to the highest level of motor
racing in just level 1 alone, while in levels 2 and 3 they are
guided through the season at precisely this high level’,
is how the leading sports physician at the University of
Potsdam summarises it. He developed the health
monitoring concept on behalf of Porsche Motorsport 17
years ago. Alongside the Porsche GT factory drivers,
the Racing Experience participants also benefit from this.
‘If you want to perform your best on the track, you have
to test your limits and, most importantly, be healthy in
the off season, too’, explains Prof. Mayer.
Strength, endurance and coordination are exceptionally
important to withstand extreme pressure such as
lateral acceleration and brake force. The examinations
begin before the soon-to-be racers take their seat for
the first time in the 911 GT3 Cup. ‘Right on the first day,
we do a health check-up and test the cardiovascular
system, sight, hearing, the spine, joints and sensorimotor
characteristics’, explains the doctor of medicine. The
latter characteristics concern the interaction of sensory
functions with motor functions. If a racer sees the car
in front braking, this information needs to be communicated from the eye and the brain to the foot on the
brake as quickly as possible.
In addition to the cervical spine, it is particularly impor- trampoline. ‘Our sensorimotor system responds quickly ‘From a medical perspective, there’s no age limit to
tant for racers to have a stable torso because that is
and the effects are extremely efficient.’
becoming a racer if a driver has a certain basic level
where issues frequently appear, especially where the
of fitness and is healthy’, explains Prof. Mayer.
spine transitions into the pelvis.
Prof. Mayer and his team at the university also watch
‘Drivers just need to be aware that it takes more work
over the participants’ diet from day one and help them
to stay fit the older they get. Dean, for example,
‘The more stable the torso, the more functional, fast and adjust their habits. The team’s main concern is less
was extremely ambitious, receptive and inquisitive
agile the extremities are. The micro-movements and
about individual foods and more about balance.
from the outset. I came to appreciate him right
vibrations felt by a racer go directly to the torso’, explains
from level 1; he does it excellently, is very friendly and
Prof. Mayer, who advises his athletes to condition these ‘A good half of the perfect diet is carbohydrates while the is extremely focused when it comes to the track.’
muscles for 20 minutes at least three times per week.
rest is 20 per cent proteins and 25 per cent fats’, says
Prof. Mayer. It gets extremely hot inside the racing car,
Exceptionally good success can be achieved through
which means that athletes need to drink around one
neuromuscular exercises such as squats with barbells litre per hour for it not to impact on their performance.
on a balancing board or free weights – sitting on a
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Porsche Golf Circle

THE PORSCHE GOLF CIRCLE –
THE GOLF COMMUNITY WITH A SPECIAL DRIVE
SPORTS CARS AND SPORT ARE INSEPARABLE AND BELONG TOGETHER.
A GERMAN PORSCHE DEALER HAD EXACTLY THE SAME THOUGHT ONCE
AND HOSTED A GOLF TOURNAMENT FOR HIS BEST CUSTOMERS IN 1988.

‘In the community, we love Porsche and we love golf. However, what
we experience at the events is more than just these two things combined.’
A founding member of the Porsche Golf Circle at the community event in Stuttgart

At the ‘Meet the Community event’ in Stuttgart, 25 members from
around the world had the chance to experience this unique
connection again whilst also taking a look behind the curtains at
Porsche. In the sacred halls of the sports car manufacturer in
Zuffenhausen, Germany, they bore witness to a marriage – at the
most spectacular step of the vehicle assembly process, where
the drivetrain and chassis are merged with the body. On the second
and third days, the focus was on golf and the accompanying
programme. Scramble was played on one day and a classic Stableford tournament on the other – on two different golf courses,
of course. One participant from Mexico observed enthusiastically,
‘Playing golf is simply better when you have good people.’ This
is how the Porsche Golf Circle creates unforgettable experiences –
and brings together all the people who share a connection in
their passion for golf and Porsche.
The most convenient way to go about this is the Porsche Golf
Circle app. It is the hub for event registrations, sharing the greatest
golfing moments, networking with other members, intriguing
golf tutorials and a fair bit more. The Porsche Golf Circle events
have already led to numerous new, international friendships.
Some participants also make plans for private catch-ups at the
international events for this reason. This unique mix of exclusive
benefits and personal contacts is what can be described as the
secret to the success of the Porsche Golf Circle. It is also the
reason why many founding members are still keen members today.

When the Porsche Golf Cup took place for the first time over
30 years ago, nobody could have guessed that it would be the start
of something great. The idea of a dedicated golf tournament was
quickly picked up with enthusiasm by a growing number of Porsche
dealers. After a short time, they even joined forces across national
borders to award the Porsche Nations Trophy. The Porsche Golf
Cup is now one of the most successful international customer
events in golfing. Since 2014, the strongest amateurs have been
demonstrating their performance at the Porsche Golf Cup World
Final on Majorca in order to find the world’s best individuals and
national teams.
This network was the nucleus of the Porsche Golf Circle. The
key to this exclusive circle is embellished with a famous emblem –
here, only Porsche customers can meet like-minded people,
converse, experience first-rate rounds of golf together at unique
locations, participate in individually conceived tournament formats and come even closer to the Porsche mythology, regardless
of whether they are beginners on the green or professionals.
The Golf Circle is active across the world and has its own contemporary, digital home: the Porsche Golf Circle app. After a brief
registration and verification process, each user has access to
unparalleled top events and exciting stories that create a unique
connection between Porsche and golfing.
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Anyone also wishing to register can simply download the free
Porsche Golf Circle app onto a smartphone or tablet and complete
the short registration form. The golf community with a special
drive is already looking forward to new challengers and sports car
enthusiasts. Welcome onto the Porsche green!
porsche.com/golfcircle

Scopes – Driven by Porsche

Nico Höch brings Berlin
vibes to Amsterdam.

The next logical step: SCOPES Amsterdam 2019.
Like in Berlin, it was a place where traditional met
contemporary – and excited guests were greeted
by Nico Höch’s Berghain team. From afar, Nico
looks like someone not to pick an argument with.
Looks can be deceiving, though, and he could be
seen giving each guest a warm welcome on arrival
at the opening ceremony he organised aboard
the ship ‘Veronica’. The path from the entrance led
to the white Porsche Mission E concept study,
on a platform built on the water directly in front of
the ship. A futuristic installation continuously
presented the car in a new light. Narrow, moving
mirror strips showed the sports car from other,
alternating angles.
SCOPES was open to the curious at the NDSM
Wharf in the Dutch capital for a total of eleven
days. The deck – weathered from exposure to the
elements – formed a vibrant contrast to the
futuristic installations and stylish visitors. Just like
in Berlin, there was a programme of presentations, workshops, performances and the latest
future trends to enthuse guests.

THE BALANCE OF FUNCTION
AND AESTHETICS
IT IS A PLACE OF COMPLETELY INSATIABLE CURIOSITY, PROVIDES INSPIRATION FOR INNOVATION, IS
NEVER FINISHED AND MEANS SOMETHING LIKE ‘ALWAYS IN MOTION’. SCOPES – DRIVEN BY PORSCHE
PROVIDES LATERAL THINKERS, COSMOPOLITES AND GENERAL CREATIVES FROM ALL ARENAS WITH
A PLATFORM THAT OFFERS SPACE FOR ANYTHING OUTSIDE THE BOX.

After a brilliant opening in Amsterdam, the next
on-board highlight to take place on the ‘Veronica’
followed: Material Minds. Curator Stephanie
Schuitemaker gathered ten artworks made by
Dutch designers from exceptional materials for an
exhibition spread over two decks. They all had
one thing in common: the balance of aesthetics
and function. Stephanie guided visitors through
her selection herself. With a spirit that was simply
infectious, she talked about the special aspects
of each artist and their work.

Anyone thinking of information bombardment and bitter coffee should think again, though: think art exhibitions,
feminist DJ workshops, fine dining evenings, parties and panel discussions, each of which welcoming those with
knowledge and those thirsty for knowledge. SCOPES was launched for the first time in November 2018 in Berlin,
in the former ‘Varieté-Theater’ and today’s ‘Secret Garden’. It is hard to think of a location that could have been
better, being, as it were, somewhere for the past to meet the future. Fastidious care was taken when restoring this
historic building to retain everything that belonged to the history of the theatre – all the murals and even all the
grime. After all, the old building had to work hard for its patina.

‘The artists wanted their works to have an actual
function without compromising on beauty’, said
Stephanie. Accordingly, the Mission E concept
study integrated seamlessly into the exhibition. Two
exhibits were particularly eye-catching. The first
was a small greenhouse by designer Marjan van
Aubel. The plants inside it generated energy by
themselves to power the beautiful light inside. The
second was a sculpture covered in fabric by
designer Johannes Offerhaus. He himself designed
the machine that gave the metal structure a dress.
Johannes has been active outside of Amsterdam,
too – just the year before, he designed the entrance
to Porsche SCOPES in Berlin.

Stephanie Schuitemaker presents
Johannes Offerhaus’ sculpture in the proper light.
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The future will tell where the next SCOPES –
Driven by Porsche will take place. However, it can
be said with certainty that wherever in the world
the concept ends up, it will arouse the same enthusiasm as it did in Amsterdam and Berlin.

Tr a v e l E x p e r i e n c e

D I S TA N C E S
ME A N H A PPINES S,
E X PA N S E I S A
PROMISE
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ICELAND
1,170 U N F O R G E T TA B L E K I L O M E T R E S ,
L AVA F I E L D S C O V E R E D I N M O S S , S T E A M I N G
HOT SPRINGS, GEYSERS AS HIGH AS A
H O U S E A N D B R E AT H TA K I N G C L I F F T O P R O A D S –
T H E P O R S C H E T R AV E L E X P E R I E N C E
I C E L A N D WA S A S U P E R L AT I V E E X P E R I E N C E .

The first item on the next day’s agenda is a tour of Reykjavik. The weather, full of
Icelandic warmth, decides to greet us with a storm, yet the eccentric weather is
forgotten after just a few minutes’ walk. Considerably more worthy of amazement
are the attractions of Iceland’s picturesque capital city. Roughly 200,000 people
live in the Reykjavik metropolitan area, almost two thirds of all Icelanders. They know
how to make things look good, too: pastel-coloured houses, clean high streets
and interiors designed in Scandinavian style.

There is much to say about Iceland and, without exception, it is all positive: the most
peaceful country on earth, unbelievably diverse nature, a cosmopolitan population,
peace-loving and, especially, weather-beaten. Iceland is a unique promise of happiness,
perfectly balanced between tradition and innovation – making it the perfect travel
destination for the Porsche Travel Experience.

The Harpa concert building greets us for the second time after a solid hour of exploration. Designed as an homage to the landscape and diverse colours of Iceland,
Harpa at this moment is one thing above all: the perfect background for the eight
911s lined up in front of the gleaming glass facade and adding another few touches
to Harpa’s colour mix. Now there is nothing left to do other than step in, start the
engine and become one with the car and Iceland.

Continued on page 76
On the afternoon of arrival, all conversation revolves around one subject – the
weather – and it is not because of the participants’ awkwardness. The participants’
mobile phones together have a dozen different weather apps and each one of them
is producing a different forecast than the last. Icelandic weather is not interested in
meteorological offices and science; Icelandic weather is free-spirited and nonconformist. It happily escalates things a notch only to slip calmly back to normal just
a few moments later.
The team heads out by foot towards the harbour after introductions. At some point
the Harpa concert building, designed by artist Ólafur Elíasson and the new landmark
of Reykjavik, rises from behind a hill. In the dusk light of the early evening, the
interplay of colours on the impressive glass facade shows what to expect over the
coming days. Yet Harpa is astounding in ways beyond its exterior, too. At dinner
inside the concert hall, gazes turn towards the harbour, sea and distant, towering
mountains visible behind the glass walls.
A very special presentation is served as an appetiser, tellingly entitled ‘How to become
Icelandic in 30 minutes’. Delivered with comical flair, the amused listeners learn
more about the typical habits of Iceland’s inhabitants, why most of the stereotypes
relate to the country and not the people and what makes a true Icelander. Fantastic
entertainment, a tad over the top and laden with sarcastic undertones but without
coming across as spiteful or insulting – true art. The Porsche Travel Experience
participants head back to the hotel full of inspiration.
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The designer considered his Icelandic roots when coming up with the
design and, using the symmetry of the glass blocks interlinked with each
other, erected a memorial in honour of Iceland’s nature. The glass design
imitates the hexagonal basalt columns that appear in Iceland’s austere landscape. The ever-changing wealth of colour, on the other hand, is a symbol
of the island’s lighting and weather conditions that are constantly redeveloping. His attempt to create a symbiosis of natural spectacle and design
excellence in one building was a success. Since opening, Harpa has won
countless architecture and design awards, including the internationally
respected Mies van der Rohe Award in 2013.

W H AT D E S I G N L O O K S
L IK E: A NE W R E Y K JAV IK
LANDMARK
Sometimes decades pass before a building becomes a landmark. The Eiffel Tower
in Paris, for instance, was initially an eyesore to the inhabitants of the French capital
when it was inaugurated in 1889. Eventually they came to terms with its unusual
appearance and in the end it progressed to being an unmistakable landmark and
tourist magnet for the city. A long, rough process.
It was a completely different story for Harpa, the new concert and conference
building in Iceland’s capital city, Reykjavik. When the opening ceremony was held for
the impressive building in 2011 after four years’ construction, it quickly became
clear to the people of Iceland that they were dealing with a heavily symbolic structure.
Harpa had everything needed of an architectural masterpiece and visual showpiece.
What is particularly unique is its facade which lets light shine through. It is composed
of dichroic glass which changes colour with the lighting conditions or different
perspectives. Built in a honeycomb pattern with steel struts, Harpa’s exterior shell is
a true design experience – a great, vibrantly coloured homage to the nature of
Iceland – designed by artist Ólafur Elíasson.

Yet Harpa really catches the eye in ways beyond its exterior, too. The double
glass facade also casts interwoven colours and shadows just as impressively into the concert hall’s interior. When standing and contemplating the
airy foyer, the hypnotic appearance of the design tour de force can cause
visitors to lose track of their actual reason for visiting Harpa. Simultaneously,
Harpa offers many such reasons for visiting, too: concerts, readings, events
or conferences – for every taste and occasion, there is something on offer.
The world’s classical and pop music stars come to Reykjavik for concerts at
regular intervals. At the same time, there is also enough domestically to
fill the building’s programme, with Harpa being home to both the Icelandic
symphony orchestra as well as the Icelandic opera. It is, simply speaking, a
masterpiece of architecture, a feast for the senses, a worthy new landmark for
Reykjavik, the Icelandic capital, and has been all of the above since day one.
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We took a look in person and
spoke with the lead architect
of Harpa about the concert
building’s unique design and
its connection with Icelandic
nature.
Learn more about what else
Louis Becker sees as connected
with the design and performance
of a Porsche at
experience.porsche.com/harpa.

You can also scan the adjacent QR code and watch
the interview on your smartphone.

You can find information about consumption and CO₂ emissions on page 101.

Not even half an hour after setting out from Harpa, and after passing about a
dozen roundabouts, the convoy leaves Reykjavik and enters nature. ‘Nature’, in
Iceland, is in no way related to what is usually passed off as nature elsewhere.
‘Nature’, in Iceland, is cliff-dominated coasts, lava fields coated in moss, colourful
and dazzling fissures, lake scenery as far as the eye can see, steaming hot springs,
geysers stretching into the sky and snow-capped mountains on the horizon.
Calling any of these majestic spectacles breathtaking would be an understatement.
The cars glide along, alternating between perfectly constructed roads and gravel
tracks – with completely surreal surroundings. They stick to the asphalt and
sprint up small hills to allow a full vista when coming back down, taking bends
smoothly and ever so slightly pushing their drivers back into comfortable
seats when overtaking lorries and vans. It once again becomes clear that Porsche
aims to build more than the world’s best sports car – it aims to build the ideal
travel companion.
Today’s first stop is the Reykjanes peninsula. The group stands atop a hill and
lets their gaze descend to a turbulent lake. The dark grey and green lava rock
surrounding it provides the perfect contrast to the glowing colours of the cars.
The next stop – the next world – takes less than 20 minutes’ drive. Here the ground
is fissured, with steam rising upwards from the metre-wide crevices. The Seltún
geothermal area: a fairy-tale sight. It would hardly surprise anyone if a mythical
creature emerged from the fog and casually nodded towards the visitors.
After an hour, the Hellisheiði geothermal power station and its towering columns
of water vapours suddenly beckon from a distance. Built in 2006, it is Iceland’s
largest power plant and also one of the world’s largest geothermal plants. The hot
water from here supplies all of Reykjavik, while a significant proportion of the
capital’s power is produced here, too. The operators conduct a tour and convey a
credible impression that a climate action revolution is in progress at this very
location in Iceland. Inspired by this great amount of engineering excellence, the
travel group sets out in the direction of Thingvellir for the day’s final stop.

The Thingvellir car park is situated almost directly on top of adjoining tectonic plates. This is where the North-American and Eurasian tectonic
plates drift up to four centimetres apart each year. It also served as the meeting place of the Icelandic parliament in the years from 930
to 1798. Norwegian Vikings assembled every June for two weeks to pass new laws and settle matters of court. The Republic of Iceland was
proclaimed at this historic site on 17 June 1944, which now counts among the island’s most important tourist attractions.
With so many astounding sights just on the first day alone, one is inevitably struck by the thought that Iceland could, alongside the Icelandic
krona, introduce a second currency – the memory card. Each and every participant has already taken hundreds of photographs and, later
at the night’s accommodation at the Eldar Lodge, promises to start using their storage more sparingly. An optimistic intention, seeing as just
the lodgings themselves provide sufficient subjects for numerous photographs. The Eldar Lodge is not a typical hotel and is rather more
of a home in the best possible sense of the word. Surrounded by volcanic rock and a seemingly endless expanse of terrain, the ambience also
swallows up any remaining bit of everyday mundanity that may have been hiding at the back of one’s mind. After bathing in a typical
Icelandic hot tub and dining on a feast prepared by the lodge’s own chef, the day wraps up in front of the fireplace.
Continued on page 80
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One power plant, 50 employees, electricity for 400,000 households. Boiled down, that
is how impressive the performance of the Hellisheiði geothermal power plant is.
Constructed in 2005 and steadily expanded since then, it is today one of the world’s
largest geothermal power plants. Of the geothermal power plants supplying Iceland
with power and hot water, Hellisheiði is the biggest among them.
Hellisheiði is situated in the south-west of Iceland. The conditions in the vicinity of
the Hengill volcano are exceptionally good for generating power and hot water. There
is no reason to fear volcanic activity here as an eruption was last experienced over
2,000 years ago. Despite this long time, the people of Iceland are still thankful for their
Hengill volcano because, in the end, the entire country gets to benefit from its
erstwhile force.
To tap into the energy hiding in the Icelandic earth, boreholes up to 3,000 metres
deep must be drilled into the ground. Geothermal fluid then shoots up from below
to the surface. When it reaches the top, the water and water vapours are separated
from each other. The water, which is up to 300 C hot, makes its way towards the
Reykjavik metropolitan area in above-ground pipelines, whereas the water vapours drive
the seven turbines at the site which generate power – up to 303 megawatts’ worth.

The geothermal power plant site appears to visitors like a base station for
spaceships on a distant planet. Everything in Hellisheiði embodies energy:
the giant clouds of vapour climbing above the plant, the rotating turbines
generating electricity and the lively workers dashing about the premises.
The best part? Everything here is sustainable energy obtained from the interaction of natural forces, an innovative spirit and the art of engineering.
Even the architecture of the Hellisheiði power station typifies the power of
nature and human will. The main building’s roof towers into the sky, sharp
and staggering – it imitates two tectonic plates pressing against each other
with all their might. The striking structure now offers protection against
the harsh weather conditions of the area.
However, geothermal energy is not the only reason why it is worth taking
a close look at Hellisheiði. There is, incidentally, a climate action revolution
in the works here that is still going largely unseen by many. For a couple of
years now, a team of scientists have been investigating the possibility of
permanently storing large volumes of CO₂ in the ground and rendering
them harmless.
The method is called CarbFix and came to the engineers as they were going
about their daily work at the power station. The CO₂ that is contained in
the water vapour and reaches the surface through the boreholes is isolated
and injected deep down into the bedrock through boreholes. There it transforms into the mineral calcite within just two years, permanently binding it
down. And when the scientists say ‘permanently’, they literally mean forever.

HELLISHEIÐI –
FULL STEAM AHEAD
INTO THE FUTURE
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It is barely imaginable what would happen if this Iceland-developed method
one day caught on. Very soon it would be possible to reduce the world’s CO₂
impact by a substantial degree. Iceland would then not only be a world leader
in the production of geothermal energy, it would also – just incidentally –
be involved in rescuing the world’s climate. The geothermal power plant in
Hellisheiði is already contributing to this. Combined with the island’s other
power stations, it ensures that Iceland meets 100 per cent of its electricity
demand using renewable sources. A truly impressive result.

The next morning, the convoy switches to sports mode and accelerates into a day of
activities. The next highlight of the trip is already waiting – a helicopter flight over
Icelandic glacier formations, with gigantic boulders of ice jutting out towards the sky
like modern works of art. The pilot talks about one of his life’s personal highlights
during the flight. Years ago he took part in a Porsche advertisement. It involved him
chasing a 911 across a race track in his helicopter – unsuccessfully, of course.
His landing after flying over the glacier, on the other hand, is anything but unsuccessful.
Now the trip is continuing to the neighbouring expanses of snow via snowmobile.
The skids glide crackling over the white ground and a feeling of weightlessness sets
in. The Langjökull glacier, at roughly 953 km2, is the second-largest glacier in
Iceland and its blue cracks and crevices prove once again that nature still creates
the most beautiful works of art.
Yet nature can do other things, too. The nearby Gulfoss waterfall makes it clear what
a true force of nature looks like in the form of thick clouds of spray. Just a moment
after, only a few kilometres further away, Geysir – what may be Iceland’s biggest tourist attraction – shoots out of a hole in the ground towards the sky. And between
these sights? Repeatedly marvellous drives through lava fields and past crystal-clear
mountain lakes. Here it is as if the roads were made for quick bursts of acceleration
with a level of torque that is more or less certain to release an endorphin or two. At
the end of this day of activities, the night’s accommodation at the Eldar Lodge
proves for a second time that it has earned its place among the few places in the
world where a night’s stay is truly needed at least once in life.
Well-rested and fully ready for the day, the Porsche enthusiasts set out the next
day for the sparsely populated Snæfellsnes peninsula located 200 kilometres to the
north-west – an insider tip. The peninsula is a small area where all forms of the
Icelandic landscape can be experienced. It is for this reason that Snæfellsnes is often
called ‘Iceland in Miniature’. Tonight’s accommodation, the Hótel Búðir, lies surrounded by the mountains towering in the background and flat grazing land for sheep
and Icelandic horses. Exotic birds perform their air show above the neighbouring
coastline. The scenery makes it hard to believe that the world has not stopped and
an alternative reality taken over.
Travelling Iceland with the Porsche is too beautiful to be true. But it is true. At some
point on the third day of the Porsche Travel Experience, Esaam, an ophthalmologist
from Florida, manages to summarise it perfectly: ‘Everything about this trip is topnotch – the cars, our hotel rooms, the food cooked by top chefs and an expert at every
attraction to guide us and tell us the things not found in any guidebook. On top of
that, every stop of the journey has been planned down to the final detail. This is the
perfect travel experience. In America, we call that a home run!’
The next morning we begin with a trip along the coastal road. The sea is still calmly
asleep and dark blue whilst the wind is only just starting to pick up. The stretches
of land beside the road shimmer in tones of beige and brown and, where the sun’s
rays hit the earth, it glows in such an impressive gold that it acts as an invitation
to stop for a moment and soak it up as a souvenir. But who is able to stop right now
when the next double bend reveals a view of a mountain landscape that looks as
if it has leaped directly out of a fairy-tale world?
Above the eight bolides whose sound now reverberates throughout waterfall gorges,
Iceland demonstrates how many different degrees of cloud cover are possible. Over
the duration of one week, not one cloud formation has repeated itself, with the sky
reclothing itself every minute for what seems to be a constant festive occasion somewhere in the distant horizon. For the Porsche Travel Experience, precisely this distant
horizon is the promise for many further kilometres of goosebump-inducing driving.
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Tr a v e l E x p e r i e n c e
This leg of the trip ends in a picturesque small town by the name of Siglufjörður,
where the Sigló Hótel is waiting. From the suites with Scandinavian interiors, the
participants’ gazes sweep across the harbour facilities and the mountains wrapping
around the location. This spectacle alone is pure pleasure. After a short walk through
the harbour, the travel group reaches the Herring Era Museum, Iceland’s largest
maritime museum. It is a place where the visitor can marvel over the long history of
fishing in Iceland as well as the wonderfully restored, antique fishing boats. The
day of course needs to end with a quintessentially Icelandic dinner, featuring marine
delicacies served directly in the museum.

ICELAND
DUR ATION

7 days

DATES

20–26/4/2020
28/4–4/5/2020

ROUTE
S I G L U FJ Ö R Ð U R

With the trip back towards Reykjavik looming the next day, the Porsche Travel
Experience participants head out to sea before leaving. The day’s programme includes
a speedboat tour of the whales splashing about in front of the coast. The group is
quickly reminded that high speeds can be attained off the road, too, as they look at
the sea and coastline. The boat speeds through the waves seemingly weightlessly
and creates those butterflies that Porsche drivers know only too well.

05

AKUREYRI
H VA M M S TA N G I

Describing all the highlights of the Porsche Travel Experience Iceland produces more
of a novel rather than a trip report. It includes, for example, the legendary Drangey
island, guarded by a cliff at the front which is allegedly a petrified troll. Or the small
bite of Icelandic speciality hákarl, fermented Greenland shark, often served with
fresh bread. Or Akureyri, the undebatable capital of the north and destination of the
very last leg of the tour. For a long time, Akureyri, with almost 19,000 inhabitants,
was Iceland’s second-largest city, while today it is possibly its most beautiful. One
last look is taken of the eight Porsche cars in front of the town’s small airport
before heading back to Reykjavik by charter flight.

04
SNÆFELLSNES

BORGARNES
THINGVELLIR

R E Y K J AV Í K 01

06
However, before the Porsche Travel Experience Iceland participants board their flights
back to their home countries from Keflavik, Iceland’s largest airport, there still needs to
be time to sit back and reflect on the experiences had over the last few days. Where
better to do that than on a retreat? However, it is not any old wellness hotel that is going
to conclude this trip to Iceland. The participants head to The Retreat at Blue Lagoon,
a masterpiece of architecture. Opened in 2018 and built on an 800-year-old lava field
directly beside the world-famous Blue Lagoon, it has already gained various design
and architecture awards. The timeless interior, private access to the Blue Lagoon, outstanding cuisine and rooms with unspoilt views of the lava landscape make the time
here an unforgettable experience as unique as the week just passed.
Iceland truly has everything – except trees. There is an Icelandic joke: ‘What should
you do if you get lost in the forest? Stand up.’ When standing up, one’s view becomes
dominated most of all by the expanse, and expanse – seen through the windscreen
of a Porsche – is always a promise. The beauty of Iceland cannot be felt from the window
of a coach or on a walk through a small parcel of land. It needs to be experienced mile
by mile, quite literally. Only when the landscape is changing its face, colours and shapes –
its entire essence – every couple of minutes can it be understood how much of a
wondrous corner of the earth this island is.
At the beginning of the Porsche Travel Experience Iceland, the question was how this
destination could satisfy everyone’s high expectations. How could a sparsely populated
island at the top of the world harbour so much to yearn for? For all intents and purposes, it would have to sink into the sea fizzling under all these expectations and the
burden placed on it. However, Iceland is not sinking. To the contrary, Iceland occupies
a perky position in the Atlantic Ocean and happily receives the visitors that increase in
numbers with every year. Proud Iceland, strong Iceland, gorgeous Iceland. The Porsche
Travel Experience will come again. See you very soon!

02

03 G U L L FO S S

HELLISHEIÐI

HIGHLIGHTS
Elves and whales, glaciers and geysers, legends and legendary volcanic
landscapes – Iceland has to be seen to be believed, ideally through the
windscreen of a Porsche 911.
D A Y 0 1 Transfer from Keflavik Airport to the Konsúlat Hótel in
Reykjavik. Stroll to the Harpa concert building. Dinner in top restaurant
Kolabrautin, garnished with the humorous presentation ‘How to
become Icelandic in 30 minutes’.
D A Y 0 2 Guided tour around Reykjavik. Followed by the first leg
in the Porsche starting in the direction of the south coast. Pit stop at
the Hellisheiði geothermal power plant. Onward journey through the
Thingvellir national park to the Eldar Lodge.
D A Y 0 3 Helicopter flight over the Langjökull glacier and drive to
Gullfoss waterfall. Traditional Icelandic meal in the Eldar Lodge during
the evening.
D A Y 0 4 Drive over the Mosfellsheiði plateau and to the
Snæfelljökull volcano on the Snæfellsnes peninsula. Presentation by
storyteller about Iceland’s myths and legends at the heritage-rich
Hótel Búðir.
D A Y 0 5 Onward journey to the north. Tasting of hákarl speciality
and lunch by the Miðfjörður fjord. Visit to the Herring Era Museum of
Siglufjörður with dinner in an extraordinary atmosphere.
D A Y 0 6 Last leg of the tour, to Akureyri. Flight over the highlands
back to Reykjavik. Conclusion of the trip at The Retreat at Blue Lagoon,
a wellness hotel.
D A Y 0 7 Individual transfer to Keflavik international airport.

porsche.com/travelexperience
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Porsche Experience Individual

PLEASURE
MADE TO
MEASURE

Charlie can still barely comprehend it and reaches out towards the sky through
the open cabriolet roof of the lizard-green Porsche 911 Carrera S Type 992.
‘Everything has smaller dimensions on our island. Although there are mountains,
the speed limits put quite a dampener on a sports driver’s horizons’, says the
Taiwan native with a smile on his face. He sits in his dream car ready to take off
on the Porsche Leipzig test track. Soon he will be taking the circuit and, after
changing cars, the six kilometre long off-road track. The Taiwanese guests visited the main factory in Zuffenhausen
and the Porsche plant in Leipzig just prior. The trip between
the two comprised high-speed driving on the Autobahn
and touring picturesque rural roads, much to Charlie’s delight.
His home of Taiwan may be the size of the German state
of Baden-Württemberg, however it is very densely built up.
The Chinese island therefore greatly values being individual
to compensate.
This is not the first time Charlie has been here, as is the case with many other
Porsche Experience customers, too. ‘Our customers had a special, advance
request for their journey pursuing the Porsche mythology. After finishing the
factory tour in Zuffenhausen, they wanted to take a detour via the Black Forest

The individual services of the Porsche Experience can be applied for any sports
car experience – whether a Travel Experience on picturesque roads, a Track
Experience on the race track or driving training in snowy and icy conditions with
the Ice Experience. There are no limits set on the personalisation. The route
taken for a Travel Experience, for instance, can go past selected attractions and
lead to preferred hotels and restaurants or even include a visit of a Porsche
factory or museum. A Track Experience, for example, can see training events tailored exclusively to the customer’s desires by involving Porsche factory drivers,
factory tours or a meeting or meal directly at the race track. An Ice Experience,
meanwhile, can be made even more varied with selected Porsche models, exclusive culinary specialities and an extraordinary supporting programme. The
Porsche Experience customer is truly king.
Almost every idea is realised by a globally linked team, for small groups and
families as well as for events with up to 200 attendees. Only on one occasion
when a customer wanted an entire German Autobahn to himself was the team
forced to say no. Otherwise, the team always does its best to exceed the expectations of their customers. It is for good reason that the Porsche Experience
motto is ‘Moments of excitement. Stories for a lifetime.’
porsche.com/experience

before making their way up to Leipzig’, explains Wei Chie Katy Lee from Porsche
Taipei. ‘One phone call with Porsche Experience later and soon everyone was
enjoying the winding roads and a slice of Black Forest Cherry Cake’, Lee enthuses.

PORSCHE APPRECIATES THE VALUE OF BEING INDIVIDUAL. YOU CAN HAVE YOUR SPORTS CAR ENHANCED IN
THE EXCLUSIVE MANUFAKTUR AND, MOREOVER, HAVE THE EXPERIENCE OF DRIVING A PORSCHE CUSTOMISED
FOR YOU PERSONALLY. WHETHER ON SNOW AND ICE, ON THE TR ACK OR AT THE WORLD’S MOST BEAUTIFUL
PL ACES – WELCOME TO THE PERSONALISED PORSCHE EXPERIENCE.
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Adventure Experience

AWE-INSPIRING
DESTINATIONS
IN THE BACK OF
BEYOND
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AN ‘ELEPHANT TRAFFIC JAM’ IN THE
W I L D E R N E S S , A C A M P ‘ O N T H E M O O N ’,
A B R E A K FA S T TA B L E I N T H E D E S E R T
A N D L U X U R I O U S L O D G E S U N D E R 1, 0 0 0
S TA R S – N A M I B I A , B O T S WA N A A N D
ZAMBIA ASTOUND THE VISITOR WITH
EXTRAORDINARY SIGHTS.

The territory of present-day Namibia is one of the oldest parts of the earth’s crust, yet it reveals a new side
to itself every day. The one thing that stays the same is
the powerful, hot wind that blows in from the South
Atlantic and the eponymous Namib desert across the
country the entire year round. Even in winter, the
temperatures often rise to a balmy 25 C and up. For a
Porsche Adventure Experience, the conditions could
hardly be better, and they are compounded by the feeling of sheer unending freedom in Namibia. After all,
the country is the earth’s second-most sparsely populated independent state after Mongolia.
However, when exploring this unique expanse and
wilderness, the adventure-seeking Porsche fans do not
have to leave the comfort of civilisation too far behind
them. Straight after arriving at Windhoek airport, they
are transferred in comfort to Omaanda Lodge. Located
at the heart of a 9,000 hectare game reserve not far
from the lively capital city, the lodge indulges arriving
guests with an authentic form of luxury. Ten generously sized guest houses built in traditional Namibian
style, with a round design and handmade thatched
roof, invite the fans to a pleasant rest on their first night
on the African continent. However, before they retire
for the evening, the Porsche Experience team welcome
the fans heartily over an aperitif followed by dinner
set before a majestic backdrop. The panorama is simply
overwhelming. A feeling that they will come to experience daily over the coming week without becoming
any less exceptional.

The clock strikes 9.11 a.m. The adventure begins. The
Porsche Cayenne four-by-fours stand ready to conquer
the desert, grasslands and Namibian moon. The road
there? It is as if made for the off-road vehicles, which
make child’s play out of all the challenging conditions.
The gravel roads towards Sossusvlei appear to be endless and just as solitary as the remote village Solitaire,
which beckoned the travel party to make a pit stop. A
few houses, a service station, stereotypically beautiful car wrecks from another era and barely a soul to be
seen – the Porsche convoy must have caused the
population to double temporarily.
Since the drivers’ pioneer spirit is only just being aroused,
they get back on the road again after only a brief stop.
Back into a world where the sand stretches into the
horizon and glitters like gold in the sun. Beyond the
horizon, there is a glass masterpiece twinkling in the
shimmering, hot air of this early afternoon: the &Beyond
Sossusvlei Desert Lodge, extensively renovated in
2019. Thanks to its bold, geometric structure, it is externally at one with its surroundings. A modern oasis
of tranquillity in the middle of the Namib desert. That is
why after a late lunch there is one thing above all on
the agenda – enjoying the unparalleled stillness, combined with a view of the ocean of sand dunes. Until
sunset – enjoyed with a beverage – and far beyond.
The next day, the engines start before the sun has even risen for what could be the
most demanding leg of the tour, with an almost surreal destination. Frik, the local
guide for the Porsche Adventure Experience Namibia, is intimately familiar with the
local environment and happily shares his valuable trove of knowledge with the
Cayenne drivers, who listen attentively. He quickly offers a tip before they set out,
‘Always keep moving, otherwise the tyres will sink in the loose sand.’ A few assistance systems are also deactivated – spinning wheels are essential in order to keep
going. A great deal of concentration is called for in the dawn light along the giant
red dunes. Right on time for the spectacular sunrise, the travel party – driving the
finest of engines – reaches Sossusvlei, a salt and clay pan that is enclosed by sand
dunes and only transforms into a small lake during the rare years of good rainfall.
Inside stand richly laid tables under shady trees. A mirage? No, an African-style
breakfast featuring freshly prepared delicacies. Getting up so early really does pay off.
After a final gulp of coffee and look around, the fans head back to their avant-garde
quarters. Just like on the trip here, there is no time to stand still. Particularly since
it is now time for the next adventures after lunch at the &Beyond Sossusvlei Desert
Lodge, if desired. Those not wishing to relax at the lodge and enjoy the marvellous
serenity can choose from a number of activities, from a safari in the lodge’s expansive
game reserve to guided tours or a quad bike tour. The newly christened explorers
set out in all manner of directions shortly after making their decisions. Despite this, they
do all share a similar destination: fascination. For the grand finale, the attention is
once again focused on the sun, which bathes the evening meal in a yellow, red and
violet light.
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Once the stars have burned out in the blazing light of day, the next chapter begins
with a breakfast in front of the unique backdrop before returning to civilisation.
Remaining the same, though, is the mission’s motto: where there’s a Cayenne, there’s
a way. Thanks to four-wheel drive and all-terrain capability, the adventurers today
use their fine set of wheels to explore otherwise impassable and breathtaking landscapes – and refuel over lunch. The destination for this many-sided leg, reached in
the late afternoon, is precisely where the Namibian dunes meet the Atlantic Ocean –
the Strand Hotel in Swakopmund. The city’s best hotel is directly in front of the
historic Mole sea wall and, with its modern rooms, makes for a vivid contrast to the
base station on the ‘moon’.
A tough decision is offered between a couple of relaxed hours on the beach and a
walking tour of the remains of the city’s colonial history. It is a good thing that there
is essentially no alternative to spending the evening at traditional restaurant Jetty
1905, for reasons beyond its outstanding location on the city’s historical pier. Its
amazing seafood is something that each visitor to Swakopmund must savour. The
day therefore tastefully ends above the waves of the Atlantic over a few courses of
freshly caught fare.

The following morning sees the green light for a trip to the moon. The Namibian
expanse is devoid of humans, and driving through it gives an impression of the solitariness that the astronauts must have felt in space. Since each moon buggy –
sorry, Cayenne – would steal the view from its trailing companion with the gigantic
clouds of dust and dirt on the rough gravel roads, the convoy agrees to keep a
distance of at least one kilometre between each of the vehicles. It is hard to imagine
how any more freedom could be experienced in this unique setting en route to
the moon landscape of the Swakop river valley. Thankfully, no one has to resort to
consuming space food. The Rostock Ritz restaurant keeps the travellers satiated
with a midday meal of vastly better tasting creations.
Unconventional rock formations mark the entry to the lunar atmosphere shortly after.
Yesterday’s drive between red dunes must have taken place on another planet.
A particular level of skill is required for getting past the imposing towers of granite,
shaped by the wind over millions of years. It is impossible, however, to avoid every
last small, sharp stone and so a flat tyre is sometimes unavoidable. Fortunately, the
Porsche Adventure Experience team is prepared for anything. The accompanying
mechanic swaps the flat tyre for a new one with well-rehearsed movements and gives
the all-clear to continue driving.
Then, light years away from any form of civilisation, there suddenly appears an astoundingly comfortable base station behind some bizarre-seeming geological formations. A spacious tent has been erected for each team of drivers with a comfortable
place to sleep and exceptional shower. Surprise is written all over the faces of the
new arrivals. This accommodation has absolutely nothing in common with normal
camping, though luxury is in any case defined differently here in this barren landscape. Sitting by the campfire, listening to the provided entertainment and looking
into the pulsating sea of stars, it can be seen instantly that this is a moment never
to be forgotten.
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There is no limit to the freedom above the clouds, something most readers would
agree with. However, this particular feeling can even be experienced in the cloudless
skies of Namibia when flying to the famous Caprivi Strip. The sole rules encountered
are during the landing at the bush airstrip. First, the pilots fly low to make sure that
all animals scatter and are sufficiently warned. Only then do the light aircraft make
contact with the sandy ground. Immediately after arrival at the Nambwa Tented
Lodge, the passengers are up in the sky again – in trees above the elephants’ trails,
where tent-like lodgings offer elevated luxury – in the literal sense – and a dreamlike
view of the wildlife on the ground.
In spite of, or perhaps precisely because of these wondrous surroundings, no one
stays in the treetops for long. A game drive in open safari vehicles, offers the chance
to encounter the unique creatures of this continent almost eye to eye. Even a ‘traffic
jam’ in the cradle of serenity becomes an experience. Right in the middle of the road,
a bull elephant feels so at peace that he casually decides to idle away an hour there.
Driving around him? Impossible. Other animals also cross the road at an extremely
leisurely pace. ‘But that’s exactly why people come here. This is Africa!’, says Frik,
rhapsodising, and his enthusiasm for whimsical situations like this is, after countless
years, just as great as it was on his first day. Likewise, everyone experiencing their
first time stuck in the ‘elephant traffic jam’ cannot get enough of it. Fortunately, there
is another opportunity to see them over dinner. While dinner is served between the
treetops and the diners enjoy their view, the earth’s largest land animals wander into
the green thicket directly underneath to seek shelter for the night.

Adventure Experience
Depending on the wind’s direction, the swirling spray
feels like a cool mist on warm skin when taken on a tour of
the site. On Livingstone Island, a small island directly
by the precipice from which the water crashes to the depths,
there is lunch as well as a marvellous view on offer.

It is with heavy hearts that the exclusive travel group leaves the spectacular Caprivi Strip
behind them and departs by light plane for the next attraction of this tour: the Chobe
Game Lodge in Botswana. After landing in Kasane, a transfer brings the excited adventure
travellers to the five-star safari lodge on the banks of the Chobe river – unique accommodation in the world-famous Chobe National Park. A place that leaves plenty of space
for the largest elephant herds far and wide and the exceptional variety of species in
this natural reserve.

After lunching in front of the majestic panorama, the lodge’s new guests face a difficult
decision: spend the afternoon in the luxurious lodge? Explore the surroundings on
a game drive? Or take safari boats past the hundreds of elephants, antelope, giraffes,
hippopotamuses and picturesque lagoons to the enormous sand banks where thousands of exotic birds are gathered? It can be seen on everyone’s face just how fantastic
this overload of choice is – and the same goes for the fascination later when everyone
recounts their day over dinner. After dessert, most head to their private terrace to enjoy
an open view over the Chobe river. That is understandable, as this backdrop leaves
the visitor simply speechless.

DUR ATION
DATES

The culture of Mr Livingstone’s home country is also
celebrated directly in front of the falls – over high tea at
the luxurious Hotel Royal Livingstone. After so many
overwhelming impressions, more than a few of the fans
descend onto the softly cushioned furniture at the Chobe
Game Lodge lounge, appreciative yet ever so slightly
worn out. The countless mental images in everyone’s minds
likely outdo any lavishly produced animal documentary
or photo exhibition about Africa.

When the first rays of sunlight shine through the canopy early in the morning and the
animal kingdom beneath the wooden terraces comes alive, many people could believe
that the lodge is in the Garden of Eden. It would almost be a sin to keep one’s eyes closed
any longer, especially when the chef personally brings around fresh-smelling pastries
to have with coffee. Now wide awake, many subsequently set out for another adventurous
game drive. Others prefer to stay where they are and enjoy watching the wildlife beneath
the lodge. However, at lunch, there is one question on everybody’s lips: ‘Did you see THAT?’
Everyone shares their most spectacular experiences with fervour. There is enough time
before high tea to catch up on any exploration that has been missed out on.
Completely new perspectives are offered from the Kwando river – on a boat tour complete
with sunset drinks and tasty snacks. Given the close proximity to the impressive hippopotamuses and lurking crocodiles, some are overcome by the feeling that they themselves
will become tonight’s meal. In any case, a hippopotamus seeking more privacy for itself
and its children can also be faster than originally thought. The boat driver, however, offers
calming words. He says that as long as a respectful distance is kept from the animals,
they will take precious little notice of the visitors. The visitors themselves are now even
more interested in the river’s inhabitants and the giant herds of elephants and buffalo
on the banks, and watch, marvel and enjoy. It is nigh on impossible to see too much of
anything in Namibia. The viewing terrace at the Nambwa Tented Lodge is an established hotspot for this very reason and makes for an inviting place to enjoy each other’s
company by the open fire.

NAMIBIA
10 days
13–22/10/2020
27/10–5/11/2020

HIGHLIGHTS
Animals in the wild, desert sand beneath the tyres and unbelievably
photogenic landscapes – discover Namibia with a Porsche Cayenne.
The next morning the group boards a light plane and
travels to another grand river in another fascinating
country: the Zambezi river in Zambia. David Livingstone
was probably also left without words when he discovered the Victoria Falls there in 1855. He later described
them as ‘the most wonderful sight I had witnessed
in Africa’ and named them after his queen. The locals,
meanwhile, had long ago given the earth’s largest
water curtain the name ‘The Smoke that Thunders’, as
the spray from the falls rises to up to 300 metres
high and can be seen from even 30 kilometres’ distance.
Nearby Victoria Falls there is even a rainforest whose
existence is owed entirely to the moisture produced
by the spray. What can compare to witnessing this
natural spectacle first-hand?
Helicopters ascend into the sky not far from the waterfalls to get a bird’s-eye view. When they see the rugged water landscape, the passengers run out of words
strong enough to describe it. Africa evidently has
an indescribable superlative ready for every view and
every unique moment. Back on the ground, scene
of the incredible sight, the participants experience this
booming wonder of the natural world up close.

Despite the constantly altering views from the lodge’s
private terraces, the last person standing at some
point falls asleep, too. The time to say farewell sadly
cannot be avoided any longer. Although the hustle
and bustle of everyday life is infinitely far away, time
seems to go faster in this breathtaking country than
elsewhere. However, there are some who have prepared
for this in advance – after a sumptuous breakfast and
flight back from Kasane to Windhoek, they enjoy a few
extra days in the Namibian capital. As our local guide
Frik said so accurately in the middle of the phenomenal
wilderness, ‘It doesn’t matter what else in the world
you’ve seen, it doesn’t matter what you expect when you
come to us – Africa outmatches everything!’ 14 lucky
Porsche fans now know exactly how right he is.

D A Y 0 1 Individual arrival at the international Hosea Kutako
Airport in Windhoek. Transfer to Omaanda Lodge. Welcome and dinner
in luxurious five-star accommodation.
D A Y 0 2 Start of the first leg in the Porsche Cayenne towards
Sossusvlei with a brief stopover in Solitaire. Accommodation at
&Beyond Sossusvlei Desert Lodge.
D A Y 0 3 Early-morning drive to an exclusive breakfast under the
open sky in Sossusvlei. After lunch at the lodge, options for partaking
in a safari, guided hike or quad bike tour.
D A Y 0 4 Drive to the unique moon landscape near Swakopmund.
Lunch en route at Rostock Ritz restaurant. Evening programme and
accommodation at an exclusive campsite in the middle of the moon
landscape.
D A Y 0 5 Start of the last driving day, heading towards Swakopmund. Time for a day at the beach or touring the city after arriving at
the Strand Hotel. In the evening, tasty local cuisine with a sea view.
D A Y 0 6 Private charter flight in light aircraft from Swakopmund
to Immelman Airstrip in the Caprivi Strip. Check-in and lunch at Nambwa
Tented Lodge. Followed by game drive, including sunset beverage.
D A Y 0 7 If desired, participation in an early-morning game
drive. High tea at the lodge in the afternoon and a boat tour on the
Kwando river.
D A Y 0 8 Flight from Immelman Airstrip in the Caprivi Strip to
Kasane, Botswana and to Chobe Game Lodge. If desired, participation
in a further game drive or a boat tour on the Chobe river.
D A Y 0 9 Exploration of Victoria Falls, including panorama helicopter
flight, tour and lunch on Livingstone Island. Flights from/to Kasane in
private light aircraft.
D A Y 1 0 Individual journey home or extended stay.

porsche.com/travelexperience
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Tr a v e l E x p e r i e n c e
Northern Spain is enrapturing with its breathtaking landscapes, culinary delights and architectural
attractions. Discover unique cities such as Bilbao, Pamplona and San Sebastián and their picturesque surrounds over seven unforgettable days. The Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao, for instance,
invites visitors to be inspired by its outstanding installations and avant-garde video art. Follow
that up with twisting and winding mountain roads in the world-famous Rioja wine region, roads
which are waiting for you to conquer in a Porsche.

ROUTE
SAN SEBASTIÁN

B I DA R R AY

B I L B AO

L A R R AU

Here, the Campillo winery transforms wine tasting into a creative experience somewhere between
contemporary art and grape harvest. What’s more, legendary works of engineering art can be witnessed
at the private Porsche museum L’Écurie Ostape. Viva España!

PA M P L O N A

CASAL ARREINA
ELCIEGO

DUR ATION
DATES

7 days
19–25/5/2020
27/5–2/6/2020
porsche.com/travelexperience

NORTHERN SPAIN: WHERE THE ART OF
ARCHITECTURE MEETS THE ART OF DRIVING

LOTS OF DRIVING PLEASURE
WITH A SPLASH OF DOLCE VITA

T R AV E L E X P E R I E N C E N O R T H E R N S PA I N

T R AV E L E X P E R I E N C E S W I S S A L P S

Ofenpass, Berninapass, Simplonpass, Gotthardpass, Sustenpass – to one person they are simply
roads, while to a Porsche fan they are a promise of sheer driving pleasure. Thirteen demanding
mountain passes all waiting to make your heart beat a little bit faster. Bend after bend, hairpin after
hairpin, switchback after switchback. From picture-perfect Orta San Giulio, the route leads to
the breathtaking uplands, through the wondrous Engadine valley and past Lago Maggiore. If you
manage to take your eyes off the road for a moment, you are guaranteed to be rewarded with a
spectacular alpine panorama each time. This trip offers dynamic variety when it comes to culinary
affairs, too. While Grimsel Hospiz in Guttannen focuses on the authentic cuisine of a French
brasserie, the hotel restaurant in Villa Crespi indulges the senses with a two-star menu. Next to
the villa by Lago d’Orta – which more resembles a palace – there are selected luxury hotels such
as The Chedi Andermatt and Suvretta House in chic St Moritz to ensure drivers receive the regeneration needed between the intense legs of the driving tour. There could not be a more exciting
or exclusive way to do the Alps.

ROUTE
A N D E R M AT T

DAVO S

S T. M O R I T Z

G U T TA N N E N

ASCONA
Z E R M AT T

Lago Maggiore

O R TA S A N G I U L I O
DUR ATION
DATES

6 days
18–23/8/2020
25–30/8/2020
porsche.com/travelexperience
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Five Years – Porsche Experience
Centre, Atlanta
May 2020
Celebrate five years of thrilling Porsche
experiences at our North American headquarters in Atlanta, GA. Commemorate
our anniversary with a day full of Porsche
heritage, driving experiences and family
fun at One Porsche Drive!

NOR
WAY
Porsche Track Experience
May/June 2020
More driving safety for more driving pleasure: learn the basics of vehicle handling
with the help of experienced instructors at
the Track Experience Precision in Norwegian
Rudskogen – or put your expertise to the
test at the Track Experience Performance.
Contact:
Maren Helgestuen
kundeservice@porsche.no
+47 214 92 500
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Shimmering air, howling engines and an
amazing atmosphere: experience motorised
legends from 70 years of Porsche in
sunny Spain – at six different racetracks.

CANA
DA
Porsche Ice Experience, Canada
See website for 2020 dates
Challenge yourself and your Porsche with
extreme winter conditions, and learn in
Quebec, Canada, not only the limits of driving
physics, but also your own limits.

SWIT
ZER
LAND

Porsche Track Experience, Canada
Summer 2020
Maximum ability for maximum performance:
train under professional conditions in
different Porsche models and hone your
skills to be the best.

Porsche Track Experience,
PEC Istanbul
20 March–5 April 2020
28 October–8 November 2020
Practical experience for passionate Porsche
drivers: experience a thrilling day at the
Porsche Experience Centre Istanbul, and
improve your driving skills over different
training levels step by step.
Contact:
Theresa Schierbok
theresa.schierbok@porsche-cee.com
www.pec-istanbul.com
+420 2350 91104

Porsche Travel Experience,
British Columbia
Spring 2020
FIA WEC – 6 Hours of São Paulo
January 2020
Join the Porsche parade in Brazil and drive
as one of 75 sports car owners for 40 minutes on the famous Interlagos circuit as
the main opening act of the FIA WEC –
6 Hours of São Paulo.
Porsche Track Experience
See website for 2020 dates
Take your driving skills to the next level –
with the new Track Experience programme
at the Porsche Carrera Cup and the Porsche
World Roadshow. Cross the finish line
with an official FIA racing licence with the
practice levels Precision, Performance
and GT3 Cup.
Contact:
Shawan Ruiz
trackexperience@porsche.com.br
+55 11 4410 9958

FRAN
CE

Porsche Classic Series
From March 2020

Contact:
Alberto Muñoz
munozal@porsche.es
+34 912 035 630

USA

Contact:
Elliott Shevitz
external.elliott.shevitz@porsche.us
+1 770 290 3772

TUR
KEY

SP
AIN

Porsche Ice Experience, St Moritz
18 February–8 March 2020
In St. Moritz you can expect exclusive driving
fun against a chic alpine backdrop. Take
up the challenge and master sporty rides
and adrenaline drifts on ice and snow.
Porsche Sports Cup Suisse
From April 2020

ITA
LY

Deep forests, lonely mountain lakes and
the silhouette of the Rocky Mountains:
experience on your tour through Canada’s
third largest province the impressive
landscapes and enjoy the driving on rough
terrain.

Your way into Porsche Motorsport: be
part of one of four racing series on famous
circuits in France, Austria and Italy – over
a total of six race weekends.
Contact:
Sebastian Badstübner
sebastian.badstuebner@porsche.ch
+41 41 487 91 32

Contact:
Jennifer Cooper
jennifer.cooper@porsche.ca
+1 647 283 4243

Over 700 historic racing cars on the track
and 8,500 classic cars right next to it:
celebrate with classic-car enthusiasts from
all over the world the myth of Le Mans –
and the first victory of Porsche at the legendary endurance race 50 years ago.
Contact:
Franziska Le Gusquet
franziska.legusquet@porsche.fr
+33 15 7658 984

CHI
NA
Porsche Ice Experience
13 February–16 March 2020
Air temperature: –20°C. Pulse: 200 beats
per minute. Reach your limits training at
the Porsche Ice Experience in the snowy
north of China.

Porsche Travel Experience, Nova Scotia
Autumn 2020
On one side the rough ocean, on the other
one of the most beautiful countries of
the world: drive along Canada’s beautiful
Atlantic coast. The Maritime province of
Nova Scotia is brimming with picturesque
streets and breathtaking views.

Le Mans Classic
3 July–5 July 2020

Porsche Ice Experience, Arctic
March 2020

Porsche Track Experience
See website for dates; from March 2020

Experience a breathtaking three-day
experience on the icy lakes of Sweden.
Alongside driving 992 Carrera S/4S models
with spiked tyres on terrain as smooth as
glass, a snowmobile tour and a dog sledge
excursion are also part of this event.

Driver and Porsche always form a unit.
Optimise together your driving skills at the
Porsche Experience Centre, Shanghai, or
master different course levels on different
racetracks.

Contact:
Gherardo Camposampiero
porsche.it/experience
experience@porsche.it
+39 049 8292 909

Contact:
Boya Qi
experience@porsche.cn
porsche.cn/experience
+86 21 8031 6986

Tr a c k E x p e r i e n c e
Timo Bernhard’s resume reads like a one-of-a-kind success story. For instance, he succeeded in
taking the Palatinate championship in just his first karting season. Countless more titles would
soon follow and, most importantly, vastly more significant ones. Just a decade later he was the
Porsche factory driver and became a champion in the Porsche Carrera Cup. In 2003 and 2004,
Bernhard also celebrated success on the other side of the Atlantic – at the legendary 24 Hours of
Daytona and as a class winner at the American Le Mans Series GT. A veritable winning streak
came after that at the 24 Hours of Nürburgring, lasting five years – except in 2010. During that
year, he won what is the world’s most significant endurance race: the 24 Hours of Le Mans. In
2015 and 2017, he put the crown on his career with the FIA World Endurance Championship title.
TIMO BERNHARD’S CAREER HIGHLIGHTS
Yet titles are not everything in the life of a sports car racer. There is also the matter of breaking
records. On 29 June 2018, after 35 years, Bernhard broke Stefan Bellof’s lap record on the Nordschleife

2018 Nordschleife record in a 919 Hybrid Evo: 5:19.55 minutes

at Nürburgring with 5:19.546 minutes – in a Porsche 919 Hybrid Evo. Today, Timo Bernhard is
not only the Porsche factory driver with the most years of service, he is also one of the world’s most
successful sports car drivers.

2017 FIA LMP1 world endurance champion, overall winner of
24 Hours of Le Mans with Porsche
2015 FIA LMP1 world endurance champion
2008 Overall winner of 12 Hours of Sebring, LMP2 class winner at

Since 2016 he has been an official partner of the Porsche Track Experience, sharing his valuable
wealth of experience with the participants of selected training events. As an ambitious Porsche
driver, you too can learn from one of the best in 2020 – and write an adrenaline-filled chapter of your
own success story. You are warmly invited to enquire with the Porsche Track Experience team
about available training dates with Timo Bernhard in the new season.

American Le Mans Series
2007 LMP2 class winner at American Le Mans Series
2006/07/08/09/11 Overall winner of 24 Hours of Nürburgring
2004 GT class winner at American Le Mans Series
2003 Overall winner at 24 Hours of Daytona
2001 Champion of Porsche Carrera Cup Germany
porsche.com/trackexperience

TIPS FROM WORLD CHAMPION
TIMO BERNHARD

C H A M P I O N A N D O F F I C I A L PA R T N E R O F T H E P O R S C H E T R AC K E X P E R I E N C E

THE NEX T STEP IN THE
MOTOR SPORT DIRECTION
M A S T E R G T 4 T R A I N I N G I N T H E P O R S C H E 718 C AY M A N G T 4 C S

At the Porsche Track Experience Master GT4 training, the focus is on safely manoeuvring Porsche
racing cars. For the first time, you can also perfect your driving skills in a manual Porsche Cayman GT4
Clubsport – after successfully completing a Master training course. Experienced instructors give you
continuous feedback and teach you about the specific, fundamental driving technologies of Porsche
racing cars using evaluation methods and video analysis.

porsche.com/trackexperience
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Give yourself the optimal preparation for the track with the track simulator. The ultra-modern Factor 2
software is also used by most professional racing teams and simulates the vehicle dynamics of a Porsche
911 GT3 Cup with precision. Throughout a 90-minute training session, instructors experienced in motorsport polish your personal performance with you for the subsequent driving days at the Porsche Track
Experience Master events. Look forward to an exceptional training experience.
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911 Carrera S, fuel consumption: urban 14.5–12.9 l/100 km, extra-urban 7.7–7.3 l/100 km,
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combined 10.0–9.6 l/100 km, CO₂ emissions: combined 227–220 g/km
911 Carrera 4, fuel consumption: urban 12.6 l/100 km, extra-urban 7.8 l/100 km,
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combined 9.6 l/100 km, CO₂ emissions: combined 218 g/km
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911 Carrera 4S, fuel consumption: urban 14.8–13.1 l/100 km, extra-urban 7.8–7.4 l/100 km,
combined 10.1–9.7 l/100 km, CO₂ emissions: combined 231–222 g/km

Porsche, the Porsche crest, 718, 911, Carrera, 918 Spyder, Boxster, Cayman, Cayenne,

911 GT3 RS, fuel consumption: urban 19.0 l/100 km, extra-urban 9.8 l/100 km,

Macan, Panamera, Taycan, Targa, PDK, PCCB, PCM, PSM, Tequipment, Tiptronic and

combined 13.2 l/100 km, CO₂ emissions: combined 303 g/km
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Cayenne S, fuel consumption: urban 11.5–11.3 l/100 km, extra-urban 8.1–8.0 l/100 km,
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combined 9.4–9.2 l/100 km, CO₂ emissions: combined 215–211 g/km
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Taycan 4S, electricity consumption: combined 27.0–26.2 kWh/100 km; CO₂ emissions: combined 0 g/km
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