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EDITORIAL

Dear readers,
Don’t you wish you could stop time sometimes? We’re coming up with more
and more clever techniques to try and organise our daily routine, our job, our
entire life – just so that we can save as much time as possible. We wish we
had 25 hours instead of 24, and by the end of the day we always end up
feeling that time has somehow slipped through our fingers.
A tried-and-tested method of overcoming this frustrating feeling is to treat
yourself to some downtime and do something special. It may seem like
these extraordinary occasions are over in the blink of an eye, but when we
look back at everything we’ve experienced, it is these little moments of joy
that seem to last much longer than they did in reality.

PORSCHE EXPERIENCE
2021 Edition

Driving a Porsche has always been an incredible way to discover an intense
experience. Travelling with a Porsche, getting lost in the moment and creating
shared memories are such brilliant ways of making us feel that we have re
claimed some of the time that the stresses of daily life appear to rob from us.
It’s great that several psychologists agree with this philosophy. But the
most important thing for us is helping you discover life in the fast lane
through our Porsche Experiences. We started with just race track experiences, but Porsche has also been offering trips to the most beautiful destinations in the world for 25 years now. What started out in 1996 as the
“Porsche Travel Club” and a group driving experience in a 911 in Dubai has
developed into an extensive programme of different experiences, covering
many continents, different landscapes and unique vehicles each with their
own character.
Last year, the Taycan made its debut in the Porsche Experience programme.
Our first sports car that is not only electric, but that also has the power to
electrify our experiences in a very special way, allowing us to perceive time
in a brand new dimension.
In this issue of STORIES, we’ve once again compiled some incredible stories
about how you can get lost in the moment with fascinating experiences.
Be inspired by Porsche Experience and see how you can gain a brand new
perspective on speed and dynamics over the coming year, and claim back
some of that lost time. Slow living fast.
Kind regards,
Your
Porsche Experience Team
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Seeing
the
light
I feel the pleasant, gentle heat of the evening sun on my skin. Above me, the bright blue
sky slowly turns a warm shade of orange. The colour is changing practically before my
eyes, as if someone were using a brush to gradually paint over all of the blue patches. It’s
an incredible feeling to drive through the fascinating cork-oak forests, surrounded by the
matt red of the freshly cut stumps, or to enjoy the view from the cockpit of the 911 as you
drive past the mountain lake Embalse de Zahara with its glittering turquoise water. What
is particularly striking is the unique light that gives the whole scene an illusory quality.
Copy

Melissa Rausch

Photos Tobias Habermann
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C L E A R LY A N D M O R E I N T E N S E LY T H A N I H AV E A N Y W H E R E E L S E .

What a surprise when the intense, bright turquoise of a mountain lake
suddenly appears between olive trees in the austere Andalusian hinterland.

The Porsche Travel Experience Southern Spain is turning out to be quite
different to what I had imagined. I’m driving along the Andalusian coast in a
Porsche 911 Cabriolet, feeling the wind in my hair and breathing in the scent
of the Mediterranean Sea. But who would have thought that Andalusia had so
much more to offer besides the coast and the sea? What really awaited me
were vast uninhabited areas, impressive views, hardly any traffic, and winding
country roads practically made for a Porsche, like those in the Sierra de Grazalema. Aside from the driving experience, we explored narrow Moorish streets
on foot in cities such as Seville and Málaga and learnt about a culture with an
unbelievably rich history. The experience is best described as a combination of
dynamic stretches of road, vast mountainous landscapes, glittering blue sea,
mouth-watering food and fascinating cities.
A recurring feature of Andalusia is the light. It is reflected in a whole host of
different angles, shapes and features. Sometimes it is soft, sometimes it is
glaring and sometimes it appears from nowhere between the expansive olive
groves. With each day, with each kilometre that we spent discovering the
hinterland of Andalusia, I experienced the light more clearly and more intensely
than I have anywhere else.

Even from a great distance, the white villages stand out from the horizon in the light of the
Andalusian sun. Picturesque atop mountains or remote in the vastness of the hinterland.
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Today, the Moorish castle still towers over Zahara de la Sierra, one of the most impressive white villages in Andalusia.
A gleaming white, the houses built below the castle on the mountain reflect the bright midday light.

Again and again, we are able to drive our Porsche cars right into the centres of the Andalusian villages, which are often deserted when we arrive.

W H O WO UL D H AV E T H O U G H T T H AT A NDA L U S I A H A S S O MU C H MO R E
TO OFFER BESIDES THE COAST AND THE SEA?
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The Porsche Travel Experience Southern Spain is
best described as a combination of outstanding
driving days, exclusive hotels, mouth-watering
food and encounters with fascinating people.

I remember gazing out over the wings of the 911
and seeing the tablelands flickering in the heat. At
first small and shadowy but becoming clearer the
closer we came, the silhouettes of the gleaming
white Andalusian villages emerged on the horizon:
a remote settlement on a vast plain or a spectacular
construction on top of a mountain, like Arcos de la
Frontera.
In Ronda, the famous town built on a rock that was
once described by Ernest Hemingway, we parked
our vehicles in front of the bullring. From there, it
was just a few steps to marvel at the view of the
old stone bridge over the canyon. At that very moment, with the sun setting it off so spectacularly, I
couldn’t help but feel that the bridge was built to
harmonise with the light and fit seamlessly into the
landscape.
Even in our hotels, the Andalusian light was a frequent and always surprising companion – flooding
through the large windows of our suites at the Finca
Cortesin, for example, as well as illuminating the
fairways with a mild morning light as we looked out
over the hotel’s golf course. The light even reached
the enchanting courtyard of the Finca Cortesin,
where we enjoyed delicious tapas at sunset as the
sky above us transformed into a dark blue sea full
of intensely glowing stars. “Far from big cities, the
hinterland of Andalusia, with its mild temperatures
and cloudless nights, is one of the best places in
Europe to watch the stars”, Sam told me, having
come all the way from California for this travel
experience. Truth be told, I don’t remember ever
seeing the stars so close or so clear as here.
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And yet one city and one moment in particular has stayed in my memory: Seville. A lively,
colourful city, characterised by Arabic influences and the interplay of light, shadow, architecture and geometric patterns. As we walked through the city, I felt the sunlight really hit my
skin. It was hot and the scent of orange trees had been in the air all day, when we stepped out
of a shady side street into the Plaza de España and the cathedral rose up before us in the gentle
orange and golden evening light. Every single one of the international participants in our group
was overwhelmed by this sight and the effect of the light.
This trip gave me so many surprising impressions; every day of driving was a highlight in itself.
I was able to discover the country and the people in an extraordinary sports car, met fascinating
people and had unique experiences. But above all, the light in Andalusia surprised me with all
of its different aspects, and I am truly curious to find out what there will be to discover on the
next Porsche Travel Experience.
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TR AV EL E X PERIENCE
SOUTHERN SPAIN
D U R A T I ON

7 days

DATES

09.05. - 15.05.2021
17.05. - 23.05.2021
17.10. - 23.10.2021
25.10. - 31.10.2021

T OUR OPER AT OR

SPORT TOTAL EVENT GmbH

ROUTE
Sevilla

Hotel Alfonso XIII
Hotel La Bobadilla
Loja
Zahara de
la Sierra
Málaga
Gran Hotel Miramar

Ronda

Marbella

Arcos de la Frontera

Casares
Finca Cortesin Hotel Golf & Spa

WORLD-FAMOUS CITIES
AND IDYLLIC PROVINCES
HIGHLIGHTS
• Lots of driving with some challenging stages through
nature reserves and mountain ranges
• A n exciting sightseeing agenda that includes
both historical and modern points of interest
• E xclusive opportunities to enjoy regional specialties

Follow in the footsteps of the ancient Romans and
the Moors: Seize glory in Southern Spain. To be more
specific: Seize glory in Andalusia, one of the most
historic regions in Europe. Its cultural and culinary heritage makes Andalusia a paradise for those seeking an
immersive travel experience. Combined with intensive
driving routes that take in world-famous cities and
towns such as Málaga, Seville and Arcos de la Frontera
as well as idyllic provinces and nature reserves, the
cultural and culinary adventure transforms this Porsche
Travel Experience into something truly unforgettable.

Scan the code for detailed information
about the travel programme.
porsche.com/travelexperience
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THOUGHT
YOU KNEW
EVERYTHING
YOU NEEDED
TO ABOUT
TA PA S ? T HEN
YOU’LL BE
SURPRISED
BY HOW
YOUNG CHEFS
ARE REINTERPRETING
THIS SPANISH
TRADITION!

Copy

Melissa Rausch

Photos La Brunilda
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When having tapas, the most important thing is to share, discover and enjoy
the dishes together. You didn’t know this? If you’re familiar with the traditional
tapas culture, that’s not so surprising. In most circumstances, you should – at
all costs – refrain from occasionally stealing a piece of jamón iberico, a corner
of the tortilla de patatas, or a small boqueron frito from the plate of the person standing next to you at the bar. However, different rules apply if you are a
customer at Diego Caminos’ tapas bar “La Brunilda” in Seville. He believes that
the tapas culture in Spain has changed significantly. While customers used to
stand alone at the bar with a beer and a plate with a few olives or ham slices, the
innovative young chefs at some tapas places now make surprising and unusual
creations that people can enjoy and snack on together.

In the middle of Seville’s old town, a little hidden away, the tapas bar “La Brunilda”
awaits you.

TODAY, TAPAS ARE FAR MORE THAN THE TRADITIONAL RECIPES YOU MAY
BE FAMILIAR WITH. AT LEAST, THEY ARE IF YOU FOLLOW OUR RECOMMENDATION.

The tapas culture has evolved because the customers have, says Diego Caminos. But perhaps it is also down to people like him who are keen to take a more
experimental approach as they did not grow up with the Andalusian culture of
small appetisers. Diego is Argentinian and, thanks to his tapas bar L A B R U N I LD A , one of the most prominent advocates for N O U V E L L E TA P A in Spain. Take a
moment to think about the molecular creations of someone like Ferran Adrià …
Diego Caminos’ tapas are the complete opposite! He sees himself not as a representative of the avantgarde, but as someone who modernises traditions. His interpretations of tapas focus more on the finished product than on the methods
used to prepare it. His creations are all about showcasing the flavours of good
ingredients. The daily menu of L A B R U N I L D A is therefore relatively minimal, yet
offers enough variety for customers to be pleasantly surprised by unexpected
taste experiences.

An unusually modern ambience welcomes the customers of this tapas bar.

While Javier Abascal opts for an unexpectedly modern ambience, serving his
tapas selection in the courtyard of a tastefully modernised hotel, L A B R U N I L D A
has a rather modest, slightly rustic flair. Behind the striking blue door of Calle
Galera that is somewhat reminiscent of the national colours of Diego’s native
Argentina, you’ll find simple wooden tables and the day’s tapas recommendations written in chalk on a wall-mounted blackboard. And of course, you can still
eat your appetisers in the traditional way, standing at the bar. Perhaps you’ll
end up talking to a local who will let you taste their tapas selection? But only if
you’re prepared to let them sample the delicacies on your plate in return! Give
it a try during your stay in Seville. You have to be a little brave, but it makes the
surprise all the greater!

Javier Abascal surprises his guests with extraordinary tapas creations.
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PORSCHE
TRAVEL CLUB
EXPERIENCING PORSCHE MEANS DRIVING, DRIVING AND MORE DRIVING. ON THE MOST BEAUTIFUL ROADS IN THE MOST EXTRAORDINARY DESTINATIONS AROUND THE WORLD. BECAUSE TRAVELLING ALONE IS FUN, BUT IN A GROUP OF LIKE-MINDED PEOPLE IT BECOMES SO MUCH MORE – THE IDEA OF OFFERING PORSCHE ENTHUSIASTS EXTRAORDINARY TRAVEL EXPERIENCES WAS
BORN EARLY ON. EXACTLY 25 YEARS AGO, THE TIME HAD COME – IT ALL BEGAN WITH THE FIRST PORSCHE TRIP TO THE DESERT
METROPOLIS DUBAI.

PORSCHE EXPERIENCE |
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The new Porsche Travel Club catalogue is available around the clock from the Porsche online shop: Phone and fax 0137 - 356 911.

Drive a Porsche through the desert.
Fly a MiG 29.
Try to circle the earth in 30 hours.

“Porsche Travel Club”, “Porsche Travel”, “Porsche World of Experience”. Three different names with three clear ideas were
presented to the public at the IAA in September 1995. Porsche
styled itself as “The Excitement Company” in line with the vision
of its marketing managers at the time. By the mid-1990s, this
branding saw the company go beyond fascinating vehicles to offer high-quality accessories, the Porsche Sport Driving School
and exclusive access to motorsport events. Relevant trips were
then arranged to expand this world of experiences even further
and deliver on the brand’s mission statement. Trips that would
not only be exclusive, but that would also allow guests to enjoy
unique experiences very different to their usual routines and
everyday lives with Porsche and Porsche vehicles. The idea from
the very beginning was to organise trips to the most beautiful
regions and dream roads in Europe but, most importantly, to include extrao rdinary highlights on the travel programme. One of
the long-standing project managers at Porsche Travel Experience
heard stories from colleagues about the initial ideas that the
small team developed at the time: “Learning to fly an MiG-29 as
part of a trip to Moscow – we knew that had never been done before. That’s why we wanted to offer our guests this experience –
and we did it!”

For 7 days, we let you forget the remaining 359.

In addition to offering these highlights, the Porsche Travel trips
also needed to be impeccably organised, ensuring that everything
had been thought of to allow the guests to enjoy themselves as
much as possible. This is why the team’s specification defined the
offerings as “not only exclusive, but also inclusive”. The Porsche
Travel Club was initially set up as a two-year pilot project in order
to gain experience and further optimise the travel concepts.

Porsche Travel Club

If an ad says it all and leaves you wanting more, a year can’t have enough days. So it’s fortunate that
Porsche Travel Experience was founded in a leap year.

022 — 023
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WHEN IT COMES TO DRIVING A PORSCHE, MOST ENTHUSIASTS
WILL FIRST THINK OF PORSCHE’S ICONIC SPORTS CAR. THE 911, OF
COURSE. BUT EVEN IN THE YEAR THAT PORSCHE TRAVEL CLUB WAS
FOUNDED, ENTHUSIASTS COULD ALSO INDULGE THEIR FASCINATION
WITH DRIVING A PORSCHE WITH THE AGILE MID-ENGINE SPORTS CAR
KNOWN AS THE “BOXSTER” THAT HAD JUST BEEN RELEASED.

The driving
tours are
spectacular.
The accommodation is
amazing!
Charles/Travel Experience Tuscany

YEAR

In March 1996, 20 journalists acted as the advance party for the first Porsche
Travel Club trip to Dubai – and after five days, they were completely blown
away by the new idea, quickly opening the floodgates for the first guests to
experience the new symbiosis of Porsche and travel. Adverts for the experiences garnered plenty of attention by promising spectacular highlights and
one key factor: All guests could leave the stresses of everyday life behind. Or,
as 1996 was a leap year, “For 7 days you can forget the remaining 359”.
A lot has happened since the first Travel Club trip. The “Porsche Travel Club”
became “Porsche Travel Experience”, a global success story with local offerings in the USA, Canada and China, as well as Russia since 2020. The trip
counters, old-fashioned paper maps and meticulously detailed travel books
from years gone by have now been replaced by modern navigation systems,
Google Maps and GPS trackers to pinpoint the best travel routes and destinations for each individual trip. Because one thing is as important to Porsche
Travel Experience guests today as it was to the Porsche Travel Club guests
from the very beginning 25 years ago: They want to join a small group of other Porsche enthusiasts and drive on roads in the most beautiful areas of the
world – roads that they otherwise may never have discovered. They want to
experience the fascination of Porsche whilst also benefitting from local insider tips courtesy of the tour guides who have perfected every last detail of the
trip. In addition to these exclusive tips, each programme includes experiences
such as a rustic dinner high up in the Alps or a pizza baking class in Italy. Even
though it is a fascination with Porsche that brings them together, it is often
these experiences that turn guests into friends. What then tends to happen
is that the guests work with the specialists at Porsche Travel Experience to
create their own individual routes and programmes – a wonderful opportunity
to discover new and exciting destinations with family or friends.

S

Impressions from 25 years of Porsche Travel
Experience: The Porsche models change.
The number of destinations continues to
grow. The memories of unique experiences
are still guaranteed.

A few years later, Porsche’s first SUV, the Cayenne, offered the chance to include destinations and routes in the Porsche travel programme that were not
suitable for pure-bred sports cars. And this opened the door for some completely new adventures: nights watching the stars from a tent in the deserts
of Dubai. Off-road trails and incredible experiences with nature in Namibia. A
winter trip through snow and ice to the North Cape. As you might expect, the
first fully electric Porsche, the Taycan, has also inspired the Porsche Travel
Experience team to come up with even more new travel ideas that focus on
the fascination of sporty e-mobility. New and exciting “edutainment” formats
allow guests on the “Travel Experience Norway“ to discover topics related to
sustainable tourism and sustainable mobility in addition to enjoying the fascinating tours that are made possible by fully electric Porsche vehicles.
Regardless of which type of vehicle is best-suited for each trip , these unique
travel experiences, often far away from the usual luxury hotels and tourist
towns, have been increasingly popular since the initial plans for the Porsche
Travel Club. Since 2020, “Adventure Travel” has been offered and expanded as
a separate category, providing a real change and alternative to luxury travel
with Porsche sports cars, in which driving pleasure is as important today as it
was 25 years ago.

Amazing routes.
Staff makes you feel
at home, part of the family,
always taking care of us.

From the North Cape to South Africa and around the globe, new destinations are constantly
opening up for extraordinary trips with Porsche Travel Experience.

Jekaterina/Travel Experience Northern Spain
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BADEN-BADEN

Travelling by car? If the drive is more important than the destination,
the journey can’t be long enough!

B 500 SCHWARZWALDHOCHSTRASSE
Geroldsau

ABOUT
THE
ROAD
Over the last 25 years, Porsche Travel Experience guests have discovered
some of the most beautiful and spectacular roads and routes in the world.
The travel and project managers from Porsche Travel Experience are constantly looking for new, spectacular routes as they explore South America,
Australia, China, the USA, Canada, Russia and many European destinations.
As you would expect, they always take on board the feedback from guests
when planning new destinations: What did the guests enjoy the most? What
did they think were the most stunning parts of the trip? Which routes would
they like to have seen included in a travel programme? The Porsche Travel
Experience offerings are constantly being updated and even guests who
have already taken part in several trips still discover plenty of surprises.
Challenging mountain routes, drives
through canyons and across vast
plains – even after 25 years, the specialists at Porsche Travel Experience
are still discovering new and unknown
routes. These provide a starting point
for new travel programmes, or keep
existing programmes up to date with
surprising new twists.

It’s difficult to pick out the absolute highlight from the range of options
available – after all, much of this opinion comes down to personal preference. Would you prefer the challenge of driving the winding alpine roads of
South Tyrol or the bliss of meandering through the French countryside? How
about driving the American highways nestled within the spectacular landscape of Colorado or the Atlantic Northeast? Would you enjoy the coastal
roads of Croatia or have you always wanted to be on the other side of the
world in an open-top Porsche, following the same route as the Targa Tasmania?

THE “SCHWARZWALDHOCHSTRASSE” OR BLACK FOREST HIGH ROAD STRETCHES 60 KILOMETRES
FROM FREUDENSTADT IN THE SOUTH TO BADEN-BADEN, CROSSING THROUGH THE NORTHERN
BLACK FOREST. ALTHOUGH IT WAS BUILT 90 YEARS AGO, IT IS STILL ONE OF THE MOST BEAUTIFUL
AND POPULAR SECTIONS OF HIGHWAY IN THE BLACK FOREST. A DREAM ROUTE IN EVERY SENSE.
AND A TRUE CLASSIC OF THE PORSCHE TRAVEL EXPERIENCE.

Badener Höhe
Schwarzenbachtalsperre

Sand
Hundseck
Breitenbrunnen

Unterstmatt
Hornisgrinde
Mummelsee

Ruhestein

Karlsruher Grat
Allerheiligen

Starting in Freudenstadt, the Schwarzwaldhochstraße winds across the Black
Forest mountain ridge through the village of Kniebis. However, we take a different route right from the start. Taking a small detour via Baiersbronn allows
guests to enjoy driving the former Ruhstein mountain race track. When you
reach the top, the first few kilometres are fast and smooth with plenty of turns
and fantastic views all the way over to the Vosges Mountains. In addition to the
winding curves, the route has several straight stretches that invite drivers to
really pick up some speed – within the permitted speed limit, of course. But
it is the bends and the views that are most fascinating aspect here anyway. A
few sections of the road wind through the dense forests that gave the area its
name. Near the highest point of the region, around the Hornisgrinde mountain,
there are some wonderful viewpoints and many places to relax and enjoy the
view.
From an altitude of over 1,000 metres, the last few kilometres of the route descend sharply to Baden-Baden. Dozens of narrow, winding roads lead down to
the Rhine, creating the impression of driving on a race track. The next stop is

Exhilarating
driving
on windy
mountain
roads.

Schwanenwasen

Schliffkopf

Zuflucht

Alexanderschanze
Kniebis

Baden-Baden, the cosmopolitan town famous for its spas and casinos. Fancy
a coffee on the terrace of a chic grand hotel? Or a stroll through the elegant
parks before spending the rest of the day relaxing at one of the many excellent
restaurants?
The Schwarzwaldhochstraße features in the Porsche Travel Experience
Black Forest, and is a thrilling experience for guests from Germany and further
afield, even after 25 years.

On a clear day, the view from the Black Forest highway sweeps over the Rhine plain all the way to
the Vosges mountains.

Douglas/Travel Experience
Southern Spain

As there are just so many experiences to choose from, we’ve decided to stay
close to home and present one of the route highlights that has been in the
programme from the very beginning and continues to delight our guests
after 25 years.

YEAR

BETWEEN
FIR TREES AND
FANTASIES

S
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C ollect moments , not things .

T r a v e l E xperience

FUTURE
WHAT TRENDS WILL SHAPE THE MARKET FOR HIGH-QUALITY LUXURY TRAVEL IN THE FUTURE? WHAT WILL BE THE MOST SIGNIFICANT CHANGES?
AND HOW IS PORSCHE TRAVEL EXPERIENCE PREPARING FOR THESE CHANGES? WE TAKE A LOOK BEHIND THE SCENES IN AN INTERVIEW WITH
HEAD OF PORSCHE EXPERIENCE, CHRISTIAN LEHWALD.

When you compare your current travel programme with the programmes offered in the first few years, what are the biggest changes?

In an unexpected turn of events, travelling by car has become immensely
popular as a result of the coronavirus pandemic. Our wide range of options includes
several exciting experiences in this segment. Our focus has always been on offering

We are still enthusiastic about the idea of offering a one-of-a-kind experience
centred on the Porsche brand but not centred solely on driving. In fact, we have never
been so focused on this core idea. After 25 successful years, Porsche Travel Experience is very well-known among our existing customers but we want to continue
captivating new target groups with the Porsche brand. At the same time, our aim is
to ensure that we can maintain the existing offering with the same quality standard
and variety as before.

a comprehensive personal service. We assume that individuality, flexibility and smart
digital solutions will become more important in future.

The market for luxury travel is constantly changing. It’s necessary to consider not only new destinations, but also new travel formats and changing travel
habits. How do the needs and expectations of your guests today differ from those
from 10 or 25 years ago?
Issues such as sustainability and digitalisation have become hugely important.
To appeal to new and younger target groups, we have to put even greater emphasis on
these themes. We are also expanding our group travel options. We are giving participants more opportunities to tailor their experience to their individual needs.

We’ve already seen changes to Porsche sports cars that reflect developments happening in society, but growing environmental awareness has also influenced your travel offerings. What trends do you see in the market for high-quality
luxury travel in the coming years and which of these trends do you think are particularly relevant for your guests?

YEAR

We have one main goal at Porsche Travel Experience: To create unforgettable
moments in a Porsche in the most beautiful destinations around the world – with
excellent service, attention to detail and a focus on personal needs.
Sustainability is clearly becoming more and more important in our daily lives,
but I am certain that it will also become an increasingly decisive factor for success
in tourism. Since the launch of the Taycan, Porsche has been able to offer guests the
opportunity to drive a sports car without the CO2 emissions. Thanks to our range of
experiences centred on pure-electric sports cars and plug-in hybrids, Porsche Experience is also a pioneer of sustainable mobility. We combine sustainability with
unforgettable experiences.

Porsche Travel Experience may be a small player in the travel market, but
this surely means that any new ideas are always developed with an extra personal
touch. How do you go beyond simply responding to your customers’ changing expectations and actually anticipate them?
We wanted to remain a small and dedicated team right from the start. We
stand by that decision. We interact with our guests and use direct feedback to generate ideas for constantly expanding and improving our offering. But we still keep an
eye on the key trends developing in the premium customer segment. Our interactions
with guests will always be the most important factor for continuing to fulfil the sophisticated expectations of our customers. That’s why we pay close attention to how
our team is organised. Many years of experience, excellent networking – including
help from colleagues in other Porsche subsidiaries – and genuine enthusiasm for
travel are essential for sustaining our success.

PORSCHE TRAVEL
EXPERIENCE IS AN

EXPERIENCE
DRIVING A PORSCHE IS, OF COURSE, THE FOCAL POINT OF EVERY PORSCHE TRAVEL EXPERIENCE BUT PARTICIPANTS QUITE RIGHTLY EXPECT MORE
FROM THE ULTIMATE TRAVEL EXPERIENCE. THAT’S WHY EVERY PORSCHE TRAVEL EXPERIENCE OFFERS EVEN MORE THAN EXCITING ROADS, EXCELLENT HOTELS AND EXQUISITE RESTAURANTS – UNIQUE OPPORTUNITIES TO DISCOVER NEW THINGS ARE AVAILABLE RIGHT FROM THE START. SOME
OF THESE EXPERIENCES ARE THINGS THAT MONEY CAN’T BUY, BUT THEY ARE ALWAYS EXPERIENCES THAT STAY WITH YOU FOREVER. WHAT DO YOU
HAVE LEFT ON YOUR BUCKET LIST? SEE WHAT SURPRISES WE HAVE IN STORE FOR THE NEXT 25 YEARS OF PORSCHE 2 .

A SOUND
SWEETER THAN
A FLAT ENGINE

OUT OF
THIS WORLD

Is Rome really the ideal city to fully experience everything that a Porsche
has to offer? Traffic restrictions, traffic jams and ancient road surfaces
are certainly not what Porsche enthusiasts expect from their Porsche
Experience trip! That’s why the “Exclusive Porsche Tour of Rome” route
starts in southern Lazio, a region that boasts beautiful landscapes, sites
of great historical significance and a traditional wine culture. However,
all of the guests were unanimous that the real highlight of this two-day
tour was actually a much more tranquil affair: a private visit to the Vatican
Museums with a private guide outside of the official opening hours, plus
an extraordinary musical event as the finale. A 100-strong choir sang the
Mass in the Sistine Chapel, exclusively for the Porsche Experience guests.
For once, on this specific occasion, a six-cylinder flat engine was not the
most beautiful sound to be heard. But for once, on this specific occasion,
nobody seemed to miss it.

Great experience and a great
team running the event.

S

In 2021, celebrate 25 years of Porsche Travel
Experience by joining us on a 52-stage virtual
world tour.
porsche.com/stories

Michael/Travel Experience Iceland
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While travelling with Porsche Travel Experience, guests are always excited
to do some driving – but always within the specified limits and restrictions. But what would guests think if we really pushed the speed limit
at the very start of a Porsche Travel Experience? If we offered an absolutely one-of-a-kind experience? Maybe even at supersonic speeds? What
about a flight in a real fighter jet? It’s not an experience that everyone
will enjoy, but the guests on the MiG-29 tour signed up for exactly that
and will certainly never forget it. The airbase is located just over an hour’s
drive from Moscow. It can also be reached quickly and conveniently via
Volgogradsky Prospekt metro station and European Route E30. When
the guests arrived, the MiG-29 was waiting for the speed junkies among
them. Within seconds, this fighter jet is able to travel at twice the speed
of sound. Looping, rolling and spinning were all part of the experience, as
was ascending to more than 20 kilometres. At that height, you can see the
curvature of the earth and you start to feel like you’re almost up in space.

028 — 029

»

ADD
LIFE
TO YOUR
D A Y S.

ADVEN
T U R E

NOT
DAYS
TO YOUR
L I F E.

E X P E R
I E N C E
032 	
M O R E T H A N JU S T A
TICK ON A BUCKET
LIST

	Drift with ice floes in the Norwegian Sea.
A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to visit
the North Cape. Listen to the stories of the
Sami. The Porsche Adventure Experience
Arctic has it all, and much more!

042

» N AT UR E C O ME S
F IR S T; W E R ELY O N I T«

	Far beyond the Arctic Circle, the Sami
people know what it means to live in
harmony with nature, rather than working
against it.
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A dd L i f e to y our da y s . N ot D a y s to y our li f e .

a d v enture e x perience

69° 44´N, 30° 3´O

PORSCHE ADVENTURE EXPERIENCE ARCTIC

MORE THAN
JUST A TICK ON
A BUCKET LIST
I glide in, weightless. It’s just on my hands in my webbed gloves where I start to notice the cold
creeping over my skin. How long is this survival suit supposed to withstand the freezing temperature
of the Arctic Ocean? The dense layers of the suit are all that stand between me and the water. The
sky closes in around me, a grey dome above my head. Here, outside the harbour in Kirkenes, Norway,
I’m beginning to realise just how powerful nature can be. The unusual situation is oppressive, yet
at the same time I’m feeling an unimaginable sense of freedom. Time seems to solidify into ice.
My thoughts wander as I float in the water ...

Copy Carsten Cierniak
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A d v enture e x perience

Memories from my journey capture my attention; moments of pure joy. I start thinking about the
first few days of our trip. About the driving safety training. Jussi, the instructor, stands before me,
explaining to me and my group how to drive correctly on snow and ice at the Porsche Driving Area in
Levi in the north of Finland. He tells us what to do if we suddenly encounter a reindeer: “Keep calm”,
is his advice. Before long, we’re heading straight onto the prepared tracks. It’s time to experience the
Cayenne for the first time – get to know the car, get a feel for how it handles and how to deal with
the icy road surface. We’re doing the training to prepare us for what we will encounter throughout the
stages of our journey.

The convoy heads towards the Nor th Cape in the arctic t wilight.

But the driving experience is also about having fun. And that’s exactly
what we did during the next few days of our trip. My thoughts turn to all
the routes that we’ve mastered. And all the snow we’ve seen. The Porsche
Adventure Experience Arctic has changed my perspective on snow. Finns
have 120 different words for snow. I know almost as many now myself.
Coarse, rough, smooth, crusty ... Every icy and snowy road is a new experience. Whenever the steering wheel vibrates or I hear the tyre spikes
rattling, I learn how to adapt my driving style more effectively to the road
surface. The Porsche Cayenne and the spikes give you a certain confidence
in your own abilities, but it’s staying alert that can be crucial. Not an easy
task on dead straight roads, surrounded by white, passing tree after tree,
for hours on end ... Staying focused when junctions and bends are few and
far between is the key to driving for hours. And doing it until it becomes
second nature. It dawns on me that it’s like a form of meditation as I think
back on the many hours I spent in my Cayenne. I think about Finland’s
endless plains, Norway’s hilly landscape broken up by fjords – my head
spins with impressions and feelings from my days behind the wheel, when
all my attention was focused on the road.
My thoughts of driving begin to fade. I think I’ve just got even colder. I start
reminiscing about the North Cape. The air at the end of the world is colder
than anywhere else. It’s a unique experience to stand on the cape, just a
few metres from the abyss, looking out at the Arctic Ocean. Only Svalbard
separates me and my companions from the North Pole. The minutes pass,
the cold cuts deeper and deeper through our winter clothing, but our eyes
will never tire of the view – the sea, the horizon and the snow-capped
cliffs. I look at my travelling companions, taking in how their eyes shine
with the joy of experiencing this incredible moment.
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Mirror-like ice is our constant companion.
But after just a few kilometres, the tyre spikes make us feel
more secure behind the steering wheel.

034 — 035

You can find information about consumption and CO₂ emissions on page 123.
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D e spi te t he low temp er at ure s , t he war mt h of t he milk y sunlight is not ic e able as i t f il ter s t hrough t he mor ning mis t .

I’ve experienced so many moments of joy like this on our journey. Moments
captured forever as memories. Like the time we spent in a reindeer breeder’s
yurt when we visited his family. In the glow of the tent fire, we learnt about
the history of his people, the Sami, and about how they manage to live a
modern life while maintaining their tradition and culture. Snowmobiles,
smartphones, GPS trackers and helicopters are all necessary in rounding up
the herd. “I live my life in the present moment”, says the Sami chief as he
gives us coffee.
His words have stuck with me. Immersed in the nature of Samiland, you
quickly lose all sense of time. It certainly happened to me when we went
out with the sledge dogs, the winter landscape whizzing past our sledges
in the middle of the frozen fjord near Kirkenes. The icy headwind fills my
lungs and the panting of the huskies reaches my ears, creating myriad
impressions that make the whole experience something extraordinary.

Want to experience the tour in 360°? Simply scan
the code to experience breath-taking Scandinavian
landscapes.
experience.porsche.com/360arctic

It’s not just the days driving in the Porsche Cayenne that are special. It’s all
of the experiences in Finland and Norway’s winter landscapes that make
the trip unique. I share all of these experiences with other people. “You get
to know other participants from around the world during the trip. In fact,
you make new friends”, Mario says to me as we eat king crab together
one evening. Mario comes from Germany, and our group includes people
from Singapore, Italy and South Korea. A real mix from across the globe,
all connected by this adventure with a Porsche. But most of all connected
by the experiences from the journey. Stories that we will remember for
the rest of our lives. Like sledging with huskies, or watching Kore from
Norway – wearing just a T-shirt – pulling huge king crabs out of an ice
hole. Our dinner. The tender meat of the king crabs tastes best fresh and
steamed, accompanied by nothing more than some butter, lemon and bread.
The simple things are often more extraordinary than you might think. I’ve
experienced this again and again in Samiland.

The range of dif ferent activities, such as visiting a Sami family at their reindeer farm or sledging with huskies,
brings the group closer together ever y day.
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One last walk before bed? The snow hotel and it s grounds are
magical, especially in the evening.

The snow hotel in Kirkenes is also exceptional. Our stay there was not the
only adventure-filled night of our trip, but the form and look of the hotel
certainly stands out in my memory. Featuring ice sculptures and unique
themed suites, the snow hotel is essentially a work of art made of snow.
Sleeping under 300 tons of snow is certainly a novel experience.
Remembering the cold of the snow hotel makes me realise where I am again.
I’m back in the present moment, floating off the coast of Kirkenes, enclosed
in my survival suit. In the Arctic Ocean. My hands are gradually becoming
rigid with cold. My gaze wanders to the cutter, where our captain, Mika, is
standing at the railing and looking at me. The sense of freedom I had from
being in the icy water is rapidly leaving me. Instinctively, I start paddling
back to the boat. I claw my way up the ladder and grab the helping hand that
Mika offers to pull me on board. Helped by this bearded man, I peel myself
out of the survival suit and breathe in the icy air. My gaze wanders from the
water to the sky and back to the coast. Relief spreads through me at once,
but I’m also filled with joy because I have mastered this challenge. My fellow
passengers on the boat are bubbling over with the same liberating sense of
triumph. We share high-fives and laugh together. I can see exactly what I’m
experiencing reflected in their faces.

There’s something new to see around ever y bend
and through ever y tunnel.
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Achieving something that you had always set out to achieve is a delightful
feeling. Everyone has dreams in life. But most of them remain exactly that
for a lifetime: just dreams. Swimming in the Arctic Ocean, unique driving
experiences in Samiland, the view from the North Cape, sledging with
huskies, eating fresh king crabs, enjoying the hospitality of a Sami family – so
many of these experiences could be a tick on someone’s bucket list. This trip
has given me several opportunities that I can now cross off my own list. I’ve
frequently been out of my comfort zone and I’ve had to learn what my limits
are. Feeling completely out of your depth is what an adventure is all about
though, isn’t it?
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A DV ENT URE E X PERIENCE
ARC TIC
DUR ATION

8 days

DATES

16.02. - 23.02.2021
25.02. - 04.03.2021

T OUR OPER AT OR

SPORT TOTAL EVENT GmbH

ROUTE
North Cape

Kongsfjord Gjestehus
Tana

Onga Mountain Lodge

Lakselv Hotel

Alta

Kirkenes
Kirkenes Snowhotel

Kautokeino
Inari

Levi

Hotel Levi Panorama

ADVENTURES IN A WORLD OF
ICE AND SNOW
HIGHLIGHTS
• One-day driving course on snow and ice
• Lots of driving through the breath-taking winter
landscape of Scandinavia
• V isit to the North Cape
• S wimming in a survival suit
• Range of experiences, from husky tours to fishing
for king crabs

Icy temperatures, arctic winds, and snow as far as the
eye can see: Discover new challenges and explore the
picturesque winter landscapes of Northern Scandinavia. Get behind the wheel of a Porsche Cayenne to master all the challenges of this demanding route from Levi
in Finland to the North Cape in Norway. Put yourself to
the test on multiple long stages in Arctic conditions
that demand maximum skill – it’s a travel experience
that certainly won’t leave you cold.

Scan the code for detailed information
about the programme.
porsche.com/adventureexperience
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A dd L ife t o y o u r da y s . N o t D a y s t o y o u r life .

»N ATURE
C OMES FIRS T;
W E RELY ON IT«

“There was more snow than ever this year”, our host Lars Mathis tells us,
throwing some more logs onto the fire. Lars is the chief of a Sami family living
by the Karasjohka River in Northern Norway, right on the border with Finland.
Today, however, it’s raining. “It’s bad for the reindeer”, he tells us, shaking his
head thoughtfully. The 65-year-old Sami chief explains that the rain hardens
the surface of the snow, making it difficult for the animals to find food in
the already sparse winter soil. His face is marked by years of hard work and
endless, dark winter months, but his expression fills with warmth when he
talks about his animals – and when his daughter enters the “lavvu”, the traditional Sami tent. Anne-Margrete Mathis plans to uphold her family’s traditions.
“The traditional crafts of my people are very important to me”, she explains as
she starts brewing coffee. While a biting wind batters the outside of the tent,
the Adventure Experience Arctic group sits around the fire and listens to Lars
Mathis
His eyes shine when he speaks of the Sami – his people who have bred reindeer
and lived in harmony with animals and the unique landscape for centuries.
There are now more reindeer than humans living in the icy wilderness of Samiland. The Sami population is estimated to be around 80,000 people. About
half of the Sami live in Norway, while the rest of the Sami population is spread
across Sweden, Finland and Russia.
“The reindeer are more than just livestock to us”, says Lars Mathis. “Our entire
life revolves around the reindeer.” This has been the case for generations, but
modern technology has still infiltrated the lives of the reindeer breeders. The
Sami now use snowmobiles and even helicopters in the summer to round up
their herds. It’s not always an easy task. The reindeer are allowed to roam
freely but every animal has an owner. The marking on an animal’s ear is the only
way for the reindeer breeders to tell which family it belongs to. This marking
has remained unchanged, as have many other things. The Sami knife, for example. “I can do anything with this – skin an animal, make coffee.” Anne-Margrete
pulls the hot coffee pot from the fire with a practised hand. “The knife is a
universal tool for all Sami.” The blade flashes orange in the glow of the fire as
she hands her father a coffee and sits down next to him with her own cup. “I
hope that one of my sons will continue to breed reindeer.”
The tent falls quiet; the fire crackles between us. Lars Mathis laughs suddenly,
as if he’s remembered something. “The reindeer surprise me every day. I learn
something new from them every day.” He explains that reindeer are incredibly
intelligent animals, all of their senses sharpened to detect danger in their
environment. For example, if the ice cracks under their hooves, they immediately choose a different route. “They have even made me more cautious”, says
Lars Mathis, sipping his coffee and gazing into the distance, as if he can see
through the tent and across the vast snowy landscape. “The reindeer don’t
need us, but we need them.”

DISCOVER
The Sami population in Scandinavia and Russia numbers
around

80,000 people in total

NORWAY

50K
of 5.368 million

SWEDEN

RUSSIA

FINLAND

20K 7K
of 10.23 million

2K

of 5.518 million

of 144.5 million

Sami handicraft is

called DUODJI . Everyday items, clothing and
accessories are decorated with artistic features.

TRADITIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP

is very important to the Sami.

REINDEER grow completely new ANTLERS every year.
Reindeer are the only deer species in which the females also
have antlers.

50 - 130 20 - 50
cm

cm

The ANTLERS of the males can GROW to around 50 to
130 centimetres long; the females’ antlers grow to only around
20 to 50 centimetres.

The Sami celebrate their national

Scan the adjacent QR code to watch the video on
your smartphone, or find out more at:
porsche.com/sami-family.

PORSCHE EXPERIENCE |

| 2021

042 — 043

06
FEB

holiday on February 6 during SAMI

WEEK in Tromsø.

The revellers

organise reindeer races, sing traditional
songs known as JOIK and eat plenty
of BIDOS (reindeer stew).

I

C

E

E X P E R
I E N C E
046 	S L EEP.
D R IF T.
R EP E AT.
	Sounds like a routine? Yes. Could be
kind of boring? On the contrary! Once
you’ve taken a Porsche around a bend in
a controlled drift, you can’t get enough.

056 	S H O W D O W N O N T HE
I C E T R AC K
	The Finns have more than 120 words
for ice and snow. Is it any wonder that
they know almost as many ways to
have fun on it?
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LIVE
LIFE
S IDE WAYS .
044 — 045

You can find information about consumption and CO₂ emissions on page 123.

L I V E L I F E S I D E WAY S .

I ce E xperience

PORSCHE

ICE
E X PER
IENCE

Sleep.
Drift.
Repeat.
Copy

Berthold Dörrich

Photos Amy Shore Photography

E A S Y. I T C E R TA I N LY L O O K S E A S Y T H E F I R S T T I M E W E WAT C H M A R I A M A K E T H E 9 11 F LY O V E R T H E I C Y T R A C K I N A D R I F T. E L E G A N T Y E T J U S T
A S S P E C TA C U L A R A S I H A D I M A G I N E D , S H E S E E M S T O R E TA I N C O M P L E T E C O N T R O L A S S H E P U S H E S T H E V E H I C L E T O I T S L I M I T S , B U T N E V E R
B E Y O N D , O N T H E S H I N I N G I C E . H O W E V E R , M A R I A T E L L S U S T H AT “ S P E C TA C U L A R ” I S N O T T H E R I G H T W O R D F O R W H AT W E A R E D O I N G H E R E
T O G E T H E R . I T ’ S M O R E A B O U T U N D E R S TA N D I N G L I M I T S – A N D H AV I N G F U N W H I L E W E D O I T ! A N D T H AT ’ S E X A C T LY W H Y I ’ M H E R E . I A L S O WA N T
T O U N D E R S TA N D M Y S E L F, M Y S K I L L S A N D M Y L I M I TAT I O N S B E T T E R ; T O T E S T M Y S E L F A N D T H E N B E A B L E T O D R I V E W I T H C O M P L E T E C O N T R O L
W H E R E V E R I G O . J U S T L I K E M A R I A , O U R I N S T R U C T O R F O R T H E N E X T T H R E E D AY S . T H E F A C T T H AT A L O T O F P R A C T I S E W I L L B E N E C E S S A R Y
WA S C L E A R T O M E W H E N I D E C I D E D T O B O O K T H E P O R S C H E I C E E X P E R I E N C E . M O V I N G O F F, B R A K I N G , S T E E R I N G , P R A C T I S I N G . . . T H R E E D AY S O F
D R I F T I N G , S L E E P I N G , D R I F T I N G . . . A G A I N A N D A G A I N ; R E P E AT, R E P E AT, R E P E AT. S L E E P. D R I F T. R E P E AT.
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L I V E L I F E S I D E WAY S .

I ce E xperience

The fun starts with the fact that we are a diverse group of
good-humoured enthusiasts and all of us want to do just one
thing: drift, drift, drift! Coming from Germany, it didn’t take long
for me to reach the Porsche Driving Area in Levi, quite some
distance north of the Arctic Circle. My flight via Helsinki took
just a few hours, whereas some of the other members of my
group had a much longer journey: João came over from Brazil
with his girlfriend. He arrived up here in Lapland after forty
hours of travelling, and was greeted by temperatures colder
than he could ever have imagined at home in Copacabana. The freezing temperatures are good for the ice
though – our preferred surface for the next few days.
And good for the guys who prepare the icy surfaces night
after night, removing the tracks that the 1.5-millimetre
spikes on our tyres gradually grind into the ice. João was
one of the best, right from the start. I believed that he
was a professional, even though he eventually convinced
me that it was his first time. His short bursts on the

Sounds like a
routine?
Yes!
Could be kind
of boring?
On the contrary!

accelerator to start each drift always sounded much
more powerful than mine. He braked more precisely, initiated
the load shifts more cleanly, steered in with more control; to
me, it seemed like he had already mastered the whole routine
pretty quickly on just the first day.
Sleep. Drift. Repeat.
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Our first attempts to get into a controlled

drift take place on the skid pad. The vehicle of
choice is the Porsche 911 Carrera S, which has a rear engine,
rear-wheel drive and an output of 450 hp – the ideal features
for exceeding the tyres’ ability to grip the road. According to
the professionals, there are up to 14 different ways to initiate
and maintain a drift. We get started with the simplest version:
a deliberate burst on the accelerator. We feel our way to the
point just before the limit is reached, when the spikes lose
their grip on the ice. Then you need a short, sharp burst on
the accelerator pedal. The tail comes around but you need to
keep your eyes in the direction of travel and counter-steer
with the steering wheel. Then accelerate, accelerate! After
my first few attempts, I remember what my golf coach said
when he was teaching me the perfect golf swing: “Don’t try to
learn it, just let it develop.” Repeat. Repeat. Sports scientists
call it muscle memory. The more complex a movement is, the
more you need to practise to embed it in your muscle memory
so that you can recall the movement again whenever you need
to. In our case, that means beyond the skid pad where we’re
currently doing our laps. More importantly, you need to recall
this skill when it becomes essential to keep full control of your
vehicle in difficult situations.

You can find information about consumption and CO₂ emissions on page 123.
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The Por sche 911 is the ideal spor t s car to push your self
to your limit s on ice.

The f ir st bend in a controlled drif t is an experience
that you will never forget .

It turns out that João is not just a gifted motorist – during the
first break he mentions that he’s a sports scientist. The conversation turns into something of a lecture as he tries to explain
that the complex motor movements required to keep a sports
car in a controlled drift on ice can only be acquired through
continuous practice. We catch a glimpse of his laid-back Brazilian attitude when he points out immediately afterwards that
taking a break from practising is also highly important. During
breaks, our brains consolidate what we have learnt. Synapses
link to form neural networks, making it suddenly much easier
for us to retrieve what we’ve learnt without even thinking. It’s
time to get back out there!

manage to keep my 911 on a clean line. I feel the endorphins bubbling up inside. Weightless is the
best way to describe the feeling. It’s almost like flying, floating, a sense of freedom, a shift in the
law of gravity. Maria speaks to me via the radio: “Not bad.” Was that praise? On the next lap, I’m
completely focused. I find the perfect moment to start the drift, accelerate, turn in, change the
steering angle, and through. I take a short break in the safety zone and then I’m back for the next
lap. I’m getting more adventurous. Maria still advises me to ease my foot off the accelerator when
I start the drift and try with a bit less speed. After all, the sheet ice reduces the grip so much that
you can get the vehicles to drift at speeds you could very comfortably handle on all four wheels
round bends on tarmac. Slowing down gives you another tenth of a second or so to respond
correctly, recall the right sequence of movements from your muscle memory, shift the load, set
up the vehicle and to push it to its limits. But not beyond. That said, the track specialists have
anticipated more or less everything that can go wrong and have prepared the course accordingly
overnight to ensure that the vehicles are gently buffered by a sloping barrier of snow if the drivers’
coordination isn’t quite perfect.

Maria encourages us, offering clear instructions from the passenger seat or via the radios that accompany us on every drift.
Accelerate. Brake. Steer. Then accelerate, accelerate! Repeat! Repeat! Repeat! All of a sudden,
I’m flying too. Not out of the bend, but through
it, and somehow it’s happening quite easily. I go
for one burst of acceleration, and another, and
after a powerful wrench on the steering wheel I

All of a sudden,
I’m flying too.
Not out of
the bend, but
through it, and
somehow it’s
happening quite
easily.
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While we wait, we hear the throaty acceleration of the 718 Cayman GT4 Clubsport
and 911 GT3 – the Ice Force Pro vehicles that we admired on the first day. They are
doing their laps over on the south side of the site. Drifting 2.0, you might call it. The
tracks there are more demanding; there are no carefully planned practice areas, just
pure ice rinks and longer handling tracks. Narrow courses, some entire sections of
which run through the surrounding forest. Bend after bend, section after section.
Every lap takes you that bit closer to absolute perfection. You can master it. Repeat.
Repeat. Repeat! But what next? Tomorrow is a new day with a new challenge: a sports
saloon, the Panamera and all-wheel drive. A complete change. Time to reset. The next
level will have to wait until 2022.
Repeat? Repeat!
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ICE E X PERIENCE
ICE E X PERIENCE
DUR ATION
DATES

5 days (3 driving days)
See website for latest information

T OUR OPER AT OR

SPORT TOTAL EVENT GmbH

A MULTI-DAY EXPERIENCE FOR
ENTHUSIASTS
HIGHLIGHTS
• Focus of the programme: Principles of vehicle control
on ice and snow; drivers complete various section-specific training sessions before driving on the
handling routes
• Participants drive vehicles provided from the Porsche
product range (including the 911 Carrera S, 718
Cayman and Taycan Turbo S on tyres with spikes of up
to 1.5 millimetres)
• One instructor per group (five vehicles), supported by
one guest assistant
• Additional activities: Snowmobile tour (approximately
one hour)

PORSCHE DRIVING AREA LEVI IN FINNLAND
The landscape is not the only extreme feature of the
Porsche Driving Area Levi in Finland: Some seriously
fun driving and an exciting programme of activities in
the fascinating winter landscape await participants on
the Porsche Ice experience. It’s no real surprise that the
prospect of unforgettable days filled with sporty driving
opportunities on ultra-smooth ice tracks is enough to
give you butterflies. The adrenaline-fueled snowmobile
ride included in the programme has the same effect,
and is sure to be a good topic of conversation long after
you have returned home.

Scan the code for detailed information
about the programme.
porsche.com/iceexperience
PORSCHE EXPERIENCE |
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Showdown on the ice track
“AVANTOUINTI”, “SUOPOTKUPALLO” AND “PESÄPALLO” ARE JUST SOME OF
THE M ANY UNUSUAL SPORTS IN WHICH WORLD CHA MPIONSHIPS ARE HELD UP
HERE NE AR THE ARCTIC CIRCLE. THESE SOME WHAT WHIMSICAL-SOUNDING
NA MES ARE THE FINNISH WORDS FOR ICE SWIMMING, SWA MP FOOTBALL
AND A T YPE OF FINNISH BASEBALL . IT WILL PROBABLY COME AS NO RE AL
SURPRISE TO HE AR THAT YOUNG FINNS HAVE AL SO BEEN SK ATING DOWN
STEEP ICE TR ACKS TOGE THER WITH GRE AT DELIGHT FOR SE VER AL YE ARS.

Copy

Berthold Dörrich

Photos Amy Shore Photography
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Well, “together” is perhaps not quite accurate – at the same time, shoulder
to shoulder, racing against each other is a more fitting description. Fast, in
any case. And spectacular most definitely, although these adjectives are
not so easy for the modest Finns to say out loud. Realistically, you’re unlikely to be first down the track without some degree of physical contact
as you head to the finish line 100 metres below, navigating 600 metres
of icy track along the way. Between trees, over breath-taking jumps and
round fast bends. Wouldn’t a bobsleigh, a sledge or a skeleton sled be a
better idea? No; far too mundane. Pretty much anyone could get down like
that. Doing it on skates at up to 75 km/h takes much more skill, especially
the ability to stay calm – even though it doesn’t look like it at first glance.
Ice cross is a relatively new sport. It was created just a few years ago and
was born on the Internet, where niche sports can quickly attract huge
audiences. The concept has now transformed into a global racing season
with its own world championship. Yokohama, Moscow, Quebec and Mont
du Lac are just a few of the stops on the circuit. The Finnish municipality

STOP
D R E A M I N G.

Full concentration – five seconds to go.

of Rautalampi hosted the world championship last weekend and literally everyone here in Finnish no man’s land came to watch. Rautalampi has
only a handful of inhabitants, two pubs and a fuel station. Plus this unique
natural ice track, where you can train all winter. Rautalampi doesn’t need
the artificial tracks that are usually carved out especially for TV events, and
it certainly doesn’t need one like the track at the first event in Stockholm
in 2001. Nobody really knew whether the sport would be a success, so
instead of using fresh ice, the organisers sourced a few tons of ice from
the local fish market – after the fish had been sold, of course. And then
everyone tumbled down the ice track together.
Ice cross is the ideal sport for Finns. They put on the ice hockey equipment that virtually everyone already has in their wardrobe, which includes
a huge layer of protective armour and a helmet for good measure. Then
they switch off all thought of danger. This is the bit that matters most according to Erkki, who has already been on the world tour with athletes from
over thirty nations. “If you over-think it, you make mistakes.” The only way
to find the perfect line is through regular training. You have to do the whole
race intuitively; you need to become one with the track. A bit like drifting
in a sports car – it’s best not to think about it in too much detail. Elli is
covered in all the same equipment: It’s difficult to tell that she’s the only
girl as she stands next to the three guys up at the start. She’s just as fast
as she sprints out of the starting blocks and throws herself into the first
bend. But after a few metres, Elli is starting to fall behind her competitors.
Strength, body weight and the law of gravity, in addition to technical skill,
all play a key role in this competition on the ice track. The challenges are
the same for men and women: No track is the same as another. Holes and
bumps can be the difference between winning and losing. However, the
most important skill is to adapt your skating to the condition of the ice and
to find the ideal line. “You definitely have to be a little crazy”, says Elli as she
high-fives Erkki at the finish. “But for all our battles on the track, we’re still
just a group of friends having fun together!”

The first racer out of the starting blocks takes the lead. For the first few metres at least.

START
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	Drivers fly over the ice at the GP Ice Race
in Zell am See.

	Across the pond – and then head south.
Precision is the key word on the legendary
Interlagos race track.
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	Everyone finds their favourite bend
during the Master training at the
Nürburgring.
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PORSCHE IN S T Y L E

	Believe it or not, there are ways to make a
Porsche Experience even more enjoyable.
Explore a few of them here.
A powerful sprint at the start is what counts before you head down the ice track.

Scan the code to watch the ice cross video.
experience.porsche.com/icecross
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	The Porsche Experience Centre combines
passion with excellent cuisine and
extraordinary driving experiences.
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	Enthusiasts can now find “everything
Porsche” online. All Porsche.
All stories. All year.
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	A technology masterpiece allows
ten Taycan vehicles to be charged
simultaneously. Anywhere.
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SEVERAL FAMOUS
RACING DRIVERS,
INCLUDING FIA
WORLD ENDURANCE
CHAMPION TIMO
DEMO LAPS AT THE

Always a crowd puller on the starting grid of
historic racing cars: The Porsche 356 in period
winter rally trim.

WHEEL OF A WHOLE
FLEET OF PORSCHE
TAYCAN TURBO S
VEHICLES.

Freezing fog fills the air. Engines howl under the bright blue sky as thousands of
astonished spectators look on. We’re in Austria, where the historic GP Ice Race
was held from 1937 to 1974. The home of the Porsche family. The legendary
ice race was resurrected here in Zell am See in 2019 and featured 130 vehicles
from the last century to the present day. During the first revival of the historic
race, motorsport legends such as Walter Röhrl, Hans-Joachim Stuck and Mark
Webber all drifted over the ice in various racing and rally vehicles. Despite the
throng of historic racing cars, one special vehicle still managed to stand out: The
iconic Porsche 550 Spyder – also known as “James Dean’s Porsche” – which had
already taken part in the GP Ice Race six decades ago and originally belonged to
Ferry Porsche. “We are simply overwhelmed by the response to our event. When

HISTORIC AND MODERN SPORTS CARS AS FAR AS THE EYE CAN SEE.
BRIGHT BLUE SKY AND FLOODLIGHTS. THE GP ICE RACE 2020.

»THE
ICE IS
ON FIRE »

BERNHARD, COMPLETED

we decided to bring back the ice race that was held in Zell am
See from 1937 to 1974 with a new concept, we never dreamt
that it would attract this much interest from participants.
I don’t think there has ever been such a huge number and such
a great standard of legendary racing and rally cars assembled
in one place before”, says a delighted Ferdinand Porsche from
Zell am See, one of the initiators of the event.
“The ice is on fire” was the fitting description offered by Salz
burgerland Magazin in its article about the new era of the GP
Ice Race. During the second revival of the event at the start of
2020, 16,000 fans marvelled at 150 vehicles, among them
the winning car from the Dakar Rally, a Porsche 911 Carrera
3.2 4x4. This vehicle played a key role in the “skijöring” event in
which skiers are pulled along by vehicles. Skiing world champion
and Olympic gold medallist Aksel Lund Svindal was one of
the participants to compete together with the Porsche. They
were the fastest pair to get round the winding track on the
40-centimetre-thick layer of ice. The participants competed
against each other in spectacular timed races in a total of eight
competition classes, ranging from modern rally groups and
classic cars to buggies and skijöring races. Porsche Experience
was also represented in various competition classes by a 718
GT4 Clubsport and a Taycan Turbo S.
Several famous racing drivers, including FIA World Endurance
Champion Timo Bernhard, completed demo laps at the wheel
of a whole fleet of Porsche Taycan Turbo S vehicles. A few
lucky fans were even able to get a taste of what the Porsche
Ice Experience involves, joining factory driver Richard Lietz and
Porsche brand ambassador Timo Bernhard for a lap of drifting
on the ice.
We’re already looking forward to the next GP Ice Race in Zell
am See. We can hardly wait to give spectators and fans an
insight into what it’s like to drive a sports car on snow and
ice and to experience the special atmosphere of this historic
event together.
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FAVOURITE
BEND

I nspiration

For the par ticipant s in the Master training cour se, an excellent per formance means
climbing in, moving of f, and f inding, implementing and optimising the ideal line.

Lauda-Kurve
Wehrseifen

ADENAU

Ex-Mühle

Kallenhard

km 8

Metzgesfeld

Bergwerk

km 9

km 10
km 11

Kesselchen

km 12
km 13

Adenauer-forst

km 7

km 19
km 20
km 4

Quiddelbacher-Höhe

NÜRBURG
km 3
km 2

Hocheichen

km 0/21
Antoniusbuche

km 1
Tiergarten

NGK-Schikane

Warsteiner-Kurve
Mercedes-Arena
yokohama-S
Michael-Schumacher-S

GRAND PRIX CIRCUIT

Dunlop-Kehre

MÜLLENBACH

T HE N O R D S CHL EIF E T R ACK AT T HE NÜR BUR G R IN G IS F E A R ED A ND R E V ER ED IN E Q UA L ME A SUR E .
T H E R E ’ S A G O O D R E A S O N F O R I T S N I C K N A M E “ T H E G R E E N H E L L” . A N Y O N E W H O C A N M A S T E R T H I S
T R A C K C A N C O M P E T E A L L O V E R T H E W O R L D . I N A D D I T I O N T O T H E G R A N D P R I X C I R C U I T, T H E
PORSCHE EXPERIENCE MASTER TR AINING TEACHES DRIVERS TO MASTER THE 87 BENDS OF THE
N O R D S C HL E IF E . A L L 10 5 PA R T I C IPA N T S O N T HE C O U R S E L E A R N T O LO V E A PA R T I C U L A R B E ND.
T HE T W O -D AY E X P E R IE N C E G I V ES T HE M E N O U G H T IME T O IMP R O V E T HE IR D R I V IN G S K IL L S T O T HE
P O IN T T H AT T HE Y C A N ME MO R ISE T HE ID E A L L INE O F T HEIR FAV O UR I T E BEND.
| 2021

km 16

Schwalbenschwanz

Schwedenkreuz

Hatzenbach
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km 14

Eschbach

Brünnchen

km 18

NORDSCHLEIFE
km 5

flugplatz

Wippermann

km 17

km 6
Aremberg

Hohe Acht

km 15

fuchsröhre

Advan-Bogen

The NORDSCHLEIFE at the Nürburgring including the GR AND PRIX CIRCUIT

CaracciolaKlostertal Karussel

Döttinger Höhe

MEUSPATH

DÖT TINGEN

“I love the feeling of driving towards the sky”, says Andreas,
describing the “Bergwerk” section of the Nordschleife. “I try
to enter the “Bergwerk” bend at the perfect point, driving up
the mountain and down into the “Mutkurve” before I hit the
“Karussell”. I’m able to recover a bit on that section because
I find it easier; there’s time to catch my breath and focus on
everything that’s still to come.” Andreas is from Mainz and
this is his ninth Porsche Experience course. His favourite
section of the 26-kilometre track is the snake-like “Hatzenbach” stretch, followed by the “Bergwerk” bend. Sitting at the
wheel of his Lizard-Green 911 GT3 RS, he makes it clear that
only one thing matters to him: to drive even better. “When
I took part in my first Track Experience, I realised just how
much joy it brings to push boundaries”, says the 53-year-old.
He took a shine to the Nordschleife a long time ago; no other
track would challenge him this much. “The topography of the
Green Hell challenges me every time; it’s fantastic.” Andreas is one of 105 participants in the two-day Master training
course. “We have the time to do plenty of driving so there are
lots of opportunities to implement the tips from the instructors and to improve our performance. That’s really important
to me”, he says, explaining his motivation. “The car is capable
of much more than I am so I want to understand my own limits
with guidance from the professionals. And this doesn’t just
apply to the ‘Hatzenbach’ section.”

da-Knick”. This bend has impressed the 40-year-old the most out of all the bends that drivers
can experience on the Nordschleife track and the Grand Prix circuit. The challenge, he explains,
is not the bend itself, but the braking point that immediately follows it: “Even with so many
participants on the track it doesn’t feel crowded; everyone can enjoy their favourite bend and
stay completely focused. I like this track because of the length, the differences in height and
the high centrifugal forces. You can learn the Grand Prix circuit very quickly whereas it took me
at least 50 laps to even come close to understanding the Nordschleife.”

Peter also has a favourite section: the left-hand bend just
before the “Bergwerk”, known by many as the “Niki-Lau062 — 063
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The “ Hat zenbach” sec tion is incredibly challenging.
You’ve only jus t turned onto the Nords chleife and
gone r ound the fir st bend when it ’s suddenly
time t o face the “Hat zenbach”. I want to
be able to enter the bend per fec tly, drive
right over the kerbs and do it all really
fast. I like fas t combinations . I’m not
driving as fas t as I c an yet. Soon though.
NAME

ANDREAS

FIRST TIME AT THE NORDSCHLEIFE
FAVOURITE BEND/SECTION
VEHICLE

2016

1

3

DRIVING RECOMMENDATIONS
At the end of the kerb (1), you need to be all the way out to
the left. The end of the kerb also marks the steering point.
The apex is in front of the “Ex-Mühle” sign (2). To counteract
any oversteer, it’s important to reduce the steering angle as
soon as you can.

After the “Niki-Lauda-Bend”, brake diagonally across to the
left-hand side of the track to achieve maximum deceleration.
Now align the car with the left-hand side of the track again.
Marshall point 125 (5) is the steering point for the outside
cambered “Bergwerk” bend, which marks the beginning of a
mountain ascent that stretches almost two kilometres. After
the steering point you quickly reach the apex (6), which you
leave behind after about five metres.

2
As you exit the “Ex-Mühle” bend, align the car with the
right-hand side of the road (3), heading towards the
“Niki-Lauda-Bend” (4), one of the most famous points on
the Nordschleife. Steering early and calmly is important here
because you’re going so fast. Keeping your gaze towards the
inside of the bend is also a good idea. As you exit the bend,
don’t let yourself drift too far over to the right.

4

HATZENBACH

4

911 (991) GT3 RS

5

6

7

3
1

1

2

8

The way you exit this bend is more important than the way
you enter it – get it wrong and it will cost you time. It’s important to take the bend in a single movement. Exit at the end
of the kerb (7). You now have three consecutive apex points
ahead of you (8). Depending on the power of your vehicle,
you can head towards the 11 km sign and approach the
three left-hand bends from the outside. Stay on the inside
until you pass the summit, then align with the right-hand
side of the road to set yourself up for the ideal steering point
for the fast “Kesselchen” section.

DRIVING RECOMMENDATIONS
If you slightly reduce the brake pressure at the apex of the
bend (1), the car becomes more stable. The end of the braking phase is also the point for steering into the first part of the
double right-hand bend (2). Once you reach the apex zone you
can gradually accelerate. Keep the steering angle stable to
balance out the tail.

2
You can use the whole width of the track between the double
right-hand bend (3). There is no specific steering point due to
the continuous steering angle. The end of the kerbs (4) also
marks the end of the double right-hand section and marks the
next steering point.

3

8

When you steer into the left-hand bend that follows (5), you
can ease off the accelerator and make use of the resulting
load change to the front axle. The kerb on the left-hand side
(6) can be used as the apex zone all the way through to the
end, before you drive into the right-hand bend with a quick
change in the steering direction.

7
6

5

4

3

2
1
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4
We drive all the way to the end of the kerb (7) as it allows a
smooth transition into the left-hand bend that follows. At the
apex point to the left (8), just touch the kerb and then drive
to the right.

For me, the challenge is not the “Nik i-L audaB end” it self, but the brak ing p oint and all of the
bumps that immediately f ollow the b end. You
need t o p osition the c ar ver y precisely as you
head t owards the “B ergwerk ” b end but w ithout
losing t oo much sp eed. I ’ve memorised the c orrec t
s teering and brak ing p oint s during the Por s che
Track E xperience training sessions .
064 — 065

NAME

PETER

FIRST TIME AT THE NORDSCHLEIFE
FAVOURITE BEND/
SECTION
VEHICLE

2016

NIKI-L AUDABEND
911 (991) GT 3 RS
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ALL PORSCHE.
ALL STORIES.
ALL YEAR.
IN EVENTFUL TIMES, WE NEED MOVING STORIES.
STORIES

ABOUT

EXTRAORDINARY

EXPERIENCES,

D E S I G N , M O B I L I T Y, I N N O VAT I O N A N D L I F E S T Y L E – W O R D S
T H AT

WE

TOO

OFTEN

HEAR

AS

HOLLOW

SOUNDBITES,

BUT

T H AT W E U S E TO C R E AT E ME A NIN G F UL C O N T EN T F O R T HE O NL INE
MAGAZINE. WE GIVE THEM NEW LIFE AND BRING THEM TOGETHER WITH
T HE P O R S C HE V I S I O N . A R O U ND T HE C LO C K . A LWAY S U P T O D AT E . R E A D
ABOUT PEOPLE MAKING A DIFFERENCE AROUND THE WORLD. LEARN ABOUT
T HE T R END S O F TO M O R R O W. F IND IN S P IR AT I O N IN T HE TO P I C S T H AT W E B R IN G
Y O U – A L L D AY, E V E R Y D AY.

3 6 5 D AY S O F P O R S C H E
365 DAY S O F S T O R IE S

For more information, scan the
code with your smartphone.
porsche.com/stories

PORSCHE EXPERIENCE |

| 2021

S top D reaming , start living .

I nspiration

TR AVELLING LIGHT
CAN HELP FREE
YOUR MIND AND
BROADEN YOUR
HORIZONS – BUT
THERE ARE CERTAIN
ITEMS THAT ARE
ALWAYS WORTH
PACKING SO THAT
YOU’RE RE ADY
FOR YOUR NE X T
E XPERIENCE. HERE
ARE A FEW THINGS
YOU SHOULD NE VER
BE WITHOUT.
YOU ARE WELCOME!

LET’S
GET
AWAY

Six straight stretches, six lef t turns and eleven right
turns make up this 4,574-kilometre circuit: The Hockenheimring Grand Prix circuit is of ten the ideal place to
truly experience the intense pleasure of driving a Porsche. Those who like to drive on the ideal line know exactly how impor tant appropriate foot wear is for achieving the per fect braking point. You need non-slip soles to
create optimal grip on the accelerator pedal and provide
strong suppor t around your ankle. If a R ACING SHOE can
do just that and still look great, it’s per fect for following
in the footsteps of motorspor t icons. With that in mind,
may the grip be with you at all times.

High up in the pine forests of Lapland beats the heart of the Porsche Ice Experience. Just over 100 kilometres of snow and ice
separate the sports cars from the Article Circle. Sub-zero temperatures into the double figures? Yes, please. Even if you don’t
manage the perfect drift, you can still steal the show outside the
car in your stylish T WO-TONE JACKET. The underlay is made from
original Porsche belt material and the water-repellent fabric is
recycled. The down-free padding is also eco-friendly. So you can
keep your conscience clear and your body warm.

No mat ter the size of the journey, the first question should
always be who would make the best TR AVEL BUDDY. Rucksack
or suitcase? Carr y-all or rolling suitcase? Or a bag with wheels
so you can pull it along? The most impor tant thing is that it
is durable and casual – which brings us to the suitcase. But
does it fit in the storage space of the Porsche? The answer is
yes, while still looking st ylish. And unlike your spor ts car, the
suitcase moves ver y quietly. As you set of f on your adventure,
all you need to do is keep rollin’, rollin’, rollin’.

Mars is the four th planet from the sun in our solar system and
about half the size of Ear th. Its sur face is full of craters – just
like the design of this T-SHIRT. Featuring a double collar and a
colour gradient, it’s an eye-catching piece for those who like
to travel. Whether you wear it during a spor t y day on the track
or for an adventurous excursion, the Mars t-shir t is a versatile
piece for ever y trip. You don’t even have to visit the Red Planet
to get one.

Many men wear SUNGL ASSES as a fashion statement – with
light lenses, dark lenses, even colour ful lenses. The model
shown here takes its inspiration from motorspor t. The temples
are made of carbon, while the temple tips are rubbed-coated
and par tly in a contrasting colour. They’re the ideal companion
for hit ting the race track in the midday sun or taking a road trip
at sunset, as well as protecting you against the reflective snow
of the Ice Experience. For a per fect view at all times.

Kangaroo pouch, hood, drawstrings. A HOODIE is not only super
comfor table, it’s also a fashion statement. The stripes running
down the arms are made of original Porsche belt material, so
you always have a bit of spor ts car with you. A hoodie is just
as useful for the changing seasons as a jumper, and is ideal for
summer evenings, winter days out or even for when you are
just going for a walk. This is the per fect out fit for car enthusiasts who love a hoodie in their wardrobe like they love the
hood of a car.
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Uninhabited landscapes, the magical nor thern lights, icy temperatures and snow as far as the eye can see. The Porsche
Adventure Experience Arctic and the Porsche Ice Experience
allow Porsche enthusiasts to enjoy a completely unique experience over and over again. The par ticipants are well-prepared
for a day at the driving area in Levi, Finland, or for a long drive
from there to the Nor th Cape in Nor way, with a good PAIR OF
GLOVES . And when dealing with minus temperatures, you need
gloves that keep your hands warm and your fingers sensitive.
They deser ve a high five!

In motor spor t, ever y millisecond counts. When changing gears,
when building up brake pressure, when crossing the finishing line.
Milliseconds can determine who is the victor and who is the loser – they can write histor y. And with the right watch, they can
also be in tune with the times. On a CHRONOTIMER WITH FLYBACK
FUNCTION , a push of a but ton is all you need to instantly restar t
the chronograph. Get ready for something timeless. Write your
own histor y.
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PORSCHE TR ACK EXPERIENCE BR AZIL

THE AIR IS THIN, THE ROAD SURFACE UNEVEN, THE STORY
E M O T I O N A L : IN T ER L AG O S . A TA L E O F FA S C IN AT I O N F O R A
LEGENDARY RACE TRACK, ITS HEROES AND THE FEELING OF
MASTERING THREE LEVELS.

Many stories begin with a retrospective, the word
actually, or both. And the story of the Autódromo
José Carlos Pace race track is no exception. Because
actually, were it not for the Great Depression of 1929
to 1933, the site would have been turned into a residential area. Five years after the end of the global
economic crisis, construction work got under way on
a race track in the Parelheiros district, 12 kilometres
outside Brazil’s financial centre São Paulo. In 1985,
the Brazilians honoured their late compatriot Carlos
Pace by changing the name of the circuit from Autódromo de Interlagos to Autódromo José Carlos Pace.
The track is still affectionately known as Interlagos,
meaning “between the lakes”. Due to its altitude at
800 metres above sea level, the air is thinner than at
other race tracks, fuel consumption and air resistance are lower and the climate is tropical – the kerbs
are the typical national colours of green and yellow.
The legend that surrounds the track is based on very
different factors, however. Firstly, Interlagos is one of
the few courses that are driven anticlockwise. Secondly, the track, which sits in the landscape, is considered to be very demanding from a technical point
of view. And thirdly, Formula One racing drivers like
Mark Webber, Emerson Fittipaldi and Ayrton Senna
have taken to the podium here. An S-curve was even
named after local hero Senna during his lifetime.
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Level 1 of the Porsche Track Experience Brazil is
called Precision. In this level, participants gain a basic
knowledge of driving dynamics, the correct driving
position, effective braking, load changes and the correct use of the driving modes. Level 2 is called Performance and builds on the first level. “The limits are
shifted and expanded. We have learnt a lot about the
balance of the vehicle, the ideal line, cornering and
braking points. And all at high speed”, concludes Gustavo. “The transition to a Cup car was unforgettable.
We suddenly had a lot more grip, a completely different aerodynamic downforce – but no aids any more”,
he says, describing Level 3, the GT3 Cup Racing
Academy. At this level, data analysis with engineers
is important, and exclusive mechanics accompany
the highest level. “Porsche-certified instructors show
us the realms of possibility. Whenever we think that
we’re already doing well, we realise that this is just the
beginning of what is possible”, says the Brazilian entrepreneur. The highlight for him was the infield, two
virtually identical areas requiring the highest levels of
concentration. “Otherwise you lose the rhythm.” The
track leaves little room for error, but plenty of opportunity to experience the legend between the lakes.

The Senna-S is Carol’s favourite bend, “If I’m honest,
I don’t really want to drive it fast, I want to take my
time and enjoy it”, she says, laughing. The 36-yearold is taking part in the Porsche Track Experience
Brazil, which is being hosted on the legendary race
track. Over three successive levels, participants
become acquainted with their vehicles and their
limits. They learn driving dynamics, precision and
racing skills, and the programme culminates in Level 3 with the GT3 Cup Racing Academy. “Interlagos
is a very emotional course for us Brazilians, it has a
special history”, says the German Brazilian, who is
joined on this experience by her husband Gustavo,
with whom she shares a passion for Porsche. “Many
racing drivers began their careers right here where
we are now being given the opportunity to drive. Piquet, Massa, Senna, who still seems so present here
today”, says Gustavo. Carol explains that her father
raced here back in the 1950s when the track was still
just eight kilometres long. Today, it measures 4,309
kilometres. She shows us a photo of Fittipaldi and
her father, falling silent and studying the picture for
a moment or two as she travels back in time. “Over
the course of 15 bends, we learn a great deal about
what to expect on other race tracks around the world.
It is almost 50 metres from the lowest to the highest
point. There are also bumps in the road that require
technical precision. The exercises in oversteering and
understeering have taken away my fear and given me
confidence.”

070 — 071

You can find information about consumption and CO₂ emissions on page 123.
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PORSCHE
EXPERIENCE
CENTRE

FRANCIA
CORTA
OPENING
2021

»IMMERSE ALL YOUR
SENSES IN THE PORSCHE
UNIVERSE!«

1 1
2

4A

4B

5

4C
3

Soon there will be nine Porsche Experience Centres worldwide but the one set to
open in the Franciacorta region of northern Italy will be exceptional: In addition to
accommodating brand new handling, driving safety, dynamic and off-road tracks,
the existing “Autodromo di Franciacorta” race track will be integrated into the facility.

CUSTOMER CENTRE WITH
1	
RESTAURANT
Total area: 5,700 m2
Covered area: 4,220 m2

2	E-KART TRACK

Length (outside): 470 m
	High-performance electric karts
with different performance levels

33 HANDLING TRACK
Length: 2,519 km
Bends: 13
Track width: 12 m
Homologation: FIA Grade 2

4 DRIVING SAFETY CENTRE
Dynamic area: 37,000 m2
Training options:
	
A	Low-friction circle
B Low-friction handling
C	Braking
D	
Slalom

For many years now, Porsche Experience Centres have brought together passion and excellent cuisine,
racing and driving safety, and virtual reality and museums on vast sites around the world. Another two
impressive Experience Centres will soon open in Italy and Japan.
PORSCHE EXPERIENCE |
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1	SIMULATION LAB
(inside the building)
	
The latest generation of N.8
Porsche simulators
VR experience

58	OFF-ROAD AREA
	
18 modules with different levels
of difficulty for the Macan and the
Cayenne

S top D reaming , start living .
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PORSCHE
EXPERIENCE
CENTRE

TOKIO
OPENING
2021

“If you want to better understand your Porsche, experience something
special or discuss your favourite model with like-minded people, this
is the right place for you. Or if you have always wanted to immerse
yourself in the world of Porsche without necessarily owning a Porsche,
the PECs offer a range of opportunities to interest everyone, giving you
a chance to discover what “Porsche” really feels like.”

2
1

“The doors of all Porsche Experience Centres
are open to customers and fans alike. If you want
to better understand your Porsche, experience
something special or discuss your favourite model
with like-minded people, this is the right place
for you. Or if you have always wanted to immerse
yourself in the world of Porsche without necessarily
owning a Porsche, the PECs offer a range of driving
opportunities to interest everyone.

 hat exactly is a Porsche Experience CenW
tre and what can I expect when I visit one?
“For us, the Porsche Experience Centres are
places where you can immerse yourself in all aspects of the Porsche universe in an all-encompassing experience. You have the chance to e xperience
Porsche with your head, your heart, your hands –
with all of your senses really. You can take a virtual
drive in a simulator or participate in a driving
course on the tracks maintained at each PEC. We
design and build various modules especially for
Porsche at each centre, including handling courses,
dynamic areas, kick-plates or off-road courses.
The driving courses available at the PECs cater for
a wide range of abilities. One main focus here is to
develop a better understanding of the vehicle’s reactions in extreme situations. This will help master
dangerous situations that one might encounter in
everyday traffic. Visitors can also admire current
and historic exhibition vehicles and browse the
Porsche shop. If you are travelling on business, you
can hold discussions with your colleagues in the
private meeting rooms available on site.”
PORSCHE EXPERIENCE |
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The track and topography of the site have been adapted to make the most of the
beautiful Japanese landscape. The surroundings seem almost tailor-made for a
one-of-a-kind, energetic track that makes driving a Porsche sports car a special
experience. To make this track unique, replicas of two famous sections from
motorsport history have been integrated: the Corkscrew from Laguna Seca Raceway
and the Carousel from the Nordschleife at the Nürburgring.

 o I have to be a Porsche customer to visit
D
a PEC and what does it cost?

Ragnar Schulte,
Director Experiential Marketing, Porsche AG

4C

You may wish to start with the Co-Pilot
package, an adrenaline-fuelled ride with a
professional instructor, or go straight to the Pilot
Advanced package, which gives you the chance
to take powerhouses such as the Porsche 911
Turbo or a GT model for a spin on the handling
course. In addition multi-day driving courses are
available at the Porsche Track Experience. We
also offer a range of options for drivers interested
in racing within the Porsche Racing Experience.”
 here are the Porsche Experience CenW
tres around the world?
“Our Porsche Experience Centres help us
connect with our customers wherever they are.
We currently have PECs in Europe, the USA and
China at sites in Leipzig, Hockenheim, Silverstone,
Le Mans, Atlanta, Los Angeles and Shanghai.
PECs in the Italian region of Franciacorta and in
Tokyo are almost ready and will open in 2021.
We also plan to further expand the global network
of PECs in the years ahead to offer direct access
to the fascination of Porsche and the chance to
experience this fascination at first hand. Come and
visit us some time – we would love to know what
you think!”

11 CUSTOMER CENTRE WITH
RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE
	Total area: 2,900 m2

22 HANDLING TRACK

3

Length: 2.1 km
	Bends: six right-hand bends and
six left-hand bends
Track width: 8 m at all points
	Special features: Nürburgring
Nordschleife Carousel and
Laguna Seca Corkscrew

OFF-ROAD AREA
	20 constructed modules and an
off-road course integrated into
the landscape to make the most
of the surrounding nature

0 74 — 0 75

4

DRIVING SAFETY CENTRE
	
A	Dynamic area: slalom,
braking, swerving
	
B Hydraulic kick-plate
C Irrigated drift circle
D Low-friction handling track
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1 YEAR

TR U E , A REAL POR S C H E MAY
H AVE AN INTERNAL C OM B U S TION

THE PORSCHE TURBO CHARGING
TRAILER HAS BEEN IN USE
THROUGHOUT EUROPE FOR OVER
A YEAR.

ENGINE – B U T IT D OE S N ’ T
H AVE TO ! W H AT A POR S C H E

4 HOURS

M U S T O F F ER , H O W EVER , I S

PERFORMANCE MEETS EFFICIENCY

IT TAKES JUST FOUR HOURS
TO FULLY
CHARGE THE TRAILER.

AN O U T S TAN D ING D RIVING
PER F ORMAN C E , FA S C INATION

7 TRUCKS

AN D EMOTION . S O U L , EVEN – AN D

SEVEN MOBILE CHARGING
TRAILERS HAVE BEEN
PRODUCED TO DATE.

ELE C TRI C I S A B ON U S !
The charging trailer can charge up to ten Taycan vehicles simultaneously with up to 320 kW.

-40o

COMPLETE CHARGING UNDER
EXTREME TEMPERATURES
OF DOWN TO MINUS 40 DEGREES.

OVER 5,000 CHARGING PROCESSES
HAVE BEEN COMPLETED TO DATE.

3.2 MW

TEN TAYCANS CAN BE FULLY
CHARGED SIMULTANEOUSLY AT
MA XIMUM SPEED WITH UP TO 3.2
MEGAWATTS.

2.1 MWH

14 BATTERY MODULES AT 14.89 K WH
EACH SUPPLY A TOTAL CAPACITY OF
UP TO 2.1 MWH OF LITHIUM-ION
BUFFER STORAGE.

2020

THE PORSCHE TAYCAN IS CURRENTLY
THE ONLY ELECTRIC VEHICLE THAT
CAN HANDLE THE ALMOST 320
K W CHARGING CAPACITY FROM
THE CHARGING POINTS ON THE
TRAILER. IN THE FUTURE, MORE
VEHICLES WILL USE AN 800-V
SYSTEM AND WILL THEREFORE BE
ABLE TO HANDLE HIGH CHARGING
CAPACITIES, MEANING THE SYSTEM
IS ALREADY FUTUREPROOF TODAY.

T H E F U LL Y ELE C TRI C TA Y C AN B RING S S OMET H ING C OMPLETEL Y NE W TO
T H E F A S C INATION O F POR S C H E . S O IT GOE S W IT H O U T S A Y ING T H AT T H I S
VE H I C LE M U S T B E IN C L U D E D IN T H E POR S C H E E X PERIEN C E PROGRAMME –
W H ET H ER T H AT ’ S IN A D RI F T IN T H E AR C TI C C IR C LE A S PART O F T H E POR S C H E I C E E X PERIEN C E , ON ONE O F T H E POR S C H E E X PERIEN C E C ENTRE ’ S
H AN D LING RO U TE S ARO U N D T H E W ORL D , ON ONE O F T H E MO S T LEGEN D A R Y RA C E TRA C K S , OR , S OON , ON A POR S C H E TRAVEL E X PERIEN C E TRIP .

5,000

K E E P I N G T H E SO U L E L E C TR I F I E D
The charging infrastructure required by the Taycan is now available
throughout many countries. And thanks to the Porsche Intelligent Range
Manager, the systems can be aligned to minimise journey times and charging times. But what happens at the E-Warm-up for the Porsche Track
Experience or at the “Soul on Track” event on a real race track if up to ten
Taycan vehicles suddenly come in all at once for an e-pit stop? What if
they all need to recharge at the same time so that the Taycan experience
can continue after a short break? Such cases require special solutions to
enable the electric sports cars to be charged as quickly and efficiently as
possible, even in such unusual conditions.
If there is no adequate charging infrastructure on site, Porsche simply
brings its own. The brainboxes at Porsche have developed an innovative
technology for this purpose: The Porsche Turbo Charging Trailer – a complete high-tech solution with some impressive stats: 2.1 MWh of compact battery-charging power. That’s enough power to supply the average
two-person household with electricity for almost a year. Housed within an
11-metre-long HGV trailer, the solution is extremely mobile and flexible:
It can be driven as a normal 40-tonne trailer to any location where exceptional charging power is required, such as race tracks or major events.
Seven of these trailers have now been used at numerous events throughout Europe, completing more than 5,000 charging processes. In some
cases, the Porsche fast-charging trailers have proven themselves in extreme temperatures of as low as minus 40 degrees.

With its clear, puristic design, the Taycan marks the beginning of a new age. But the most important thing that each Taycan has
to offer is one unique promise: Porsche performance combined with a whole new level of efficiency.
The Taycan has two highly efficient electric motors, one on the front axle and another on the rear axle. The two-speed transmission
is a Porsche innovation. The first gear provides impressive acceleration, while the second gear delivers high efficiency and power
reserves. The Taycan is the first series-production vehicle to have a system voltage of 800 volts. This feature benefits the Porsche
Experience participants, of course – for example, during E-Warm-up training at the Hockenheimring, or at the Travel Experience
Norway: In just five minutes1 under optimal conditions2, enough energy can be charged to provide a range of up to 100 kilometres
(based on the WLTP). And then the Porsche Experience can get underway again!

1
Taycan Turbo S and Taycan 4S with Performance Battery: 5.5 minutes
Optimal conditions: CCS fast-charging pedestal with > 270 kW, > 850 V,
battery temperature of 30ºC to 35ºC and an initial state of charge of 5%.
You can find information about consumption and CO₂ emissions on page 123.
2
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Photo Frank Ratering

»

OWN
THE
FAST

TR ACK

E X P E R
I E N C E
082 	S T E E P L E A R N I N G
CURVE
	Two days of training at the Hungaroring
promise to bring a steep learning curve.
And most importantly: the feeling that
everything is ultimately under control.

092

LANE!

 UN W I T H T HE Q UIE T
F
O NE S

	Now we know where the idea of an electrifying experience comes from. Take the
Taycan on a few laps of the E-Warm-up.

098 	E ? S P O R T S!
	Zero horsepower but still one hundred
percent fun. Riding a Porsche E-bike on
the Grand-Prix track in Hockenheim: Fit
On Track.

100 	L E A R N F R O M T HE
BEST
	Once you reach a certain level, it’s time
for the best. Porsche’s exclusive “Personal
Training” – powered by Timo Bernhard.
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STEEP
LEARNING
CURVE
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Welcome to the Hungaroring, a race track in impressive surroundings. Take a deep breath, get in and drive. The two-day
Master GT training promises to really hone your skills. The course
includes precise cornering, safe load shifting and cool GT road
vehicles. What sticks with you is the confidence that you have
everything under control.
Copy

Christina Rahmes

Photos

Marcel Langer
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You don’t necessarily have to travel to the Hungaroring to experience tight corners that
require technical precision. In the future, the Master GT programme will also be available
to participants at other exhilarating race tracks across Europe. This new Porsche Track
Experience event actually kicked off 20 kilometres north-east of Budapest. The twoday programme focusses on safe handling of Porsche GT road vehicles.

Eight right-hand bends, six left-hand bends and two days of Master GT training: Working
in small groups supervised by an instructor, the participants learn how to perfect their
vehicle control. The instructors have motorsport experience and offer valuable tips on
how to handle these powerful sports cars.
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Frank closes the door of the 911 GT3 RS with a determined tug on the door loop. He arrived from
Leipzig in his own Porsche. He’s just listened to the driver briefing and received a few tips from his
instructor, Jens. Frank is a regular visitor to the Porsche Track Experience, and has been participating
in various Master programmes for the past four years. “All of us here share the same passion, which
is why I only ever attend Porsche racing events. They are professionally run and can’t be beaten”,
enthuses the 42-year-old entrepreneur. Frank buckles up and focusses on the track ahead of
him, visualising the tricky spots he made a note of during his track walk earlier. He knows that the
Hungaroring will challenge him; the bends are both demanding and tight, requiring a sensitive touch
on the accelerator and full concentration. To stay on the ball and make sure that he doesn’t forget
what he’s learnt through lack of practice, Frank attends as many Trackday as he can between the
multi-day Master events. After only a few laps, his favourite spot becomes what he calls the “blind
corner”, which appears after a short uphill climb. His GT road vehicle is striking: It features white
and yellow markings with yellow rims, it’s been optimised by Manthey-Racing and the outline of the
Nürburgring dominates the rear window. Frank used to take part in motorcycle racing but today he
enjoys motorsport from and with Porsche. “I don’t have to worry about anything on the track; I can
just have fun, learn a lot and meet wonderful people”, he concludes – good reasons for him to be a
regular customer.
He starts the engine and drives off, following his instructor Jens who shows him the racing line. This
is the warm-up lap – an opportunity for the drivers to familiarise with the track. It’s 4,381 kilometres
long, the tarmac between 10 and 14 metres wide. Eight right-hand bends, six left-hand bends. A
very slow track for the professionals but a very demanding track for Frank. Spectators affectionately
refer to the Hungaroring as the “flat plate” because they sit around the edge, enjoying the best view
of the race track in the valley. Surrounded by hills on three out of four sides, almost 80 per cent of
the Hungaroring is visible from the stands. The radio crackles. Jens tells Frank he can brake later but
harder there. They continue the guided drive, one of the first items on the agenda after the track walk
and driver briefing. Many racing drivers call the Hungaroring the “Monte Carlo without crash barriers”,
referring to the narrow, winding street circuit in the principality. “I’ve never had to drive as precisely
as I need to here”, says Frank after the first few laps. An extended, unaccompanied lap comes next,
when Frank must follow the ideal line, look ahead, choose the right braking points and shift the load
without supervision – only the VBOX is running and recording data. After each part of the training,
Jens and Frank sit down to evaluate the video recording of the drive and discuss driving style. Jens
gives Frank tips to try out on his next lap.

Frank used to take part in motorcycle racing but today he enjoys motorsport
from and with Porsche. “I don’t have to worry about anything on the track;
I can just have fun, learn a lot and meet wonderful people”, he concludes –
good reasons for him to be a regular customer.
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Budapest is the country’s largest city and has a population of
1.7 million. The banks of the Danube are lined with impressive
buildings, each telling its own story. The capital of Hungary boasts
a fascinating mix of magnificent architecture and vibrant nightlife.
Carol and her partner Gustavo have had the longest journey to the
Master GT training. They come from Brazil and arrived a few days
earlier to enjoy Budapest at their leisure. Carol is 36 and has a
German mother and Brazilian father. The couple lives on Iha Bela,
the beautiful island in the state of São Paulo.
“We are grateful for the opportunity to improve our skills here.”
When they saw a Porsche 992 on the Côte d’Azur it was love at
first sight. “We instantly fell in love with that Porsche”, says the
designer and entrepreneur. Shortly afterwards they bought a
Porsche Carrera T and joined the Porsche Club Brazil. Carol’s
father was a racing driver. “Today is the anniversary of his death”,
she says at the race track this morning. “So today I’m driving in his
honour.” Carol is ambitious, and is as keen to understand the theory
behind the safety training as she is to experience success on the
track. This includes correct braking, load shifts and cornering. It is
important to her to know what pressure she applies when braking
and what speed she is reaching on the 788.9-metre-long startfinish straight. She also takes a lot of breaks. “The track here is very
slow but also very demanding due to the number of bends”, she
explains. “There is nowhere to stop and take a breath. It’s one bend
after another. If you lose your concentration, you’ll immediately get
into trouble.” Gustavo also uses the breaks to clear his head so
that when he gets back in his rented Porsche he can give it his full
concentration. The Master GT is the pinnacle of the Porsche Track
Experience programmes for road vehicles. To make sure that they
are fully prepared, the couple has already completed all three levels
of the Track Experience in Brazil.
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“It’s hard to imagine how intense every second is here. We have to
continuously adjust and adapt the ideal line to the prevailing road
conditions, such as the tarmac temperature”

“I thought for years that I would be far too old to be a racing driver, until I got my hands on this”, says
Gustavo, holding up the previous issue of this magazine. “The story about Dean opened my eyes. The
Canadian turned his life upside down at the age of almost 60 to become a racing driver. This showed me
that anything is possible”, says the 40-year-old, who now wants to take the next step into motorsport
with the Porsche Racing Experience. One step at a time though. First of all, he needs to focus on the
trickiest bend and identify the optimum braking points and earliest acceleration points, he says, looking
at the purple curve on the screen together with his instructor, Thomas. “There’s no better way to learn a
route than with a data analysis that compares your performance to reference values from a professional”,
Gustavo says, listening attentively to the discussions on lateral and longitudinal acceleration.
Meanwhile, Michael walks through the pit with his smartphone in his hand. He has his arm outstretched
and is smiling into the display. He is on a video call with his family at home, showing them the cars on the
race track, what the pit looks like, giving them a tour of the hospitality tent, and raving about everything
he has learnt on the first day. It’s hard work here, but also unforgettable. “It’s hard to imagine how intense
every second is here. We have to continuously adjust and adapt the ideal line to the prevailing road
conditions, such as the tarmac temperature”, explains Michael, who, like Frank, has travelled here by
road in his own vehicle. On just the first day, he learnt how important it is to steer as little as possible.
This not only saves time but also ensures a smoother drive. In fact, Michael thinks it’s all quite simple:
You have to aim for the ideal line, brake at the right moment, turn in carefully, find the apex of the bend
and accelerate out of it. So simple. So logical. So difficult. But so wonderful when you improve lap by
lap. Like Frank, Michael is a regular participant in Porsche Track Experience programmes. He enjoys the
time behind the wheel and the fact that he doesn’t have to worry about anything on site. “In two days,
you can cover 700 kilometres on the track and experience a dramatic improvement. There’s nowhere
else you can do that.”

088 — 089

OWN THE FAST LANE!

T r a c k E x p er i e n ce

TR ACK E X PERIENCE
M AS TER GT
DUR AT ION
DAT E S

2 days
See website for latest information

T OUR OPER AT OR

SPORT TOTAL EVENT GmbH

WELCOME TO THE LIMIT
HIGHLIGHTS
• Take part in your own vehicle, or experience GT feeling in
a Porsche rental vehicle
• Optimize your driving skills thanks to video-assisted analysis
• Push the limits with GT road cars

Are you someone who feels that reaching the limit is not the
end but only the beginning? Someone who doesn’t like to rest
on their laurels and is always looking for the next challenge?
You have already developed your driving skills on other
trainings, at Porsche Track Experience, or even in races and
now you want to perfect them. Working in small groups and
guided by experienced instructors, you can push your limits
as you find the ideal line, examine your own strengths and
weaknesses, and enjoy the driving dynamics of these extreme
sports cars.

Scan the code for detailed information
about the programme.
porsche.com/trackexperience
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E-lectrify ing
There are not many experiences that are quiet yet still create
pure joy. Taking the Porsche Taycan for a spin around a race
track is definitely one of them. It’s time to sprint straight
ahead then slide into a drift – welcome to the E-Warm-up
at the Porsche Track Experience.
Copy
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Everything seems familiar; it certainly feels like a typical Porsche. The centre
of gravity in the Taycan is incredibly low, lower than in GT cars. It’s just under the
wheel hub to be precise, right where the performance battery is integrated into
the underbody. The driver is surrounded by instruments that keep all their attention
focused on the task at hand, while the front passenger benefits from a pioneering
new feature: a separate, customisable touchscreen display. The state-of-the-art
instrument panel offers the kind of intuitive operating concept that can only be
achieved via touch or voice control, the latter of which is activated when users say
“Hey Porsche”.
The one-day E-Warm-up programme teaches participants how to use an electric
vehicle correctly. The Taycan is incredibly nimble as it takes on the 19 bends at
the Porsche Experience Centre Hockenheimring. The track is 2.8 kilometres long
and 12 metres wide. The dynamic area in the infield features a variety of friction
values, perfect for training drivers on how to handle load changes and how to focus
their eyes in the right place. The participants sit behind the wheel of a Taycan Turbo
S, each one a different colour. The drivers focus on the tarmac in front of them,
ready for their moment to enjoy a breath-taking sprint, tight bends, fantastic power
output and limitless performance.

Andreas gently presses down on the accelerator and the instantaneous
linear torque delivery throws him back into his seat so forcefully that his son
Yannick in the passenger seat can do little but laugh.

Everything seems familiar; it certainly feels like a typical Porsche. The centre of
gravity in the Taycan is incredibly low, lower than in GT cars. It’s just under the
wheel hub to be precise.
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Andreas gently presses down on the accelerator and the instantaneous linear
torque delivery throws him back into his seat so forcefully that his son Yannick in
the passenger seat can do little but laugh. It takes Andreas a while to get used to the
almost friction-free acceleration. This smooth start-up performance is a defining
feature of electric cars. They have a 911 in the garage at home; the car that Porsche
fans use to assess all others. They don’t even do it intentionally, it’s an involuntary
response – the 911 is the benchmark, it always has been. Father and son feel like
they are enclosed in a digital cocoon; a retreat without any distractions. They turn
down the car radio to enjoy and learn from the experience. Only the instructions over
the two-way radio break the silence.
“I really want to understand the limits of this vehicle”, says Dieter, an anaesthetist
who has been driving a Taycan Turbo S for a few months now. “I send people to
sleep for a living so I’m used to a quiet environment!” He chuckles at his work joke
as he listens to what his instructors are telling him. “The Taycan is so quiet and so
much fun. The dynamics are very different to a vehicle with an internal combustion
engine; after all, it recuperates as soon as you take your foot off the accelerator.”
0 94 — 0 9 5

You can find information about consumption and CO₂ emissions on page 123.
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TR ACK E X PERIENCE

With a start-up performance of 1.2 g, the force
exerted by the most powerful model during the
first few metres of acceleration is greater than
the Earth’s gravity. Not even a skydiver in free
fall is faster.

E-WARM-UP
DUR AT ION
DAT E S

1 day
See website for latest information

T OUR OPER AT OR

SPORT TOTAL EVENT GmbH

DRIVING PLEASURE IN THE QUIETEST PORSCHE
EVER
HIGHLIGHTS
• E xperience the driving dynamics of an electric sports car
on the race track
• Discover the special features that electric vehicles bring

No prior knowledge of electric vehicles is required to participate in the E-Warmup and there is also no need to own one. The programme teaches participants
basic knowledge of driving dynamics and introduces the racing line, and it includes
slalom exercises, how to respond correctly to critical scenarios, swerving and loadchanging scenarios, as well as allowing them to have some fun on the handling track.
They learn how to handle electric vehicles, the correct seating position, steering and
vision control, efficient use of all ESC systems, driving style and everything there
is to know about charging. Various follow-up sessions are available, including a
precision training and other special training courses.

to racing
• Learn how to efficiently use the basics of vehicle control
to react correctly in dangerous situations

There are a few topics on which everyone has an opinion.
Electric mobility is one of these topics. Would you like to
find out for yourself? Definitely! The E-Warm-up is perfect
for drivers who want to experience e-mobility in a Porsche
Taycan on the circuit. During this one-day course for firsttime participants, you will learn how to handle the Porsche
Taycan perfectly, as well as how, when and where to charge it.
You’re also sure to have plenty of fun with the sports car from
Zuffenhausen. In slalom, in circles, on wet and dry roads. For
perhaps the quietest drift you’ve ever experienced.

»A drift is an unnatural condition for us drivers; your instinct is always to keep the
car straight and steady. I had to get used to it first. It’s a lot of fun!«
The sporty four-door model with rear-axle steering and roll stabilisation combines
the precise handling of a sports car with the long-distance comfort of a saloon.
“It drives like a Porsche and feels like a Porsche”, says Jan-Philipp, an orthodontist
from Schleswig-Holstein. The 39-year-old has a racing license but so far has little
experience with electric vehicles. “The technology is fantastic; the Taycan is a very
sporty car. I’m a regular visitor to the Porsche Experience – I’ve already completed
everything up to the Master GT programme”, he says before starting his next
attempt at a drift. His instructors Felix and Lukas encourage him by radio as he tries
to keep control of the vehicle in its unstable state. “Trust yourself, just like that,
keep going!” Jan-Philipp manages a few circles around the irrigated tarmac of the
dynamic surface and is proud of himself: “I did it without turning!” He enjoys the
moment and explains why he failed on his first few attempts: “A drift is an unnatural
condition for us drivers; your instinct is always to keep the car straight and steady.
I had to get used to it first. It’s a lot of fun!”
Jan-Philipp leaves the stresses of daily life behind while taking part in the E-Warmup. He is impressed by the performance of the two permanent magnet synchronous
motors that convert electrical energy into propulsion. “The level of control is breathtaking. The Taycan responds extremely sensitively to every tiny movement of the
accelerator pedal”, he enthuses, describing the perfect balance, the impressive
lateral dynamic performance through bends, the all-wheel drive and the seemingly
limitless amount of grip. Dieter joins the conversation, talks about his day-to-day
experiences with the Taycan and answers Jan-Philipp’s questions about charging
infrastructure. “You won’t find an electric car better than this”, Dieter says.
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The Taycan is the Group’s technology flagship. With a start-up performance
of 1.2 g, the force exerted by the most powerful model during the first few
metres of acceleration is greater than the Earth’s gravity. Not even a skydiver
in free fall is faster. The conclusion after the E-Warm-up is that the Taycan
is not just a great touring saloon; it’s also a sports car that should not be
underestimated in the pit lane. This day of maximum torque and getting lost
in the moment comes to a close as the participants quietly discuss their
experiences, occasionally laughing out loud with delight.

Scan the code for detailed information
about the programme.
porsche.com/trackexperience
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Track Experience

»I THINK IT’S GREAT THAT
THE HOCKENHEIMRING
IS OPENING ITS DOORS
SO THAT PEOPLE WHO
ARE NOT SO CONNECTED
TO MOTOR SPORT CAN

AT T H E H O C K E N H E I M R I N G , U P -A N D - C O M I N G R A C I N G D R I V E R
L AU R I N H E I N R I C H I S E X C H A N G I N G H I S C A R F O R A P O R S C H E
E- B I K E . H E I S TA K I N G O N T H E G R A N D P R I X C I R C U I T O N T W O
W H E E L S A S PA R T O F : F I T O N T R AC K .
Text

Christina Rahmes

Photos Lukas Walter

EXPERIENCE THE RACE
TRACK.«

There are a few things in life that are hard to put into words. The
fascination of electric mobility is one of these, whether in the form
of the Porsche Taycan or the e-bike X+ from Zuffenhausen. “What
particularly impresses me in e-mobility is the disparity between
not being able to hear the car going past and the fact that it is so
powerful you’re almost lost for words”, says Laurin, while putting
on his bicycle helmet. He has just climbed out of a Porsche Taycan
and will shortly explore the Hockenheimring on his e-bike.
Several times a year, Hockenheim-Ring GmbH opens up the circuit
to inline skaters, cyclists, handcyclists and joggers, who have
about three hours to put in a few laps around the 4.6-kilometre
Grand Prix circuit. The “Fit on Track” event attracts not only
amateur athletes, but also professional racing drivers such as the
19-year-old Würzburg native. Why? “Because it’s fun! I know the
Hockenheimring from my racing car and from track walks. Taking
the ideal line on a bike is awesome, because the slower pace makes
it possible to see lots of places that you don’t notice from the car”,
explains the ambitious young racer.
Laurin drives in the Porsche Carrera Cup Germany; two
years ago he won the Porsche Super Sports Cup at the
Hockenheimring. In the meantime, the Franconian has also
made a name for himself in the virtual world by taking the
top spot on the digital podium at the Race at Home in the
Porsche Esports Carrera Cup Germany. “Real victories always mean a little bit more to me than ones in the simulator because there are a lot more emotions involved in real
motor sports”, explains Laurin, who considers Porsche to be
the best springboard on the way to becoming a professional
racing driver.
Almost everything in his life is about speed; after all, it is
the fundamental element in his sport that decides between
victory and defeat. Today he is not driving against the clock,
instead he is able to dawdle around and have some fun. But
at the end, he’s still the fastest.

Laurin is a hybrid driver, meaning he’s a ver y fast driver both in
a simulator and in the real world.
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Scan the QR code to watch a video of Laurin
having fun on the Porsche e-bike.
experience.porsche.com/fitontrack
098 — 099
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TRAINING SPECIAL
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The

LEARN
FROM
THE BEST
POWERED
BY TIMO
BERNHARD

masterclass
Copy		 Berthold Dörrich
Photos

Timo, you are one of our most successful racing drivers.
Have there been moments in your career when you were
grateful to have a mentor or a coach?
Yes, absolutely – and right from the start, in fact. My father took on this role initially. His advice was especially important
for me when I started kart racing and after my first few victories
when I started preparing for the German, European and world
championships. My father was very knowledgeable about the
technology and was able to teach me a lot. In terms of my driving
skills, I first felt the benefits of having a mentor when I became
a junior at Porsche. And even after that, there have been points
in my career when I was grateful to have received professional
support – the same support that I can now pass on today in the
Porsche Experience training “Learn from the Best”.
 ou joined the Porsche team at a relatively young age.
Y
Did you have a chance to learn from your older, more
experienced team members?
Yes, I became a member of the Porsche Junior Team
in 1999. As soon as I joined I was able to work with Roland
Kussmaul, one of Porsche’s leading racing engineers at the time,
who also made a significant contribution to series production. He
worked very hard with me and showed me how to warm up the
tyres, prepare for the qualifiers, divide up a race and work with
other members of the team. This was the first time that someone
had given me intensive, professional coaching one on one to
improve my skills as a racing driver. It was also the first time that
I experienced the special feeling of being part of the Porsche
racing family.

Erhardt Szakacs

Once they have finally learnt
to push their spor ts car to
the limit safely on the track,
ever y ambitious driver asks
themselves: What’s nex t?
Where do I go from here?
And how do I get there?
The best way to take your
skills to the nex t level is to
train with someone whose
whole career has been about
pushing the boundaries of
speed for more than 20
years, and who can of fer
one-on-one advice on how
to do it – someone like t wotime world champion and Le
Mans winner Timo Bernhard.

Tell us about your work with Roland Kussmaul
Over the years, racing drivers build up a kind of toolbox
that can be used in a wide variety of situations. To build this
toolbox, it of course helps to have someone by your side who
recognises your potential and supports you as an individual – but
without making you feel that they are your babysitter or nanny.
Roland Kussmaul was a true mentor for me – he kept giving me
new tasks when he could see that I was capable of doing them
PORSCHE EXPERIENCE |
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and that I had the potential to do them successfully. The fact that
this experience had such a profound impact on me and worked
so well for me is why I also support this philosophy today. I try to
explain this to the participants on the Porsche Track Experience
“Learn from the Best”. It’s not about copying every single thing
that I do. It’s about helping every participant to start building
their own, completely individual toolbox of experiences that they
can fall back on for help in difficult situations, and use to continue
growing and learning.
I s it often the racing engineers who teach the professional drivers what they need to know?
Yes, it is. They work very closely with the vehicle and the
driver. We discuss the technology and processes in detail. It’s
also the racing engineers who you hear over the radio during the
races. They are a bit like the manager of a football team.
 hey are part of the racing family then?
T
Yes, definitely. I was a Porsche factory driver for over 20
years and that is unique in itself. There’s just something very
special about seeing Dr Wolfgang Porsche, a
member of the Porsche family, joining everyone
in the pit and following the race. It really adds to
the feeling of family. We celebrate together when
we are successful. That’s not to say that we have
a big argument if things don’t work out in a race.
Not winning is also an important part of professional sport – it helps you to hone your skills.
L ike the personal coach, who you probably need at
precisely those times
Of course – it’s when things get tough that it’s most helpful to have someone who knows you well and can look at things
with you closely. It’s a similar scenario in the “Learn from the

It helps to have someone
by your side who recognises
your potential.

OWN THE FAST LANE!
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What is special about the “Learn from the Best” training? When things
get tough, it is helpful to have someone who can look at things with you
closely and discuss the situation in detail.

Best” training: I already know some of the participants from other training
courses so we are like a mini racing family once the participants are doing
several training sessions a year, setting new goals and improving.
 lthough as a former factory driver and two-time Le Mans winner,
A
you clearly perform at a very different level.
Of course, but it is important to me that the participants do not
feel in awe of me. My goal is to build some kind of bond over the two-day
experience. I want to convey the feeling that we are working towards a
shared goal so that at the end of the course the participants can say yes,
I’ve definitely learnt something new. And I’ve been able to continue filling
my personal toolbox with knowledge and experience. That is one of the
special things about this very personalised training format – that you can
discuss situations in detail. For example, if it starts raining I will hop into a
car and head onto the track, drive the rain racing line and then we look at
the data and the video together immediately afterwards.
 o what type of participant is this experience designed for?
S
Definitely for someone who is looking for a new challenge but is not
ready for racing just yet. The “Learn from the Best” experience is ideal for
getting to that point.
 imo, thank you very much for the interview. If you were to give
T
your students one key tip to take away from their first masterclass
with you, what would it be?
The most important thing is always to have fun. Ambition yes, but
always enjoy the driving! And that applies whether you feel that you have
already reached the peak of your performance or whether you plan to
continue on to the Porsche Racing Experience.

»

I want to convey the feeling that we are
working towards a shared goal.
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TR ACK E XPERIENCE
LEARN FROM THE BEST –
POWERED BY TIMO BERNHARD
DUR ATION
DAT E S

2 days
See website for latest information

T OUR OPER AT OR

SPORT TOTAL EVENT GmbH

A MAJOR STEP TOWARDS MOTORSPORT
HIGHLIGHTS
• T he unforgettable switch from a road vehicle to a racing car
• Intensive one-to-one coaching from an instructor with racing
experience
• Get tips and tricks from a two-time world champion and
Le Mans winner

There is no user manual for the perfect introduction to
motorsport. Some people have years of kart training or have
spent hours in a driving simulator. Others simply switch from
a road vehicle to a racing car one day, and find one of the best
to coach them. Don’t waste your time with things that you’ve
known for ages; instead, build your own customised toolbox
for the race track. And get so close to the feeling of racing that
it’ll take a long time to forget the experience.

»
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The “Learn from the Best” training allows
participants to develop their personal
toolbox to make the difference.

Scan the code for detailed information
about the programme.
porsche.com/trackexperience
10 4 — 10 5
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D O N´T L I M I T
YOUR
C H A L L E N G E S.
CHALLENGE
YOUR
L I M I T S.
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L E V EL UP!
 n the quest for perfection, we may
O
change our point of view. Participating in the Porsche GT Trackday sometimes broadens one’s horizon - with
a new perspective on the top-level
racing cars from Porsche. 

116 	F R E S HLY W R A P P ED
	The work really begins once a
racing car is finished. Discover how
the carbon body of the 911 RSR is
transformed to produce an attractive
exterior.

118 	F R EE R ID E
 eart pounding as speed knows no limits.
H
The pleasure of driving with like-minded
people. The Porsche GT Trackday heralds
a completely new dimension of freedom.
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O N T H E Q U E S T F O R P E R F E C T I O N , W E M AY C H A N G E O U R
P O I N T O F V I E W A N D G R O W B E Y O N D O U R S E LV E S . W I T H A
F R E S H L O O K AT T H I N G S , I T I S P O S S I B L E T O E X PA N D O U R
O W N H O R I Z O N S T O W O N D E R F U L E F F E C T. OVER T WO DAYS,
WE TOOK A BIRD’S E YE VIE W OF THE P O R S C H E G T T R AC K DAY .

Level up!
Copy

↑

Christina Rahmes

Photos Michael Haegele
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There are some days in life that are simply better than others, such as those when a quick glance in the
rear-view mirror is all it takes to know that we are way ahead. Or the moments in which the perceived
limits of our ability start to shift. Or the few days on which we felt with all of our senses that this right
now is not just the beginning, but the pinnacle.

D U R I N G T H E F I R ST O F M A N Y DATA A N A LYS E S , M A R T I N
B E C O M E S L E S S TA L K AT I V E . H E I S A T H E O R I ST, FA SC I N AT E D BY T H E P O W E R O F T H O U G H T S A N D T H E O P P O R T U N I T Y TO T U R N H I S D R E A M S I N TO R E A L I T Y.

To capture the essence of Porsche motorsport race cars in all their glory, we took to the skies at the
new Porsche GT Trackday. We changed our perspective and saw what the birds see. Photographers
refer to the area above normal eye level as “overhead”. Unlike when looking straight ahead, the horizon
is not in the centre of the field of vision; the sky and earth are not bisected by a horizontal line. We are,
so to speak, above the horizon. From up here, we can see the perfect symbiosis of man and machine.
From lap to lap, we can see the participants in the programme growing and bettering themselves, as
they get closer and closer to that ideal line. We can see them successfully confronting one of the four
fundamental forces of physics, playing with gravity. Braking later, accelerating earlier, as driver and
vehicle become one on the track. But let’s rewind for a moment.
We’re on the ground. It’s 8.09 a.m. on a mild late summer’s day. The sun was up two hours ago and
the temperature of the tarmac on the Hungaroring is 29.3 degrees Celsius. Martin is one of more than
ten participants. He climbs straight into the 911 GT2 RS Clubsport, which he has hired for the twoday programme in Hungary. The car is matt black with red and light blue stripes. As part of the new
Porsche GT Trackday, top level race cars can now be booked as part of the Test Drive package or as
rental vehicles throughout the day in addition to the 718 GT4 Clubsport and the 911 GT3 Cup (992).
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Whether their car is hired or their own pride and joy, all of the participants
have come here hoping to take their skills to the next level, and to fulfill
a long cherished life dream. To expand their own horizons.
“I’m expecting to experience new limits – my own and those of the
car. Without any competitive pressure”, says the 42-year-old, who has
already completed the g-Force, Master GT4 and Racing Experience
Level 1 programmes. “To make sure I get plenty of seat-time during the
year, I regularly visit GT Trackdays with my GT road vehicle”, says Martin,
who is already taking notes during the track walk. “The ideal line is so
simple in theory, but it’s a little more difficult to hit in practice”, he says,
laughing and stashing his notes in his pocket as another participant,
Thomas, comes around the corner. He’s writing down the tips – just to
be sure – and doesn’t want anyone to know. They pat each other firmly
on the back, as men do, pleased to be sharing an instructor between
the two of them. The guys have known each other for quite a few
years and have become good friends. “We have never met up off the
race track, but as soon as Porsche publishes the dates, we always call
each other and book the same events”, says Thomas. The two talk a lot
about the Porsche family, about community, about friendship. Feeling
the g-forces as they push the body and its inertia into the seat, making
progress, getting closer to that ideal line, testing the limits, improving –
all these things unite them.
During the first of many data analyses, Martin becomes less talkative.
He is a theorist, fascinated by the power of the mind, and the chance
to realize his dreams. Armed with their experience from the WEC, the
engineers from Manthey-Racing can see exactly who is braking or
accelerating at each point on the track and how hard. They compare the
participants’ laps with the reference lap driven by instructors or Porsche
works drivers. Using coloured curves and a great deal of data, they
show Martin that he is not applying enough pressure when braking and
sometimes still has his foot on the accelerator at the same time. “The
learning success with this programme is only so high because none of
our mistakes go undiscovered”, says Thomas, who always performs
better during guided driving than when driving freely. “I like it when a
professional guides me, and I can adapt to his line”, he says. Martin, on
the other hand, prefers free driving, saying he feels less under pressure.
“The before and after effects of the Porsche Experience programmes
are almost indescribable. Before I take part, I always think that my
driving skills are already very strong; afterwards, I know that I’m only
a beginner.” He writes down either a 0 or 1 in a small notebook – his
own way of remembering the brake pressure required: either brake
completely without staying on the accelerator pedal, or not at all. He
works in the IT industry, where zeros and ones define his work and
are his daily companions. They make the difference between success
and failure.
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R ACING E X PERIENCE
GT TR ACK DAY
DUR ATION

1 to 2 days

D A T E S  Spa-Francochamps, Belgium – 09.04. - 10.04.2021
Le Castellet, France – 24.07. - 25.07.2021
Estoril, Portugal – 04.09. - 05.09.2021
Monza, Italy – 23.10. - 24.10.2021
Alcañiz, Spain – 03.12. - 04.12.2021
OPER AT OR

Manthey-Racing GmbH

THE ICING ON THE CAKE: YOU CAN’T ASK FOR
ANYTHING BETTER THAN TOP-LEVEL PORSCHE
RACING CARS
The data analysis is over, and it’s time for some free driving. The instructor accompanies
the guys back to the pit and to their Porsche. Like many of his colleagues, he also has
a special passion for the Porsche brand. He also has so much track experience that
there cannot be a single technical question to which he does not have an answer. He
attaches the outer safety net to the vehicle cage and gives a few more tips on overtaking
and steering precision before leaving his participants on the track. “This programme
provides the perfect opportunity to take powerful racing cars to the limit with sensitivity.
It’s tailored to the participants as far as possible and without compromise”, says project
manager Monika. Running the top range of Porsche motorsport race cars is all about
applying your experience. On the ground, it’s then a matter of sensitivity for accelerator
pressure and brake timing, of physical limits, stamina and willingness to learn.

Let’s return now to the horizon that separates the earth from the sky. Its true distance from us
can be calculated rather wonderfully using Pythagoras’ theorem. For us, however, the horizon is
symbolic for a certain longing. The longing for thrills. The longing for perfection. From a bird’s eye
view, our expectations of ourselves shift. From up there we are very small, almost insignificant.
And yet the perspective at the Porsche GT Trackday stands for something quite big: The unique
chance to drive a 911 RSR, the spearhead of GT racing cars. And to experience the highest of feelings.

Scan the QR code now and enjoy the top range of
Porsche Motorsport race cars in a 360° view.
experience.porsche.com/360gttrackday
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HIGHLIGHTS
• Hire top-level Porsche rental cars
• E xperience Porsche race cars at their limit
• Develop your driving skills quickly and safely

Many motorsport fans get goose bumps when they hear the
phrase “trackday”. However, the thought of a trackday gets
really exciting when you can drive around the track with likeminded people in high-performance racing cars. Welcome to
the world of Porsche motorsport! Work with instructors with
racing experience to improve your ideal line on race tracks full
of tradition. Push your limits in a safe environment – even in the
legendary 911 RSR if you wish.

Scan the code for detailed information
about the programme.
porsche.com/racingexperience
114 — 115
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»DRIV E FAS T
W HILE LOOK ING
UNIQUE.«

FRESHLY
WRAPPED:
GIVING THE
PORSCHE
911 RSR
OF THE
PORSCHE
RACING
EXPERIENCE
ITS LIVERY.

Sometimes it’s worth breaking with the norm. You reset everything
and turn things on their head. If you need more downforce, you fit
a larger rear diffuser. But what if you don’t have the space? Well,
you could reverse the arrangement of the engine and the gearbox.
No sooner said than done. Let’s rewind to 2017: The second
Porsche 911 RSR, based on the 991, is brand new. The only things
borrowed from its predecessor are the door handles. It’s perfectly
balanced with a naturally aspirated six-cylinder flat engine in
front of the rear axle – a mid-engine concept for better weight
distribution. The Porsche 911 RSR is the most uncompromising
long-distance GT car the company has ever built. Created for the
ultimate challenges, no other Porsche racing car boasts as many
superlatives as the RSR. Not only is it the most track-tested GT
racing car of all time, it has also triumphed in the toughest longdistance series in the world: the FIA WEC, IMSA and many more.
The model pictured here competed in the six-hour races in Mexico,
at the Nürburgring, in the USA, Fuji and Shanghai, to name but a
few. The technical inspection stickers are emblazoned on the cage
like trophies in a display case.

Piece by piece, the film featuring the ready-made design is pulled
from the roll. But let’s start at the beginning. The team of car
wrappers must ensure that the fully wrapped vehicle looks perfect
from a distance of 15 metres. In this case, the film specialists
received the design from Michelin, the tyre partner of Porsche
Motorsport and the Porsche Experience. Zlatko and his small team
have scheduled two days to wrap the carbon-fibre-bodied racing
car in the Manthey-Racing workshop. Workshop manager Jan
and his colleagues partially disassemble the vehicle in advance,
removing bonnets, doors, mirrors, wings, side walls, the aerial, roof
hatch and sills. The professional car wrappers begin by applying
a white primer film to the dry vehicle. Although it may look easy,
it’s anything but. They give it a gentle blow-dry, glue on the film,
then remove the air bubbles between carbon and film with a blade.
After the white carrier foil, they apply yellow from the roll, then blue.
For icons and logos, the pros use detail films and smaller stripes.
They carefully cut out details such as air intakes or the lettering on
the rear with a cutter knife, without touching the body of the RSR.
Finally, they cover the racing car with a transparent protective film.
This can withstand the impact of stones and can be wiped down
with brake cleaner, for example, to remove any sticky tyre rubber
residue, known as tyre pick-up. It’s all done by hand – just like the
process of building the RSR itself in the factory at the Motorsport
Centre in Weissach.

The seat of the Porsche brand ambassador Jörg Bergmeister is installed in the
cockpit of the Porsche 911 RSR. Jörg Bergmeister was involved throughout the
entire development of the vehicle right from the first rollout and appreciates the
high aerodynamic downforce and the perfect balance of the RSR. His little boy
also likes the livery – the three-year-old is a big fan of the Michelin Man.

You can watch the complete wrapping process in
the time lapse video. Simply scan the adjacent QR
code and watch as the monochrome racing car
becomes a colourful work of art.
experience.porsche.com/911foiling
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THIS MUCH WAS CLEAR – I arrived at the Nürburgring Grand Prix
track more than an hour early. I couldn’t sleep any longer anyway;
I was too excited thinking about the freedom we would have at
the wheel. I look at my white Porsche 911 GT3, strolling around it
to admire its beauty. It was love at first sight when I first saw this
car just a short time ago, and I’ve been falling in love with it again
and again ever since. By tonight there will be insects stuck to the
bumper and the steering wheel will have soaked up my adrenaline.
My car and I will be going home again the day after tomorrow. My
weather app tells me it will be raining here by then; today will be
fine and it might rain tomorrow. But it would be all too easy to get
sucked into speculating about the weather in the Eifel region and
what it might mean. With the Mittelgebirge in Rhineland-Palatinate
and North Rhine-Westphalia, moderately cold winters, humid and
cool summers and the Atlantic climate, it’s certainly not to be
underestimated! My heart is definitely beating faster now than it
has for the last few days, because today is the first Trackday of the
year for both me and Porsche. This new Racing Experience format
is exclusively for Porsche GT road and racing cars. The event will
last for two days, and it’s high time to see what my GT3 can really
do. Once I’m in the car nobody will be able to get me out again, or
get me to stop or even slow down. Lunch and coffee will be the
only exceptions. I want to get as much driving in as possible, and I
can’t wait – 5,148 kilometres of track, long run-off areas and gravel
beds, 17 bends. Over and over again. Driving to the limit – in a safe
environment. My moment has finally come. My name is Christina. I
am 38 years old and I come from Mannheim.

Copy
Christina Rahmes
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THIS NE W R ACING E XPERIENCE FORMAT IS
E XCLUSIVELY FOR PORSCHE GT ROAD AND
R ACING CARS.
We’re off right away. I’m holding on to the steering wheel so tightly that my knuckles have
started to go white. Right hand at three o’clock, left hand at nine o’clock, the yellow stripe
in the centre marking the twelve o’clock position at the top. This beautiful accent on the
black steering wheel is perfect for drift training, helping to keep the wheels centred at all
times. I could drift away again right now; I’m thinking of Lapland, the Porsche Ice Experience,
powdery snow. But I focus on the flashing starting lights in the pit lane, and that brings me
back to the here and now. Stay calm Christina, take a deep breath; you’ve done this plenty
of times before. I start the lap timer and that’s when the ultimate feeling of freedom begins.
I’m on the start-finish straight. At 627.75 metres, this is the highest point of the track.
I approach the rear of a Porsche wrapped in livery; it’s lilac and white. The number plate
shows GT3 RS to match the model, and to the left of it is an outline of the Nürburgring
Nordschleife. I reprimand myself, remind myself to keep my gaze sharp. I focus on the
Dunlop hairpin bend in the Müllenbach loop; the lowest point on the track. I am ready
for this – after all, the Hockenheimring is my usual stomping ground, not the Grand
Prix track of the Nürburgring. Its nickname is Little Monaco, after the tight bends, of
course. My Porsche would laugh if it could read my thoughts; it’s a piece of cake for
this car, hairpin bends, fast bends, long straights. While I’m busy thinking about what
could really challenge the car, I see the colourful GT3 RS again. Captain America is
emblazoned on the driver side, and whoever is driving this car appears to be a big
Avengers fan. Hold your gaze, Christina, I remind myself; the lap timer is running, you
are your own challenger. I speed up a little from time to time, and I feel safe. Nobody
is dictating my speed; I’m master of my own destiny, enjoying total freedom and
speed that knows no limits.
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The Schumacher-S corner, a quick left-right bend combination. I’m grinning so much that
my helmet suddenly feels tight. Anyone who looks at me from behind later will see the
starting number 46, a colourful sticker on my white helmet – Valentino Rossi’s trademark.
I am in love with this feeling of experiencing speed, and I love to watch other people in
the process. Peter is at my rear in his green 911 GT3 RS. He looms larger and larger in my
rear-view mirror. Today he has booked himself three of the available add-ons – a personal
instructor, a racing engineer and his own pit. I flash right briefly, signalling to him that he can
overtake me; it’s not really necessary as he would zoom past me anyway. Peter is much more
experienced than me. He told me earlier about the set-up for his car, and most weeks he can
be found at one of the various race tracks around the world. He decided not to take advantage
of the free test laps in the black and yellow 718 GT4 Clubsport; he’s knowledgeable already
and he prefers to focus on his own vehicle. They gave me the ultimate go-kart feeling; I literally
saw the tarmac shimmering and for a few minutes I felt totally at one with it. The GT4 Clubsport
is the epitome of pure motorsport, with a mid-engine concept and perfect balance. I’m already
thinking about renting one for the next GT trackday.
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Or a Porsche 911 GT3 Cup/Cup MR. After all, I don’t get many other opportunities
to experience GT racing cars. The rental pool also includes the 911 RSR (on request)
and 911 GT2 RS Clubsport models, as well as a very rare vehicle from this sports car
manufacturer: the 911 GT3 R. That really would be the cherry on the GT cake. The
Bilstein bend is up ahead. This is where the fastest section of the track begins. I can
really fly here and let my Porsche do what it does best. A sporty, fast drive that won’t put
me or anyone else at risk. A race track will never let you down; once you’re moving it’s hard
to stop again. The feeling of freedom makes time stand still.

You can certainly visit the bakery and pick up some rolls in a
GT road vehicle. You can even take a detour; along a route with
a series of bends, perhaps. But the only time that you can truly,
and safely, drive your own GT road or racing car is at a Trackday
on the most beautiful race tracks in Europe. And if you feel
like doing a few laps in the new 911 GT3 or having your first
experience in a real racing car like the 718 GT4 Clubsport or
the new 911 GT3 Cup, then don´t miss the GT Trackday for an
opportunity to have a go!
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Before I signed up for this Trackday I had no idea how long these two days would stay with me.
It’s as though someone gave me concentrated adrenaline in a time capsule. The perfect dose
to give you goosebumps when you think back to that time. A few weeks later and I’m already
Googling to find the next available dates. I sign up again. Once again I think: it’s now or never.
I FEEL FREE.
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I was 14 years old when my father took me to a Porsche Centre for the first time. To this
day, it is still the defining Porsche moment of my life. A few years later I bought a Porsche
911 Carrera in Guards Red and took my first driving course. I quickly ended up in the top
group. But my mind is wandering now. The fastest right-hand bend on the Grand Prix circuit,
the Advan arch, requires maximum concentration; and shortly after that I reach my top speed
of the day. I take a quick glance at my lap timer, which boils the luxurious feeling of freedom
down to just a few digits. By tomorrow evening I will know that this was my best lap and that I
wouldn’t get close to this time again. Seven left-hand bends, ten right-hand bends. This must
be the flow state that so many people always talk about. Unforgettable.
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