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EDITORIAL

Dear readers,
Whether you currently drive a Porsche or whether the Porsche Experience
is your opportunity to try out this indescribable feeling for the first time,
you’re used to looking ahead. You’re always focusing on the next curve, the
next straight. At best, looking back is a nostalgic indulgence. And yet, the
memories of what we have done and experienced are exactly the things
that inspire us and make us strong. Especially when our opportunities to
experience anything real have been limited for so long – and are only slowly
opening up again.
Have you counted how many hours, days or even weeks you have spent in
front of your screen in recent months? How often the world seemed to be
shrunk to the size of your laptop screen, as if we’re looking at everything
around us through a 16:9 window? The more we perceived the world
through this two-dimensional screen as normality, the more we looked
forward to the things that make our lives so special: real experiences with
friends, like-minded people, fellow drivers. A drive through a breathtakingly
beautiful landscape. A spontaneous rest after many winding kilometers.
A perfect lap on the race track. The curve that you come closer to mastering each time. The second that you knock off your time as a result. And the
joy that you share with your fellow drivers from the race track at the end
of a long day of training. Even if at some point over recent months we have
been surprised how appealing digital entertainment can be, nothing can
replace real experiences. You can’t beat the real thing!

PORSCHE EXPERIENCE
2022 Edition

Isn’t it wonderful that we can once again focus on these shared experiences? That the world is opening back up to us in all its dimensions and that
our view is now widening again? It’s wonderful that we can make plans and
look forward to things again!
As always, this year we will be presenting some of the most extraordinary
tales from Porsche Experience in our STORIES magazine. Be inspired by all
the beautiful things that there are to discover with and in a Porsche. We
look forward to seeing these things with you again in 2022!
Best wishes,
Your
Porsche Experience Team
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BETWEEN
THE SKY
AND
SEA
If ever there is a place where the saying “a picture is worth a thousand words” is justified, it is Norway.
Almost no other country in Europe can boast such a breathtaking natural backdrop as the land between
Skagerrak and the North Cape. It is no surprise that it has been on the bucket list of many Porsche
Experience customers for some time. In 2022, this wish will finally be granted when the Porsche Travel
Experience comes to Norway – in the Porsche Taycan, of course.

PORSCHE EXPERIENCE |

| 2022

Text

Photos

Berthold Dörrich

Christian Hoiberg, Eirik Halvorsen

AKSEL LUND SVINDAL:

CHRISTIAN HOIBERG:

“I had always dreamed of taking a road trip through my
home country. I’m thrilled to be able to show some of the
most beautiful parts of it here!”

“As a landscape photographer, there is no country
more fascinating for me than Norway. I chose some of the
most impressive places for our trip.”
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“The first sunset on our journey. We were completely alone at the
summit of Dalsnibba. The only things around us were the clouds
and the evening sun.”

PORSCHE EXPERIENCE |

| 2022

012 — 013

E S C A P E T H E O R D I N A R Y.

T ravel E xperience

“Trollstigen – one of the most spectacular roads on our journey.
When we reach the top, we enjoy the view from the observation
terrace, which is just as breathtaking as the road itself.”

Norway is a country of fascination, contradictions and contrasts. It is at the top of many global rankings – or closer to
the bottom, depending on your perspective. For example,
Norway leads the world when it comes to the distribution of
electric cars. In 2019, it had 15 times as many electric
vehicles per inhabitant as the US – an electric pioneer –
and more than 25 times as many as boom country China.
Or put another way, in 2019 almost half of all newly registered vehicles in Norway were electric. With only just over
five million inhabitants, Norway is pretty near the bottom of
the population statistics in Europe. In terms of area, on the
other hand, it is Europe’s fifth largest country. If we open a
map and fold Norway down at its southern end, the North
Cape will be at the same level as Rome – that’s quite a
stretch! The network of Norwegian motorways spans a
thousand kilometers. And it’s no wonder, because much of
the country’s landscape is made up of rugged mountains. If
we could drive by car along the coastline with its more than
1.000 fjords, that would mean covering a distance of
29,000 kilometers. In winter, these roads are often icy and
covered in deep snow. By contrast, the summer can be
pleasantly warm, even north of the Arctic Circle. Norway
has become one of the world’s most prosperous countries
due to its huge oil and gas reserves – while the Norwegians
themselves obtain more than 98 per cent of their e lectricity
from clean water and wind power. It’s the optimum conditions, therefore, to get to know this land of contrasts on a
road trip in the fully electric Taycan. Ideally, accompanied by
two Norwegians who know their country extremely well:
Aksel Lund Svindal, Olympic champion, world champion,
one of the most successful ski racers and a Porsche brand
ambassador, and Christian Hoiberg, a landscape photo
grapher based in Lofoten, famous for his fascinating photographs of the Norwegian wilderness.
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“July might be the most beautiful month to visit Norway,”
explains Aksel right at the beginning of our journey. During
the day, the roads are quite busy with tourists. But what
does “day” even mean at this time of year, so far north? The
sun disappears briefly below the horizon shortly before midnight, only to emerge again at around three in the morning.
Even during the “night hours” there is always a kind of dim
twilight. After dinner on our road trip, we can often take a
relaxed detour and drive on virtually empty roads to enjoy
unique sunsets from beautiful vantage points. As a landscape photographer, Christian is of course a reliable guide.
From our hotel in Geiranger, we set off on the first evening
at sea level to the 1,500-meter summit of Dalsnibba for
one of these unforgettable moments. On the winding roads
and hairpin bends of road no. 63, better known as Ørnevegen or “The Eagle Road,” we meet car after car as we make
our way up. When we reach the top, there is suddenly complete silence and we are able to soak up the vast natural
spectacle all for ourselves. We are captivated by this giant
light display, but somehow, it also feels as though the drive
up to the summit of the mountain in the Taycan has set us
up for this experience in a very special way.
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“Time for us to set out on foot. It was impossible to miss the roar of the waterfalls not far from the road.”
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“A ferry journey is an essential part of a road trip through Norway.
It often saves you making detours so you have time to enjoy the
views and a delicious svele pancake on board.”

For Aksel, driving in the Taycan is always a very special experience. Not because of the speed at which he could be
driving it, but because he is fascinated by how the fully electric Porsche enables him to experience the landscape: “I love
to open the windows when driving among such fascinating
scenery so that I am even closer to nature. I don’t miss the
sound of a car – on the contrary, in fact.” Christian, on the
other hand, is inspired by the sounds of the Porsche Electric Sport Sound System – which always match the current
vehicle condition – and particularly likes to activate them at
such moments.
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In any case, we are driving on the Norwegian roads in an electric sports car: While speed limits of 60 km/h often apply
around Oslo and the larger cities, here in the open country you
are nearly always on your own, and can decide for yourself
what the safe driving speed is – within the generally permissible limits. Compared to other mountain regions, the mountains and roads do not seem all that spectacular at first
glance. The peaks along our route are rarely higher than
2,000 meters. “Since most of the mountain roads start at sea
level, the Norwegian passes can still rival the best Alpine
crossings in terms of fascination,” says Porsche brand ambassador Aksel Lund Svindal. This is especially true of Trollstigen,
one of Norway’s most famous serpentine mountain roads,
which demands a great deal of driving skill with its eleven
hairpin bends. Unsurprisingly, it reminds the former ski racer
of Alpine routes such as the Stelvio Pass. You search for crash
barriers in vain – only a few stones at the roadside offer a little
orientation on the way up, and overtaking is of course completely impossible, even in a well-powered sports car. Every
now and then, small gravel roads branch off our route, which
in large parts follows the course of the Porsche Travel Experience Norway that Porsche enthusiasts will also be able
to take part in from 2022. In search of the best places for
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“A view worth skipping dinner for: sunset from
Litlefjellet in Åndalsnes.”
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“Norwegian strawberries are the best in the world. At least, that’s what we Norwegians
believe. We stopped many times on our road trip to treat ourselves to a few.”

a spectacular photo, Christian had already planned various
detours off the main route before our road trip began. “Unlike
in many other countries, in Norway anyone is allowed to enjoy
the natural landscape and even enter private roads with
practically no restrictions – always with the necessary respect for flora and fauna, of course,” says Christian. Often
these routes lead us along wild rivers, in which the bluegreen of the cold melt water is juxtaposed with the green of
the summer meadows, and to breathtaking viewing points
over landscapes that remind us of completely different parts
of the world. One such place is Christian’s current vantage
point, the view from Litlefjellet of the Rauma river valley near
Åndalsnes, bathed in golden light by the evening sun – not far
from the hotel, where participants in the Porsche Travel
Experience Norway will stay overnight.

The views of the Norwegian landscape are not the only distractions on our road trip. On almost the entire route, children
sit by the road, or in the front gardens of small wooden houses, offering fresh strawberries to those passing by. Strawberries have a special place in the hearts of Norwegians. You
may think that the northern climate would not be particularly
suitable for cultivating strawberries. But in fact, the opposite
is true: “Thanks to the long, bright summer days and the cool
night-time temperatures, for a few wonderful weeks in the
summer, we grow the best strawberries in the world in Norway.” At least, that’s what Aksel and Christian think. These
are always welcome breaks on our journey, together with our
stops at the charging stations that can be found almost everywhere. And for the children by the roadsides, it is a huge
surprise when suddenly their skiing idol steps out of the car
and buys a tray of their strawberries.
After two days in the Norwegian mountains, on the third day
the scenery changes as soon as we leave the ferry after the
short crossing in Molde. The mountains now make way for
expansive views of the sea. Large hay bales lie in the sweeping meadows along our route, with red farmhouses shining
like colored speckles in the green spaces in between. Time
and again we pass small port towns with fishing boats bobbing at the pier. If we didn’t know we were at the same latitude as Greenland, we would feel as though we had shifted
to the east coast of the US in the late summer. As we coast
across one of the eight bridges of perhaps the most spectacular section of the Atlantic Road in the evening light, and stop
once again as Christian takes out the drone one last time for
another beautiful landscape photo, we realize that we have
come full circle: Norway is a country full of fascination and
contrasts between the sky and sea, and it has rightly found
a place on our bucket list. Even for Aksel, this view is a first:
“I actually can’t believe I have never driven this section of the
Atlantic Road myself. It’s all the more beautiful that we can
experience it here at the end of our special road trip.”

In Norway, driving in the Taycan is good, clean fun: 98 per cent of
electricity is generated by harnessing the power of wind and water.
Kari Schibevaag, Norway’s eight-time kitesurfing world champion,
shows us that there are also other ways to have fun
with wind and water. Scan the code with your mobile
phone now and watch Kari and the Taycan in a video.
experience.porsche.com/kitesurfing
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PORSCHE TR AVEL E XPERIENCE
NORWAY
DURATION

6 days

DATES

03.06. – 08.06.2022
11.06. – 16.06.2022

TOUR OPERATOR		 SPORTTOTAL EVENT GmbH
Trondheim
Britannia Hotel

NORWEGIAN SEA
Håholmen
Håholmen Havstuer Hotel

Kristiansund

Valsøyfjord

Atlantic Road
Molde
Trollstigen pass

Valldal
Juvet Landscape Hotel
Geirangerfjord
Lom
Valdresflye pass

Heggenes
Herangtunet Hotel

The Twist

Oslo
The Thief Hotel

Norway is synonymous with vast, impressive and
untouched natural landscapes. Explore one of
the most fascinating countries in the far north at
the wheel of the Porsche Taycan, from the mo
dern city of Oslo to a section of the picturesque
and winding Atlantic Road up to the coastal city
of Trondheim. Your visit to the land of fjords will
electrify you in every way.

HIGHLIGHTS
□	Panoramic drives in the mountains, along
fjords and on the famous Atlantic Road
□	Overnight stays in quality hotels in the midst
of breathtaking natural scenery
□	Culinary delights in exceptional restaurants
□	Recuperation Challenge, Consumption
Challenge and Charging Challenge in the
Taycan

Scan the code for detailed information about
the travel program.
experience.porsche.com/Norway
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The Alps.
Rediscovered.

Since the beginning of automotive tourism, the Alpine region has been one of the most popular and
diverse destinations. If you approach the Alps on the classic route from the north, you can reach the
initial foothills of the Alpine mountain range from Stuttgart, for example, in barely two hours. All over the
Austrian, German, Swiss, Italian or French Alps, you will find mountain passes, breathtaking landscapes
and classy Alpine cities inviting you to discover a region that offers exceptional driving opportunities and
cultural attractions. The Porsche Travel Experience offers a wide range of options for exploring the Alps
together with like-minded Porsche enthusiasts: Central Alps, Swiss Alps and Alpine Performance are just
a few of the programs. And even on the Porsche Travel Experience Southern France, the route covers a few
kilometers of the Maritime Alps.

Text

Berthold Dörrich

Photos Klaus Schwaiger
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We have already crossed some of the most
interesting Alpine passes in the first few
kilometers of our journey. The Stelvio Pass,
Grossglockner, Furka Pass, Grimsel Pass,
Bernina Pass or the spectacular mountain
roads of the Dolomites are part of the standard repertoire of the Porsche Alpine programs. As so often here, we are accompanied
by clouds and rather uninviting weather. But
with every kilometer, every mountain road
and every pass heading south, the other,
sunny side of the Alps opens up before us.
And with it come some exciting discoveries.

Whichever route you take in the fascinating Alps, the legendary mountain
passes, endless curves and sweeping turns of the Alpine region give ambitious Porsche drivers a special thrill. Until recently, it was associated with
more traditional forms of tourism, offering a chance to journey back to the
supposedly good old days of cowbells, yodeling and traditional dress. But
today, if you leave behind the fast-moving traffic of the Autobahn when
traveling from north to south and make time for a few detours, you will
quickly discover that a lot has changed here in the space of a few years.
On the slopes of our route, we see one modern building after another, creating an exciting blend with the traditional Alpine architecture. There are
young chefs promising unusual culinary experiences along with the familiar
Alpine cuisine. And on the south side of the Alps, whether you are in Austria,
Italy or Switzerland, young winegrowers are ready to surprise you with some
unexpected discoveries.
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“We’re a combination of butter and oil – butter represents our Alpine side, oil our Mediterranean
side. We try to draw the best out of both and create something unusual.”

We are sitting in the middle of the vineyard at the small Pranzegg winery, high above
the valley basin, at a rugged wooden table between old vines. Behind us are the mountains and impressive rock formations of the Dolomites, in front of us the wide valley
bottom and the lively Alpine city of Bolzano. We hold a glass of Vernatsch in our hand.
This is a grape that until not so long ago was mainly found on the shelves of cheap
supermarkets. Martin Gojer, who took charge of his family’s winery a few years ago,
uses it to make a wine that subverts your preconceptions. The grapes become wine in
several stages, undergoing spontaneous fermentation and being kept for a long period
on yeast. There is no fining or filtration and only minimal amounts of sulfur, but a great
deal of patience. Martin and his wife Marion are part of a new generation. Instead of
relying primarily on volume and the use of chemical pesticides as their parents did,
they are committed to quality. They give their grapes time to grow and thrive in nature.
They rely on old-fashioned ways to prune the vines and understand that they can leave
a lot to nature – if you give it the chance. In fact, this is the knowledge that had always
been there and then was long forgotten. It is not nostalgia – quite the opposite. Like
many young entrepreneurs from the Alpine region, Martin and his wife traveled to all
kinds of places around the world before deciding to take over the family estate and
switch to biodynamic agriculture. “You can’t just stay in your comfort zone. You should
always be looking toward new horizons,” says Marion. And Martin adds that only the
Internet has given companies like theirs the chance to forge their own path. The pair
now export their wines to 19 countries. They have to categorize them as “Landwein”
since they do not meet any of the established standards. And maybe that’s why they
are so special. Or is it down to the unique character of the people here? The mixture of
Alpine and Mediterranean. “We’re a combination of butter and oil – butter represents
our Alpine side, oil our Mediterranean side,” says Marion. “We try to draw the best out
of both and create something unusual.” It’s a recipe that is shaping the modern face of
the Alpine region in many different areas.
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“We have learned in urban centers what it means to plan architecture. We have been in Milan,
New York, London, Brussels, everywhere. But in the end, it’s the relationship with nature that has
shaped us.”

After some winding roads in the Porsche 911 and just a few kilometers from the Gojer
winery, we meet Stefan Rier and Lukas Rungger. Lukas studied in Graz and worked
in London, Brussels, New York and Milan before finding that cities like London are
too small for him and he can be more creative in his native Alpine region. It may not
be logical but it is certainly consistent. He met his current business partner in the
studio of the well-known designer Matteo Thun in Milan, a pioneer of sustainable
Alpine architecture. They set up their own architecture business NOA in Bolzano. They
now have a presence in Berlin and Milan too, constructing buildings all over Europe.
Nevertheless, their favorite properties are in the Alpine region that has shaped them
since childhood. In his home village of Seis am Schlern, Stefan realized his dream of
building an extraordinary house at the foot of the 2,500-meter Schlern mountain.
From the outside, it is conspicuous if unspectacular, but inside it is an exceptional
architectural masterpiece over several open-plan floors. Naturally, it comes with an
Alpine panorama, providing the architecture with an awesome backdrop. Not far away,
a hotelier commissioned them to extend the existing hotel with a suite wing. The result
was a collection of ingeniously nested cubes reminiscent of tree houses, which were
placed on stilts in an old park so that the surrounding nature was disturbed as little as
possible. The key elements that run through their designs are the choice of materials,
the reduction of the form right down to the essentials, and the conscious interaction
with the landscape in which the structure is built. And to a large extent, these designs
express their own oscillation between worlds, as Lukas puts it: The cities that still
fascinate them after their education and early career and the natural landscape of
their home, which has influenced them in a lasting way. The result is a contemporary
architectural philosophy that we see time and again on our tour. In many Alpine valleys,
it is almost as ever-present as the ringing of the cow bells.
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“This one’s mine. It’s not organic – it’s better than organic. When we get to
the top, you need to try my Tomahawk steak.”

“This one’s mine.” While driving up to the Gompm-Alm inn, Helli Gufler points to one of the cows at the
edge of the route – and he’s serious. “It’s not organic – it’s better than organic. When we get to the top,
you need to try my Tomahawk steak.” He has little time for eye-catching language and labels. Nor does
he have any intention of meeting traditional expectations. Thirty years ago, he decided to take over the
family’s mountain inn. It was a bold move. In the summer, a total of ten guests a day happened upon the
inn, which is rather remote. Today, it is almost impossible to get a table without a reservation. And hikers
still wait an hour before they get the chance to order one of the steaks prepared in the open kitchen.
Or even just a plate of cold cuts, which has nothing to do with what you would generally expect to find
at an inn of this type. Once a year, he invites top regional chefs to a special cooking event called “The
Unplugged Taste,” where the chefs cook on wood-burning stoves spread over the Alpine meadows. Local
wines are also served, as well as “Edelschwarz,” a gin that Helli has been tinkering with for a whole year.
It is based on the clear water of the mountain pasture, along with extracts of edelweiss, bilberry and 15
other Alpine botanicals. Nobody would expect a gin and tonic here on an Alpine pasture, especially not of
the type that Helli serves us during our visit. He also distilled a little of his personality into this gin, he tells
us, as well as the experiences and ideas he has brought back home from his travels all over the world: It
pays to keep your feet on the ground. Quality is everything. Keep hold of what is good and proven to work.
But only if you are ready to open up to new ideas, and to reinterpret old ones. Somehow, what he’s doing
here reminds him a little of a Porsche 911. In any case, the Timmelsjoch is only a few kilometers away.
How do you feel about motoring up a few winding roads?
Let’s go!
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PORSCHE TR AVEL E XPERIENCE
CENTR AL ALPS

PORSCHE TR AVEL E XPERIENCE
AUSTRIAN ALPS

DURATION
DATES


4 days
14. 07. - 17. 07. 2022
21. 07. - 24. 07. 2022

PORSCHE TR AVEL E XPERIENCE
SWISS ALPS

DURATION

5 days

DATES

04. 06. - 08. 06. 2022
10. 06. - 14. 06. 2022

DURATION

6 days

DATES

02. 08. - 07. 08. 2022
09. 08. - 14. 08. 2022

TOUR OPERATOR		 SPORTTOTAL EVENT GmbH

TOUR OPERATOR 		 SPORTTOTAL EVENT GmbH

TOUR OPERATOR 		 SPORTTOTAL EVENT GmbH

ROUTE

ROUTE

ROUTE

Munich
Ameron München Motorworld Hotel

Davos

Chedi Andermatt
Andermatt

Kempinski Hotel

Berchtesgaden

Guttannen

Suvretta House
St. Moritz

Pfronten

Lindau

Ammergau
Alps

Stuhlfelden
Ascona

Lake Constance

Plansee

Telfs
Interalpen-Hotel Tyrol

Hahntennjoch

Julier Pass

San Giulio
Villa Crespi

Gmünd in Kärnten

Merano

Wörthersee

Weissensee

Castel
Fragsburg

Falkensteiner
Schlosshotel

Velden

THE PEAK OF DRIVING PLEASURE

MOUNTAINS OF BENDS

CURVES, SWEEPING BENDS AND WINDING
ROADS

The Alps are much more than a mountain range.
Their legendary mountain passes will excite any
ambitious Porsche driver. Discover this unique
mountain region far away from the tourist routes.
Dine in the best restaurants and look forward to a
thrilling drive on the winding roads.

If you love mountains and winding roads, then
Austria’s mountain passes are the right place for
you. For fans of panoramas, there is almost nothing more appealing than exploring the beauty of
the mountains bend by bend at the wheel of a
Porsche. Enjoy regional cuisine, adrenaline-fueled
driving and Austrian hospitality.

This is driving, Swiss style: The imposing Swiss
Alps are not only a paradise for hikers and winter
sports enthusiasts, but also a driving heaven for
Porsche enthusiasts like you. Discover picturesque mountains with breathtaking views, take
on challenging mountain passes and enjoy a
taste of la dolce vita in excellent restaurants.

HIGHLIGHTS

HIGHLIGHTS

□	Demanding yet fun drives in four countries
□	Numerous challenging Alpine passes
□	Exclusive flair of the legendary Alpine cities of
St. Moritz and Merano
□	Driving makes up a high proportion of the trip,
with diverse experiences

Scan the code for detailed information
about the travel program.
experience.porsche.com/TravelCentral_Alps
PORSCHE EXPERIENCE |
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DURATION

6 days

DATES

21. 08. - 26. 08. 2022
28. 08. - 02. 09. 2022

DURATION

7 days

DATES

04. 08. - 10. 08. 2022
24. 08. - 30. 08. 2022

TOUR OPERATOR 		 SPORTTOTAL EVENT GmbH

TOUR OPERATOR 		 SPORTTOTAL EVENT GmbH

ROUTE

ROUTE

Megève
Four Seasons Hotel

Telfs

Mont Blanc

Val-d’Isère
Le Refuge de Solaise

Interalpen-Hotel Tyrol

Brenner Pass

Col de l’Iseran
Timmelsjoch

Jaufen Pass

Lake Maggiore

Zermatt

Grossglockner
High Alpine Road

Nockalm Road

St. Moritz
Suvretta House

PORSCHE TR AVEL E XPERIENCE
ALPINE PERFORMANCE

Merano

Timmelsjoch

Fuorn Pass

CURVES.
SWEEPING
BENDS.
WINDING
ROADS.

PORSCHE TR AVEL E XPERIENCE
FRENCH ALPS

□	Enjoy driving on many different passes and
Alpine roads
□	Drive over the world-famous Grossglockner
High Alpine Road
□	Breathtaking and diverse landscapes
□	First-class and authentic cuisine

Scan the code for detailed information
about the travel program.
experience.porsche.com/TravelAustrianAlps

HIGHLIGHTS
□	Challenging drives over 13 mountain passes
□	A very high proportion of driving on
demanding routes
□	Spectacular Alpine panorama
□	Overnight accommodation in selected luxury
hotels such as the Villa Crespi or Chedi
Andermatt

Scan the code for detailed information
about the travel program.
experience.porsche.com/TravelSwissAlps

Castel Fragsburg

Almost no other region in the world gives
you so many ways to discover and rediscover
landscapes, people, roads and cuisine as the
Alps, with its cultural attractions and driving possibilities. The programs and routes
of the Porsche Travel Experience reflect this
diversity. From the Austrian Alps to the east
and the Dolomites in the south, to the German
Alps, the world-famous mountain massifs of
Switzerland and the Mediterranean foothills
of the Maritime Alps, the five Porsche Travel
Experience programs deliver all kinds of excitement in the Alps. And they will inspire you time
and time again.

HIGHLIGHTS
□	High level of driving skill required
□	World-famous mountain passes and roads
□ First-class hotels
□	The best natural landscapes and cuisine
□	Breathtaking mountain scenery and
local flair

Stelvio Pass

Gardena Pass

Gampen Pass
Mendel
Pass

Saint-Véran
Hotel & Spa L’Alta Peyra

Pordoi Pass

Ponte di Legno

Les Orres
Hôtel Alpin D’Hôme

Lac de Serre-Ponçon

Karerpass

Cortina
d’Ampezzo

Col de la Bonette

Trient

Col de Turini

Vence
Château Saint-Martin & Spa

Nice

UNBEATABLE HIGH-ALPINE DRIVING, NATURE
AND CUISINE

A DRIVING CHALLENGE AS BIG AS THE ALPS

The French Alps bring you close to heaven on
Earth. Enjoy intense driving experiences on
spectacular Alpine passes, including four of the
five highest. Stay overnight in Saint-Véran, the
highest village in Europe. Enjoy the fabulous cuisine, breathtaking natural surroundings, charming
Alpine villages, exquisite hotels and the indescribable performance of a Porsche.

As an ambitious driver, you need a challenge:
endless combinations of bends, exciting
mountain passes at an altitude of over 2,500
meters and countless braking, turning and
acceleration points. Do you want to take on
the narrow Alpine roads? Can you handle the
performance of a Porsche? Then climb in – your
Porsche 911 Turbo S is waiting for you.

HIGHLIGHTS

HIGHLIGHTS

□	Drive over four of the five highest Alpine
passes on the highest road in Europe
□	Take a helicopter flight over Mont Blanc, the
highest mountain in Europe
□	Stay overnight in the Alpine “Luxus-Iglu”
□	High-intensity driving on many Alpine passes
□	Breathtaking mountain scenery and the flair
of French Alpine villages

Scan the code for detailed information
about the travel program.
experience.porsche.com/TravelFrenchAlps
036 — 037

□	Fly in a helicopter over the Dolomites
□	Sixteen mountain passes in five days
□	Drive over the world-famous Stelvio Pass and
Timmelsjoch
□	Exclusive offer with a Porsche 911 Turbo S

Scan the code for detailed information
about the travel program: experience.
porsche.com/TravelAlpinePerformance
For information about consumption and CO₂ emissions, refer to page 151.
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Nomads
in
a Sea of Vines

The way ahead of you is only ever as clear as your mind. That’s why I’m driving through the vast
panorama of Rheinhessen, through deep valleys, steep slopes and villages. It’s a road trip
adventure, an escape from daily life that takes me along winding roads and past endless vines –
toward a visionary sparkling wine that you will find nowhere else in Germany. Take a turn into
the unknown: the rebirth of the classic road trip, made possible by a Porsche, a roof tent and the
will to leave your own comfort zone.

Text

Björn Springorum

Photos Klaus Schwaiger
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Wow. For a brief moment, I am breathless. I should have known how impressive a
sunrise like this can be. I guess I’d just forgotten. I marvel at it, we all do, forgetting the
coffee cups in our hands, even momentarily forgetting the night in the roof tent in the
middle of the open countryside. The giant orb makes its way across the horizon in the
fresh morning air, bright red and flickering like in a movie. The car absorbs the sunlight,
projecting a thousand reflections of the surrounding vineyards.

“Every adventure begins with a single step.
What matters is to step out of your comfort
zone.”

This day of the Porsche Travel Experience really couldn’t get any more stunning. Then I
climb into the Porsche, nestle into the seat, turn on the engine and realize that actually
it could. Goodbye everyday life, hello world. So long to the daily grind, hello to uncharted
territory. We’re finally driving again, we are one with the road. Outside the car, the vines
are rushing past, my gaze wanders to the Palatinate, and my mind is finally free again.
Only by breaking new ground do we develop new ideas and new perspectives. Every
adventure starts with a single step, no matter how big. What matters is to step out of
your comfort zone.
We are taking a road trip through an ancient piece of cultural heritage that is being
given a new brilliance by some special people: Sekthaus Raumland, for example, is
a catalyst for the new German sparkling wine boom. It is now led by young sisters
Marie-Luise and Katharina, whose world-class sparkling wines combine tradition with
a desire to embrace the future. It is a company focused exclusively on sparkling wine –
the courageous vision of Volker and Heide-Rose Raumland has caused a stir all over the
world. They broke new ground, and forged a path where there was no path before. “It’s in
our blood,” says Marie-Luise Raumland with a smile. Just like their parents before them,
she and her sister have big plans for the Sekthaus, and are working diligently to make
them a reality.
Somehow, driving here almost feels like sailing – sailing on this unimaginably vast sea of
vines. That’s just how it is in Rheinhessen and the Palatinate – the heartland of German
sparkling wine and wine culture. Connoisseurs know where to turn off. This is where top
international producers can be found side by side, where pleasure and lifestyle are cultivated – like at the Leopold restaurant at the von Winning winery, which offers a brilliant
crossover of Asian and local influences accompanied by top-quality wines from its own
vineyards. Or at lunch at the Jülg winery, another top producer.
Like silent witnesses to an ancient time, the trulli – traditional dry stone huts – watch
over the Rheinhessen landscape. They offer protection from the wind and rain and were
brought to the region centuries ago by seasonal workers from Italy. They are perfect for
this corner of the world, where past and present coexist, enriching and learning from one
PORSCHE EXPERIENCE |
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another. You can feel this strongly during a wine tasting session
or a wonderfully simple walking wine tour and picnic in the open
countryside. Naturally, we leave our Porsche cars behind just this
once and enjoy the convenient shuttle service. After all, we want
to experience and taste what makes this wine region so special.
There is a lot that we want to do on this trip. Getting behind the
wheel awakens the pioneering spirit again. And the hunger for
adventure. This is how freedom feels, this is how it smells and
tastes. It is a special moment, detached from life, a union of machine and nature. A glance at the enthusiastic faces of my fellow
drivers tells me I’m not the only one thinking this.
We feel wanderlust, the joy of driving, a desire for freedom: We fly
over loam and shell limestone, which provide ideal conditions for
the wine and are a remnant of the original course of the Rhine,
the powerful river that once shaped this landscape. Fellow drivers
have long since become friends, forming a group that creates
moments together. This is not a conventional drive from one
hotel to another, but a chance to gain a new perspective. The
familiar road may be the simple one. But the road less traveled
has always had more to offer. In the evening, we have dinner with
Marie-Luise Raumland and star chef Philipp Stein in the villa of
the Sekthaus, served by Stein and his team. Then we set up the
roof tent in a few simple steps in the middle of the vineyards.

“The sun’s work is nearly over. After hours of fun behind the wheel, an intense experience slowly
rounds off with an epic barbecue on the Raumland family terrace – with award-winning sparkling
wine in our glasses, fine dishes on our plates and a priceless view of the sea of vines.”

We enjoy a drink with friends while the sun ignites the sky. The ladder is folded down
and I climb into the tent on the roof of the car, above me a starry night. Far away from
everyday life, from stress, from all the deadlines. I am here, with myself, in nature. It is a
pure adventure that even envelopes my dreams.
There is no alarm clock to wake me from my sleep. Only the sunrise. It is the great
constant and yet a natural spectacle like no other. Then it’s time for a coffee by the car
before the journey continues through the sea of vines. We are no longer just drivers – we
have become researchers driven by nothing but the pure yearning for discovery.
We drive further and further on panoramic roads, where the vines grow up to the road’s
edge and the slopes fall deep. Following a winding road downhill, we continue on the
straight and our destination is close. From a distance, we can already see the imposing
Villa Raumland, illuminated by the sun as if it had been ordered for precisely this moment.
From the terrace, there is a priceless view of the vineyards in the light of the setting
sun. The garden is home to a fig tree, rosemary bushes and walnut trees. It is a piece of
Tuscany in the middle of Germany. Marie-Luise Raumland brings some sparkling treasures
up from the cellar. One sparkling wine is named after her, another after her sister. “I studied
business administration, but I founded a wine club while I was still studying,” she says
with a laugh: “In some way, I probably always knew that life would eventually take me back
here.” Her father, the pioneer, who was given the nickname “Pearl King,” is delighted of
course: his life’s work, safe in the hands of his daughters, a sparkling wine producer led into
the future by two women who are simply bubbling with ideas.
The sun’s work is nearly over. With these last rays, an intense experience slowly rounds
off with an epic barbecue on the Raumland family terrace. Gradually we move back to
our roof tents, now our home away from home. My mind is still behind the wheel, full of
the impressions of a picture book road trip. Whatever the next day brings, I’m ready. The
next adventure, I know now, may be waiting for me around the next bend.
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PORSCHE TR AVEL E XPERIENCE
RHEINHESSEN
DURATION
DATES

3 days
Check the website for the latest
information

TOUR OPERATOR

SPORTTOTAL EVENT GmbH

If you want to experience something special, you
need to step out of your comfort zone from time
to time. And spend a few nights in a roof tent.
Then you can experience the sunrise between
vines and vineyards, for example. Your feet feel
the dew in the moist grass, steam rises from your
first cup of coffee by the car, and your thoughts
drift to the experiences of the previous day. But
to turn this Travel Experience Rheinhessen, this
journey with a roof tent, into a true Porsche Travel
Experience, we have thought of everything. This
includes visits to some of the best winegrowers
in the home of German winegrowing, as well as
culinary delights in selected restaurants. During
the day, there is plenty of driving. On small
roads, we explore Rheinhessen and the northern
Palatinate. It is a truly special experience, offered
for the first time in 2022.

HIGHLIGHTS
□	Stay in comfortable roof tents
□	Visit selected wineries
□	Enjoy scenic country roads
□ Gourmet dinner with meet and greet
□	Gourmet barbecue

Scan the code for detailed information
about the travel program.
experience.porsche.com/TravelRheinhessen
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048 	-30º/+30º – FILMING
IN FINLAND AND ABU
DHABI
	

 he Porsche Taycan Cross Turismo
T
is set to become a film star on ice
and sand, so we took a look behind
the scenes on set.

0 4 6 — 0 47

For information about consumption and CO₂ emissions, refer to page 151.

-30°

C atch my drift .

I ce E xperience

Anything but
Normal

Text

Berthold Dörrich

Photos Jere Satamo

Under normal circumstances, the Porsche Ice Experience Driving Area in Levi is fully
booked from December to April. Every week, up to 100 Porsche enthusiasts arrive
from all over the world to draw circles in a controlled drift. Normally there is no chance
of blocking off the extensive facility for a few days to shoot a film. But what was normal
about winter 2021?
PORSCHE EXPERIENCE |
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Is it real? Surely these shots
are made by a 3D computer.

The idea behind this story originates in a place far away from Finland – a
place that seems surprising at first. The desert. But perhaps that is the
only place the idea could have originated: from a city where much of its
reputation is based on the inhabitants’ ability to imagine things that were
previously thought impossible. And then, just when everyone believes that
the idea will never work, it defies all reason and becomes reality. Like
building a modern city in the middle of the desert. Or the tallest building
in the world. Or making an advertising film with visual effects that have
never existed before. It is October 2020. The Porsche offices are working
hard on preparations for the market launch of the Taycan Cross Turismo.
This vehicle has been designed to demonstrate that Porsche’s first fully
electric model was not a one-off success; that this concept of sustainable, sporty mobility is a suitable springboard for other exciting models
and model variants; that it would be a success story with several sequels.
The marketing team at Porsche Middle East and Africa FZE in Dubai is

PORSCHE EXPERIENCE |
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No – they are real. And truly
incredible.

also developing an idea for a launch film. Like any other project in Dubai,
the Porsche marketing team is thinking big. Perhaps too big for reality?
The world is still reeling from the effects of the coronavirus pandemic so many things that would normally be difficult have quickly become
impossible. An exceptional idea is required for an exceptional car. As is
the case with many big ideas, they are not only the product of several
minds, but they often die many small deaths. An idea emerges from the
offices in Dubai but there seems to be countless reasons why it would
be impossible to implement in these uncertain times. And yet the only
reason that this idea is possible at all is because the global coronavirus
pandemic has practically paralyzed public life and international travel.
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Levi, Finland. March 2021.

Impossible? Incredible!

All is quiet at the Porsche Driving Area Levi. Unusually
quiet. At this time, up to 100 Porsche enthusiasts from
all over the world would normally be driving around the
various handling circuits and tracks covering the extensive terrain. This facility is located 170 kilometers north
of the Arctic Circle. This is where instructors teach the
art of careful drifting – at temperatures that often reach
-30°. Day in, day out. “Sleep. Drift. Repeat” is the motto
up here. Week after week, the groups vacate their seats in
the cockpit with just enough time for the ice preparation
team to renew the ice tracks before the newcomers head
out for the first time. There would be no opportunity to
block off the site for a few days to shoot a film. In normal years. But what is normal in 2021? Nothing is normal
in Levi, anyway. All Porsche Ice Experience events had to
be canceled. The vast terrain is deserted. Instead of the
usual 35 hectares, the team has prepared just a couple
of tracks. Because you never know... The challenging handling course on the northern terrain is one of the tracks to
have been prepared. It is around one kilometer long with
nine bends. It goes through a section of forest and some
open country. And there’s ice. Bare ice.

At an initial meeting in California, Nick Schrunk and Johnny FPV thought that this course
would be ideal. This was a few weeks after the idea for the advertising film from the
Porsche Middle East and Africa FZE offices had started making its way through various
administrative hoops. Behind it all was one big question: Can we make it work exactly as
we imagined it here in Dubai? Of course it will work, say the pair. If we can get exclusive
use of the track in Finland for several days. If we can bring our production team of almost
50 specialists on site. If the logistics are in order. If we have two Taycan CUVs on site.
And a driver who can control each of the cars with precision. Not when driving slowly, but
when drifting, of course. Always following precisely the right line around each of the nine
bends. As a director, Nick is used to the fact that his team will take what he says and implement it with precision. This is why the advertising films he has created in recent years
have already acquired a legendary status by the time they have been released. Whether
he is getting a helicopter to do backflips over New York, driving Formula 1 cars through
the USA on public roads or filming people in wingsuits flying over Los Angeles like human
missiles, the click rates on his YouTube videos are huge. In fact, they might only be topped
by someone else who is just as crazy. Johnny FPV is a few years younger than Nick. But
these two are brothers in spirit. Until this project came along, they had never met. And
that is despite the fact they live in California only a few kilometers apart – as they have
now discovered thanks to Porsche. Johnny is a nerd in the best possible way. Eight years
ago, when he was only in his mid-twenties, he began to cultivate an art form that had
only just begun to emerge: FPV drone flying. If you have ever controlled a drone yourself,
you will know that it takes a little practice to keep it on track. Normal drones are roughly
equivalent to a reliable, everyday car, whereas FPV drones are like the Formula 1 cars of
the drone world. There’s no safety net. These drones demand flying skills that amateur
drone pilots can barely dream of. And they deliver footage that people cannot believe is
real. Surely these shots are 3D computer graphics? No – they are real. And truly incredible.
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So what about flying the
drone into the interior of the
drifting Taycan Cross Turismo
through an open side window
and then flying out the other
side?
That is the plan.
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Drone and Taycan Cross Turismo in Perfect Harmony
Instead of dozens of Porsche vehicles completing laps on
tires with spikes, guided by instructors passing on their
commands to the cockpits via walkie-talkies, a lone Taycan
CUV makes its way around the track. Jukka Honkavuori
is driving. In normal years, he is the top supervisor for the
Porsche instructor team here in Levi. He is probably the best
of them on snow and ice. In any case, he is someone who
can take commands and implement them with precision. But
in 2021, nothing is normal up here. This year, he is sitting
at the wheel and taking commands from Nick and Johnny.
Johnny FPV has brought along 13 drones from California, all
developed and built by himself. Each one can be fitted with
a camera good enough to make a feature-length Hollywood
film. Despite the weight of the camera, the drones are so fast
and mobile that they respond instantly to Johnny’s steering
commands. Meanwhile, Johnny sees the world only through
his FPV goggles. Piloting the drones takes his full concentration. The team around him is silent. Today’s schedule includes probably the most difficult scene in the film. Nobody
in the world has ever done anything like this. Has anyone
dreamed of doing it? Maybe. But actually flying this maneuver, with a drone and a car that is not only driving, but going
through the bend in a full drift? That is genuinely unthinkable.
It seemed inconceivable even when the original idea was developed in Dubai, the city where people think the impossible
and love to make it a reality. So what about flying the drone
into the interior of the drifting Taycan Cross Turismo through
an open side window and then flying out the other side? That
is the plan. Johnny has tried it ten times now, at least. So far,
he has been able to get the drone to fly into the interior with
some degree of certainty. The only thing he has not managed
to do, is get it to fly out. “Repeat. Repeat. Repeat!” This is
the mantra on the drift tracks of the Porsche Ice Experience.
“Sleep. Drift. Repeat” is illuminated in neon letters on the
track at the Porsche Ice Experience in normal years, making
it clear to the participants that practice is the key. Especially
when it comes to drifting. This year, Nick and Johnny’s motto
is: Sleep. Drift. Shoot. Repeat. The drone barely fits through
the open rear side windows of the Taycan Cross Turismo, so
when it simply does not want to fly out the other side of the
car after more than 20 attempts, Johnny decides to try again
the next morning with a fresh head. There are plenty of other
scenes still to film.
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PORSCHE ICE E XPERIENCE
DURATION

5 days (3 driving days)

DATES

Check the website for the latest
information

TOUR OPERATOR SPORTTOTAL EVENT GmbH
PORSCHE DRIVING AREA LEVI IN FINLAND

Shot by Shot to the (Half-)Finished Film
There is a hot-air balloon in the script. And a pack
of barking huskies pulling a dog sled through the
white landscape next to the drifting Taycan CUV,
and moving at precisely the same speed. For a bit
of variety, there is a Finnish ice fisherman sitting
stoically by his hole in the ice as Johnny makes his
drone whirl through the scene for the umpteenth
time just a few centimeters away from him. At
-30°, the drone is engulfed time and time again
by snowstorms, giving the team a break and giving Johnny time to do some repairs. The most important piece of equipment on the set is a mobile
table, which resembles a surgeon’s table. Screwdrivers, various spare parts, cables, connectors
and electronic circuit boards are all laid out ready
to get the damaged drones back in the air. And
prepare them for the big shot – the flight through
the Taycan Cross Turismo.

The next morning, Johnny is ready. Some of the team
members are not even on set yet, but he nails it on
his first attempt and the legendary shot is in the can.
To the surprise of many. Even Johnny admits that he
did not think he would be able to do it first time today. In fact, he was so surprised that the drone had
barely flown out of the Taycan CUV when he rather
abruptly steered it straight into a bank of snow.
It’s a Wrap!
But who cares about that now? After five days of
production, it’s a wrap! Everything that was planned
is now in the can – and much more besides. A total
of 54 hours of footage were produced over the five
days. And this is only half the film – because they are
busy making an exact replica of the drift track in Levi
in the desert of Abu Dhabi. It is one kilometer long,
with nine bends and a few dunes to mimic the forest.
And as for space, well, they have more than enough
of it in the desert of Abu Dhabi to make the second
part of this idea a reality. It is an idea that never would
have been realized in normal circumstances.

Exclusive sports cars in a landscape like no other.
This is driving in the wild. This is what the P
 orsche
Ice Experience in Levi, Finland, is all about. It is not
just the temperatures that are extreme, but the
driving experience that awaits participants. The
feeling of controlling a Porsche even in difficult situations is indescribable – you need to experience
it for yourself. It is no wonder that the prospect of
unforgettable days spent driving sports cars on ice
slopes as smooth as glass may give some people
a few butterflies. With the support of our qualified
instructors, you will not only improve your driving
skills under extreme but controlled conditions, but
also experience the thrill of driving. The training
involves learning basic principles as well as taking
part in an intense driving experience on the perfectly prepared sections and handling tracks.
A MULTI-DAY EXPERIENCE FOR
ENTHUSIASTS

HIGHLIGHTS
□	Four training levels: Ice Experience, Ice
Force, Ice Force Pro, Ice Cup
□	Contents depending on training level: basics
of vehicle control on snow and ice, perfecting
driving style on long handling tracks, mastering extreme driving situations, maneuvering
race cars on ice tracks
□	Porsche models provided (depending on the
program selected) on 1.5–4 mm studded
tires: Porsche 911 Carrera S, Porsche 911
Carrera 4S, Porsche 718 Cayman GT4,
Porsche 911 Turbo S, Porsche 911 GT3,
Porsche GT3 Cup, Porsche Panamera Turbo
S and Porsche Taycan Turbo S
□	Experienced instructors and small groups –
depending on the program, up to 1:1 supervision at times

Scan the code for detailed information
about the program.
experience.porsche.com/Ice-Experience
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+30°
C atch my drift .

I ce E xperience

A Change Of Scene:
Abu Dhabi

Text

Berthold Dörrich

Photos Porsche

It’s 30 degrees. Probably more. In the past few days, the Taycan Cross Turismo has
been kicking up a whole lot of dust as it plows through the sand on a temporary track
between the dunes. The clouds of dust have settled now, although some of it is still
etched into Nick and Johnny’s faces. The bandanas they have been wearing for protection have been no match for the fine desert sand, but their sand-stained faces make
their eyes seem even brighter. “It’s a wrap!” The clapperboard has made its final appearance – even here. All the shots and scenes are in the can. It’s time to discuss the
intricacies of the production process with Nick and Johnny.
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C atch my drift .

I ce E xperience

STORIES: Watching you both during the produc
tion process, it seemed like everything had been
meticulously prepared and planned. Was that
really the case?
NICK: I mean, it would be totally crazy to go into
a shoot like this without any detailed planning
such as thinking about the structure and similar
points. But when you’re on the other side of the
world, you can’t plan everything in advance and,
to be honest, planning every last detail doesn’t get
the best results. A bit of experimentation always
ends up being an important part of finding the
perfect flow for a film. Nothing is ever completely
perfect during a shoot. One of the things that
makes projects like this so exciting is the fact that
some of the things on location will be completely
different than what you imagined. How we deal
with that in the moment is all part of the fun. The
whole thing develops organically in some ways.

But the closer we end up to our original script,
the better.
STORIES: Were you both immediately inspired
by the project when you first heard the idea?
JOHNNY: Absolutely! Drifting has always been
one of the most popular subjects for FPV filmmakers and for me personally, but being able
to shoot the spray of ice and sand and combine
shots of the ice track and the sand track seemed
like a really special opportunity. I think it’s going
to be a really unique film once we’ve finished.
STORIES: So do you think this will be a real
“signature film” for you both – one that will
take pride of place in your showreels?
JOHNNY: Yes, definitely! This has been a very
special experience for me. We’ve captured drifts
at a much more controlled level than what I’ve
seen before. And in a Porsche too; that was
pretty incredible!
STORIES: Was it especially challenging to go
from the ice track in Finland directly to the
desert of Abu Dhabi?

track in the desert of Abu Dhabi but everything
still felt different. We had to make sure that the
position of the sun was always the same for the
different scenes. And instead of ice and snow we
were obviously dealing with sand dunes. As you
can imagine, the car responds very differently on
sand compared to ice. Jukka had to initiate the
drifts in a different way. It’s generally a lot harder to
get the Taycan Cross Turismo to drift on sand than
on ice. It took us a while to fully get to grips with
the change. But at the end of the day, we had to
accept the new reality and make the most of it.

STORIES: Now that you’ve filmed everything, how
long do you think it will take to finish the project?
JOHNNY: It’s hard to say really – I imagine we
will definitely need four weeks to do a good cut.
We’ve got an incredible amount of material!
NICK: It just feels good to be finished filming
for now. It’s actually a bit surreal after spending
so much time together. We spent several days
preparing and then filming with the team – it
feels like our first day of filming together was
months ago! This is often the case at the end
of a shoot: It feels like we’ve spent an entire
lifetime together.

STORIES: So next up is the editing process, right?
JOHNNY: Yes, Nick and I will work together very
closely on the final cut with our editor Jake. We’ll
probably involve some other people in the process
as well to get the best result. We also need to
remember that the sound ultimately contributes
a lot to the overall experience of the film. Jake
started roughly assembling the key scenes while
we were still shooting. But yes, we’ve got another
big block of work ahead of us!

NICK: By the end of the first session in Finland, I
really felt that I knew the track like the back of my
hand – every curve, every straight, every steering
combination. We reproduced the exact same

But at the end of the
day, we had to accept
the new reality and
make the most of it.
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This is often the
case at the end of
a shoot: It feels like
we’ve spent an entire
lifetime together.

Scan the code with your smartphone now
and discover the complete Taycan video.
experience.porsche.com/Drive2Extreme
For information about consumption and CO₂ emissions, refer to page 151.
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ALTAI – ABOVE THE SKY
 journey through the Golden MounA
tains of Siberia with Porsche Travel
Experience Russia. This fascinating
journey shows that the flora and fauna
of the Altai mountain range offer just
as much diversity as Russia itself.

068 	

FAMILY TIES

092 	A WORLD OF
EXPERIENCE
Porsche moves, inspires and excites:
Fans around the world share their
favorite moments with Porsche Experience on Instagram and other social
media channels.

094

 ruce and Sydney share a cockpit on
B
the track. The father and daughter
team win together and lose together.

078

	
N ELA’S

DREAM
PORSCHE

 day on the track just for women. For
A
native Croatian Nela, it was a special
experience that ended with a love of
Mamba Green.

084

IN THE DRIVER’S SEAT
To mark International Women’s day,
the Porsche Experience Centers in
Atlanta and Los Angeles hosted a very
special event by women for women.
After all, both centers are run exclusively by women.

086

 HE LORD OF THE
T
RINGS
 nyone who likes motorsport loves
A
Hermann Tilke. We chat to the
mastermind behind the world’s best
race tracks.
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S USTAINABLE

102 	
G OOD DESIGN IS
HONEST

 fun drive and a rush of adrenaline
A
without the guilt. Thanks to eFuels
and other initiatives to reduce CO2
emissions, Porsche Experience events
are becoming more and more sustainable – and even better.

	Technical excellence and a clear design: This is what products by Studio
F. A. Porsche and Porsche Design are
all about. What is the philosophy behind these design studios? And what
do a refrigerator and an e-bike have in
common?

SPORTINESS

 USHING LIMITS –
P
VIRTUALLY

104


Want
to race from home in front
of the TV? Sim racing makes this
possible. Porsche Experience now
brings the race track straight to your
sofa with its Virtual Track Experience.
Let’s race!

100 	HELMET WHISPERS
 driver’s helmet is the ideal canvas
A
for revealing a bit of personality:
“Show me your helmet and I’ll tell you
who you are!”

	
T HE

TAYCAN CROSS
TURISMO


100
per cent electric, 100 per cent
dynamic and 100 per cent ready for
adventure. The Taycan Cross Turismo
is the first fully electric cross utility
vehicle from Porsche. And it is a real
game changer.

106

»

OLD WAYS
D O N´T O P E N
NEW
D O O R S.

 LASH OF THE
C
GENERATIONS
 hat happens when an original model
W
and its most recent descendant meet
on a former mountain race track? A
day in the 911 Carrera RS 2.7 and the
current 911 GT3.
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ALTAI –
ABOVE THE SKY
The flora and fauna of the Altai mountain range offer just as much as diversity as
Russia itself. One of the most fascinating trips organized by Porsche Travel Experience Russia takes you to precisely this region, on a journey through endless boreal
forests, across scorched desert that resembles a Martian landscape, around deep,
crystal-clear lakes, and through mountains whose peaks are shrouded in clouds.
The deserted roads disappear over the horizon, just waiting to be driven.

Text

Elisa Weber

Photos Porsche, Shutterstock

In this place, the unique charm of Siberia is everywhere you look.
Rivers wind their way through the picturesque landscape, the water
carving its own path through the valleys and mountain ranges.
Exploring these fascinating routes in a Porsche is a real adventure.
PORSCHE EXPERIENCE |
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Russia – the land of contradictions. Grand cities are interspersed with villages from the
pages of a history book, wild landscapes, and breath-taking views shaped by the elements. Experience the untamed wilderness, discover the meaning of freedom, escape
the relentlessness of your day-to-day life and set off on a new adventure at last. If this
is what you are hoping for, the Altai Mountains is the ideal place – of that you can be
certain!
Our Porsche Experience gets underway in Gorno-Altaysk, the capital city of the Altai
Republic. The transfer to the hotel in the village of Artybash is the first highlight on the
agenda, involving a boat ride over the beautiful Lake Teletskoye. The sun shines down
from behind the mountains, catching the lake at different angles and turning the water
every imaginable color. At the hotel, we are greeted with a warm welcome and the
first of many culinary marvels. The luxurious ambience of the hotel creates a magical
contrast with its natural surroundings.
But the next morning is when the real adventure starts. Our exploration of the Altai Republic begins at Cape Kirsay and takes us on winding rural roads, exhilarating stretches
of highway and challenging terrain crisscrossed by countless rivers and mountains.
This allows our Cayenne to really demonstrate the full extent of its capabilities on a
range of different terrains, including off the beaten track: on sand, over rocks or on the
asphalt – there is the opportunity to try a bit of everything here.

Altai Resort

Altai Village

H I G

H

W

A Y

Artybash

C H U
Y A

A J O U R N E Y T H R O U G H T H E G O L D E N M O U N TA I N S O F
S I B E R I A W I T H P O R S C H E T R AV E L E X P E R I E N C E R U S S I A

Gorno-Altaisk

Cap Kyrsai

Few other landscapes are so varied. We pass
Akkurum
The Mushroom
mountains of every shape and color imaginable,
Stones
Pass
Tour highlights: Drive a Porsche along the Chuysky
waterfalls that have carved out their own path,
Katu-Yaryk
Ongudai
Tract
–
one
of
the
most
scenic
roads
in
the
world
according
endless boreal forests, and grasslands that are
Ulagan
to National Geographic. Discover the fascinating flora and fauna
home to sheep, horses and cows. The landscape
of the Altai Mountains and learn about the unique culture of the
Camp
of the Kuray grasslands is such that we imagine
local people. Wonder at the peace and stillness of the Altai Republic’s
“Kochevnik”
lakes and mountains.
we are driving on Mars. The weather and temAktash
perature fluctuations here are so dramatic that
we encounter winter snow and icy temperatures
high up in the mountains only to be met by the
heat of summer on the descent. The residents
of the Altai Republic joke that they sometimes
experience all four seasons in one day.
A particular highlight of this experience is the opportunity to admire the stunning Chuya river and
the mushroom stones of Akkurum. Like the Chuysky Tract, National Geographic has named this
one of the most beautiful roads in the world. The old part of the tract, the Chike-Taman Pass, is
the most challenging section – and the Katu-Yaryk Pass, at a height of 1,188 meters, is the most
impressive. The occasional eagle or hawk flies high overhead and as long as the clouds don’t gather, the view is unique and seems to go on forever. When we arrive at the hotel in the evenings, we
meet people from the ethnic groups that inhabit this region and discover more about their history,
listen to traditional music and immerse ourselves in their fascinating culture.
It’s hard to leave after so many wonderful experiences, but the plane window offers us one last
glimpse of the picturesque landscape as the Golden Mountains in all their glory disappear from our
view. До свидания! Goodbye!
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Family Ties
Text

Christina Rahmes

Photos Valkyr Productions LCC

The Porsche Track Experience USA has brought father and daughter even
closer together. This is where it all began. Today, Sydney and Bruce share the
cockpit on the race track. They win together and lose together.
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Daytona International Speedway in Florida. This is where
they competed in their first race together and where they
are meeting today. A family reunion at the race track.
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“Without motorsport, we wouldn’t be so close today. We get on
really well; whenever I see Sydney drive, I’m proud of her.”

“Without motorsport, we wouldn’t be so close today. “We get on
really well; whenever I see Sydney drive, I’m proud of her,” says
Bruce about his 22-year-old daughter. He understands what’s
going on in her mind when she’s racing. The focus, the pressure,
the strategy – what it’s like to read the other drivers. “No feeling
compares to that of driving a Porsche. You’re more connected to
the vehicle and the road than in any other car,” he adds. The two
drivers share a 718 Cayman GT4 Clubsport. The property developer and the investment banker.

“When I was ten years old, I saw a Porsche 356. Since then,
I have been fully focused on the brand.”

PORSCHE EXPERIENCE |
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Bruce’s home track is the Barber Motorsports Park in Birmingham,
Alabama, which hosts the Porsche Track Experience USA. It was
there that he caught the motorsport bug almost ten years ago,
before passing it on to Sydney a short time later. “The Track Experience was so impressive, I was allowed to ride with an instructor
and see what was possible,” Bruce recalls. “I couldn’t believe how
perfectly he drove. So I asked him: ‘How do I get to be just as good
as you are now? Is there a manual on how to become a racing driver?’ And he said: ‘Just come back.’” Bruce came back and brought
his then 14-year-old daughter with him. “One of the instructors
offered to let me ride with him in a GT3,” Sydney says, and Bruce
interrupts her with a loud laugh: “That was Hurley Haywood! My
motorsport hero, three-time winner of the 24 Hours of Le Mans,
one of the most successful racing drivers of all time. I just thought
to myself, kid, you have no idea who you’re being allowed to sit
next to!”

The teenager also enjoyed the track walk. “I still remember a downhill curve, where
I was thinking of the centrifugal and friction forces from my physics classes. I was
finally able to put into practice what I had learned.” At the end of the two-day event,
Sydney had made up her mind: “That’s exactly what I want to go on to do.” The
Porsche moment in her life.
Bruce likes to think back to the moment he saw a Porsche for the first time ever:
“When I was ten years old, I saw a Porsche 356. Since then, I have been fully focused on the brand.” Four years later, he sent a postcard to the local Porsche dealer
and asked for information on current models. Because he was scared they would not
take his interest seriously, the teenager signed it Dr. Bruce. “A short time later, my
mother brought in the mail and said: ‘I didn’t know we had a doctor in the family.’”
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At first, Bruce says, he was just proud that Sydney had an interest in motor
sports. “Then I was proud to watch her race and see her prevail against men
on the track.”
Just as unforgettable was Bruce’s first time
participating in the Porsche Track Experience at
the Barber Motorsports Park, not far from his
home. A birthday present from his wife. “I thought
they would just sit you in the car and let you
drive around a bit. Instead, I met an incredibly
professional team of instructors and data
engineers there. I learned car control in theory
and in practice, cornering, the ideal line, correct
braking, acceleration and steering, absolutely
everything,” the 55-year-old says. He has been
through all the levels of the Track Experience,
acquired his racing license, infected Sydney with
his enthusiasm and he now competes in races.
“The Track Experience was my way into motorsport,” says Bruce.

In just a few hours, a 14-hour race is due to start in which Sydney and Bruce will compete together
with two good friends. After taking first place as a team in the Porsche Trophy East series in 2018, they
took part in their first four-hour race in January 2019 on the weekend of the 24 Hours of Daytona. “As
far as we know, we were the only father-daughter team ever to have participated there at that level,”
says Sydney about this little bit of history she made with her father. “Our first race here was indescribable; I called my wife and said: ‘This feels like the Super Bowl. The Super Bowl of racing.’ The energy
was unique; I was so proud that we were allowed to participate.” That was their first race together in
the IMSA series. Today, they dream of one day taking to the track for the 24 Hours of Daytona. “That
would be like getting to the summit of the mountain for me, because the atmosphere at that event is
incredible,” says Sydney with enthusiasm.

“Our first race here was indescribable; I called my wife and said:
‘This feels like the Super Bowl. The Super Bowl of racing.’ The energy
was unique; I was so proud that we were allowed to participate.”
PORSCHE EXPERIENCE |
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At first, Bruce says, he was simply proud that
Sydney was interested in motorsport. “Then I was
proud to watch her race and see her prevail against
men on the track,” he says. It was nice to watch
her progress up close, how she excels in the
car, internalizes what she has learned, improves
from lap to lap. “I think racing is addictive; I am
constantly thinking about Porsche and race tracks,”
explains Bruce and laughs. He tells us how he loves
that he doesn’t think about work when he’s on the
track and that he doesn’t care about his smartphone when he’s there. “All that matters to me
there is motorsport. And of course our lap times.”
The driving styles of the two could not be more
different. “I’m far too impatient to drive slowly
into a curve and drive out of it quickly. Sydney
is a much calmer and more considered driver,”
her father summarizes. However, the lap times
of the two are exactly the same. Thanks to data
analysis, they know that they achieve these
times in completely different ways. “Sydney was
young when she started. I was already well over
40 years old and the instructors had to help me
unlearn many things,” says Bruce.

“I’m far too impatient to drive slowly into a curve and
drive out of it quickly. Sydney is a much calmer and more
considered driver.”
“Our good relationship extends far beyond the race track. We have the same interests, the same sense of humor and are on the same wavelength,” says Sydney. “My
mother sometimes found it hard to sit down with us at dinner. She kept asking us if
we could talk about something other than racing,” she continues, laughing because
they found it hard to do so. Like Sydney’s sister, who became interested in horse
riding at just four years old, her mother fully supports the two racing drivers. “We put
so much passion and energy into our hobby that she just wants us to succeed.” Sydney’s friends also support her and yet many are amazed when they see a rear fender
hanging in her living room. “During my studies, many of the other students shook
their heads when they saw that I had a simulator in my room,” she recalls.
The race starts in an hour. Sydney puts her orange sunglasses with the blue lenses
on her nose and her headphones over her ears. She always listens to the same playlist
before the start of a race. It calms her nerves and helps her to focus. “When you’re
sitting in a car, you have to be connected to it, really feel it. A relationship develops
between you and the vehicle,” she says, pressing play on the music. “Racing takes
you away from everything else in your life. When you fasten yourself in and drive onto
the track, nothing else matters any more. It’s like a moment of chaos mixed with a
moment of clarity.”

Now scan the code with your smartphone and
experience Bruce and Sydney’s story in a video.
experience.porsche.com/familyties
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Her father was a rally driver, her grandmother had a chewing gum factory, and Nela is head of
HR and corporate communications. She loves traveling, art and Porsche. In fact, for her 50th
birthday she will be treating herself to a Cayenne E-Hybrid Coupe in Mamba Green. Nela’s first
experience with the brand was at a track day in Croatia, where she spent the whole day driving
Porsche cars with other women.

NELA’S DREAM PORSCHE:

Text

Christina Rahmes

GREEN

Photos Marko Marinković

Being invisible would be difficult for Nela. When she enters a room, everyone
turns to look at her. Her laugh is infectious. Nela is full of energy. Visitors
to her home in the city of Zagreb in Croatia are immediately inspired by her
positive vibe. Her apartment located in the country’s capital is full of color
and carefully chosen furniture. Fresh flowers and herbs decorate the kitchen. Jazz music plays in the background and a bowl of strawberries entices
visitors out onto the balcony; everything is beautifully arranged. Works of
art adorn the walls; one image shows Nela some 20 years ago wearing red
lipstick, pink sunglasses and with long blond hair. She has always been interested in art, and gravitates toward museums, galleries and studios. Nela
is head of HR and corporate communications at a beauty tech company
with over 3,000 employees in 80 countries. “Two thirds of my colleagues in
managerial positions are women,” says the 48-year-old. She used to travel
all around the world for 20 days each month to places like Sweden, Japan or

PORSCHE EXPERIENCE |
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“TAKING PART IN
THE WOMEN-ONLY
EVENT WAS A GREAT
OPPORTUNITY FOR
ME TO DISCOVER A
VARIETY OF SPORTS
CARS. I FELT VERY
COMFORTABLE
AROUND THE OTHER
WOMEN; WE ALL HAD
A LOT OF RESPECT
FOR EACH OTHER
AND WE HAD LOADS
OF FUN.”

Mexico City. She now manages her team of 30 people from her home office
and admits: “As much as I miss traveling, my new routine has done me a lot
of good.” Nela says that she lives in the moment. She is comfortable in her
own skin and decisive, trusting her instincts to make most of her decisions.
“It makes me incredibly proud that I help the managers of the future to
develop,” she explains. Nela’s day is packed with video conferences. She
speaks to her colleagues in Australia first thing in the morning, before meeting with colleagues in Asia, Europe and then the USA in the evening. “I interact with people from different cultures all day long. I love that element
of my job. People inspire me; I find it very interesting to understand other
people’s view of the world,” says Nela. She also loves to explore the world on
her own terms, but still enjoys staying local and having the chance to make
unforgettable memories closer to home.
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Nela fell in love with the color Mamba Green. She plans to buy her first Porsche in
this color for her 50th birthday.

One of the most exciting things to come out of the more relaxed pace of her home office was a call from a friend who
asked if she would like to participate in a Porsche E xperience.
Nela accepted immediately and thought
of her wonderful memories of being in
the front seat next to her father who
happened to be an amateur rally driver.
“I was never afraid when I was with him
in the car; in fact, the way he controlled
the car fascinated me even as a child.
I always admired my father,” Nela reveals. Nela and her friend signed up for
a women-only event, a Porsche on Track
Ladies Day. In keeping with its title, the
event was first launched on March 8 to
celebrate International Women’s Day. This
track day promises female drivers and
their companions an exciting day on the
4,168-kilometer track at Automotodrom
Grobnik in the village of Soboli. Located
just 15 kilometers from the coast, Automotodrom Grobnik is Croatia’s only race track and offers 18
bends, a track width of 10 to 15 meters and a maximum
gradient of 10 per cent. The Ladies Day participants learn
how to drive fast but also safely.

“MOROCCO IS A
PLACE I WANT TO
VISIT AGAIN; I LOVE
ALL THE COLORS
AND SMELLS. IT’S
IMPOSSIBLE TO
CAPTURE THOSE
SCENTS AND BRING
THEM BACK TO
CROATIA WITH ME,
BUT AS SOON AS I
SMELL ANYTHING
SIMILAR IT TAKES ME
ON AN EMOTIONAL
JOURNEY.”
PORSCHE EXPERIENCE |

| 2022

The instructors at the women-only event start by demonstrating the correct seat position
and where to focus your gaze in order to properly control the vehicle. Next, the participants
have to memorize the cars’ cornering and braking behavior, as well as the track itself, so Nela
and the other participants get behind the wheel of the four-door Macan
Turbo, Cayenne Turbo Coupe and Panamera GTS Sport Turismo models
made available for the event. The next activity on the track is more about
speed since the participants get to drive a 911 (Type 992) Turbo S,
Taycan Turbo S and Taycan 4S. Away from the track, the women have the
chance to put the Cayenne model range through its paces on an off-road
circuit. The track day finishes with more high-speed activities in the form
of slalom and launch control training, and a passenger ride with one of
the instructors. “The way the day progressed was really good; we started
off slow and got faster and faster. I ended up laughing the whole time
in the Taycan out of pure excitement. The acceleration felt like riding a
roller coaster; it was just unbelievable,” Nela recalls. She tells us that she
enjoyed feeling and hearing “the future of cars in the car of the future” as
she attempts to mimic the sound of the Taycan.
Nela is a successful businesswoman
and loves to discover the managers of
the future in her team.
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Nela fell in love with the Porsche Cayenne
E-Hybrid Coupe at the women-only track day.

For Nela, Porsche represents a lifestyle; the brand and the
power behind it fascinates the successful businesswoman.
“I learned more about Porsche on this one day than I had in
all 48 years of my life so far. Taking part in the women-only
event was a great opportunity for me to discover a variety of
sports cars. I felt very comfortable around the other women;
we all had a lot of respect for each other and we had loads of
fun,” she says. Nela fell in love twice that day: first with the
color Mamba Green, and then again with the Porsche C
 ayenne
E-Hybrid Coupe model. She has already decided to treat herself to one for her 50th birthday. She shows us her wrists:
She explains that every piece of jewelry she wears has been a
gift to herself. “Whenever something changes in my life, I buy
myself a present,” she says, laughing about the fact that she
has so many. All of these beautiful mementos remind her of
different phases in her life, and that she never wants to get
stuck in a rut. Nela’s motto is to always move forwards. Full
speed ahead!
Nela puts on a David Bowie
“FOR ME,
song and sits down with a cofPORSCHE
fee on the balcony, enjoying the
REPRESENTS A
view from her top-floor apartLIFESTYLE; THE
ment where she enjoys a level of
BRAND AND THE
freedom that means as much to
POWER BEHIND
her as her opportunities to travIT FASCINATES
el. “Morocco is a place I want to
ME.”
visit again,” she says, gazing into
the distance. “I love all the colors and smells. It’s impossible to
capture those scents and bring them back to Croatia with me,
but as soon as I smell anything similar it takes me on an emotional journey.” Nela grew up in Split, Croatia’s second largest
city, known by the locals as the capital of the Dalmatia region.
Later on in life she worked for a German company and made
frequent business trips to Dusseldorf where she felt just as
comfortable as she did when she eventually moved to southern Italy. “For me, a home is something that you create yourself. Something you carry around with you. It doesn’t matter
which country you are in,” she explains. For example, she feels
at home strolling through ancient street markets in Tuscany,
visiting vineyards and eating nice food. Sometimes her first
coffee on her balcony at home after a long day of work evokes
the same feelings. “I love people, but I also enjoy my own company,” Nela admits. She puts down her cup and stands up,
pointing into the distance to explain that her grandmother ran
a chewing gum factory over there back in the 1950s. Nela
has only recently moved to this street where she has so many
sweet memories. Perhaps it’s another bit of the home that she
carries with her, wherever her journey takes her.
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IN THE
DRIVER'S
SEAT
Text

Elisa Weber

Photos Ashton Staniszewski

Would have loved to be there? Just scan the
QR code and watch the film on your smartphone.
experience.porsche.com/intlWDay
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At the Porsche Experience Centers, the essence of the Porsche brand can be
savored with all the senses. Created to make the brand tangible. And to offer all
Porsche drivers and fans unique experiences that they will remember. The Porsche
Experience Centers in Atlanta and Los Angeles are run exclusively by women. To
mark International Women's Day, the centers hosted a very special event by women
for women. Exclusively for driven women from local communities who inspire, who
are active and courageous, influence and shape their branches. The two Porsche
Experience Centers welcomed them and their female mentors. Porsche thus
values their dedication, their successes and those who guided their trajectory.
Empowerment behind the wheel of a Porsche!

Erin Cloherty (left), Marketing & Business Development Manager
and Catherine Wilkins (right), Employee Engagement Manager
both work at Porsche Cars North America and were
part of this special driving event.

"Huge shout out to Porsche for having us here for a drive experience…
it’s International Women’s Day, and we’re being celebrated, and going
really fast."

"Today, Porsche Experience Center Atlanta made my dream a reality
unlike any other experience I have ever had. My next goal: I’m not just
going to drive one of these, I’m going to own a Porsche one day!"

Maria Taylor, Analyst & Host, NBC and SEC Network

Tonya Rapley, Founder, MyFabFinance & Owner, Club Loofah

"I cannot believe I didn’t know we have this in Atlanta! I’ve never done
track driving before, but I got comfortable real quick in the 911 and
the Taycan."

“I had an unforgettable time celebrating International Women’s Day
with the ladies at the Porsche Experience Center Atlanta. I was
nervous, but ended up dreaming of owning a Porsche!”

Hannah Ross, Digital Creator & Blogger

Theary Louneoubonh, Professional Photographer
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The
Lord
of the
Interview
Lukas Walter
Photos
Tilke Engineers & Architects

Rings

Corners like the Senna S, the Corkscrew and the Parabolica on the Monza
circuit were not created purely by chance. They are generally the result
of meticulous planning by talented track architects, the best and most
famous being Hermann Tilke. Working with his team in Aachen, Tilke plans
and builds race tracks all over the world. His latest projects include the
Jeddah Street Circuit and the Grand Prix Circuit in Qiddiya, Saudi Arabia,
which will replace the street circuit in 2024.
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“The most important element when driving is the
third dimension. You need to experience the compression forces; you need to feel like the car is in
free fall or like you are being flung over the edge of
a cliff.”
Mr. Tilke, how are you getting on
with your projects in the Middle
East? Presumably working through
the pandemic has been a challenge?

Definitely! We’re certainly working slightly differently at the moment due
to issues with travel and quarantine. But several of our engineers and
architects are still visiting the site frequently. I can only visit occasionally,
and even then only for a few days at a time. We first put pen to paper for
the design of the Jeddah Street Circuit back in December 2020 and the
first Saudi Arabian Grand Prix will take place on December 5, 2021. The
speed of the project is exactly what has made it so special: Creating a
complete Formula 1 circuit from scratch within a year is like a race in
itself. It’s been a very exciting project (laughs). We’ve had to go at record
pace. We’ve been lucky to work with some great partners who have already
gained lots of experience running big events over the last few years.

You have designed several different
tracks, including Formula 1 and MotoGP
circuits as well as tracks for Porsche
Experience Centers. What process
do you normally follow when you start
designing a track?

We often have the opportunity to help choose the sites ourselves; ideally
we like to have a choice of two or three. This in itself is a big advantage. We
then hold our initial workshops where we think about what features the circuit could have. This decision depends very much on the site, of course:
The number of height differences and the size and shape of the site are all
things to consider. We also have to think about where spectators will arrive
and how they would get to the site. The position of the sun is another
important factor. Sometimes it’s possible to orientate the circuit so that
spectators in the main stand are not looking directly into the sun at the
start of a race. Once we’ve discussed all these points during several workshops, the basic concept is more or less finished. We then get it onto a
computer, examine how cars will behave on it and create a driving simulation so that we can drive the track. We then start work on the detailed
design and the approval phases, and eventually the civil engineering process begins. We put out a call for tenders from contractors who will help
us build the track. Once we are ready to start construction, we have to
make sure that everything is coordinated correctly and that the project will
be ready on time. But even when the track is finished, we’ve still got work
to do. We continue looking after technical elements of each circuit until we
can gradually start stepping back.

What are the differences between
planning Formula 1 circuits and tracks
for Porsche Experience Centers?

The process is generally the same for an Experience Center track, a Formula
1 circuit and a MotoGP circuit. The main thing we have to consider is that
PEC circuits are used slightly differently; most of the time they aren’t hosting
races and instead they are used for training courses or for Porsche Experience
events. The design of PEC circuits must therefore be interesting to everyone
who drives there, so that includes semi-professional drivers, professionals and
beginners. We’ve developed a tool that allows us to create a driving simulation for the track layout and do test drives once we’ve finished the initial
sketches, which is a very early stage in the planning process. The track is
then tested and checked by Porsche factory drivers as well as our team
members before the design is fine-tuned. This is a fun planning task and the
process works really well. We’ve built six PEC tracks to date. For example, we
built the track in Atlanta in 2015 and it is so popular that we’re now working
on an extension. Hockenheim is another incredible PEC track. It’s got the flair
of the Hockenheimring plus the specialized Porsche track, which is highly
sophisticated. Lots of people love it, both Porsche professionals and drivers
who are visiting for the first time and just want a fun day of driving.
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The race track specialists in Hermann Tilke’s team have been
involved in numerous successful and famous projects. The photo wall
in the Aachen office is a piece of motorsport history.

Circuit design – from vision to concept: Tilke Engineers and Architects is considered the world leader
in race track and test track design. Tilke employs an international team of highly qualified engineers,
architects, consultants and racing drivers to develop unique, state-of-the-art race tracks. “A circuit
includes at least two straights,” says Tilke. “Everything that happens in between must be exciting.”
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“I always drive around the track when I’m on site,
no matter what condition it is in. I just like to see
how it feels.”

In your view, what features does a race
track need to make it feel good to drive?

The most important element when driving is the third dimension. You need
to experience the compression forces; you need to feel like the car is in free
fall or like you are being flung over the edge of a cliff. The camber of each
corner is also really important because it helps the driver to experience
speed. You have to look at how the car behaves in a lot of detail during the
planning stage. It’s possible to build “off-camber” corners, so ones with an
artificial camber toward the outer edge of the track. The rear of the car
becomes very light on these corners and usually results in very strong oversteer. And then you can also build corners with banking, which is the exact
opposite. These are the kind of decisions that we tend to discuss with
Porsche for the tracks at Porsche Experience Centers. After all, these factors are crucial for the mechanical grip that the car creates and ultimately
for the driving experience.

Have you developed any rituals over the
years? Do you try to drive each circuit
yourself at least once as soon as it is
finished?

I don’t actually race on them; I’ve stopped actively racing. My son still races
and he’s also involved in the business. But yes, I always drive each circuit; I
tend to drive them during the very early stages of the construction process
even though the track is still just gravel, and then again at every subsequent stage (laughs). I always drive around the track when I’m on site, no
matter what condition it is in. I just like to see how it feels.

Which car is your favorite for driving on
race tracks around the world?

27 corners, an average speed of 252 km/h and an idyllic setting
overlooking the waterfront in Jeddah. Every inch of the track is
designed to create exciting and unique motorsport events.
The handling course at the Porsche Experience Center Hockenheimring:
19 curves, 2.8 kilometers long, and with top speeds of up to 200 km/h.
Challenging curves and chicanes push the drivers to their limits.
TilkeEngineers & Architects have created a track that inspires. And the
legendary Hockenheimring? Just the width of a gravel bed away.

I would definitely choose the Porsche 911 GT3 at the moment, simply
because it’s so much fun. The GT3 is such a fantastic car and so good to
drive. Sadly I’ve not had much time to try out the RSR yet. Perhaps next
time you ask I might say the Porsche 911 RSR if I’ve had a chance to drive
it properly by then (laughs).
Tilke’s first small project was to
build a short access road at the
Nürburgring, which earned him
600 German marks. Since
1983, his company has de
signed 18 Formula 1 circuits
and 90 other circuits, including
six Porsche Experience Center
tracks. Until a few years ago,
Hermann Tilke raced himself
when he had the time:
Long-distance races and
24-hour races on the Nordschleife were his specialty.
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CANADA
PORSCHE TRACK EXPERIENCE
BOWMANVILLE, ONTARIO

CANADA
PORSCHE ICE EXPERIENCE
MÉCAGLISSE, QUÉBEC

RUSSIA
PORSCHE TRAVEL EXPERIENCE
THE GOLDEN RING OF RUSSIA,
MOSCOW

LUXEMBOURG
PORSCHE ICE EXPERIENCE
LEVI, FINNLAND

GERMANY
PORSCHE EXPERIENCE CENTER
LEIPZIG, CLASSIC CARS & COFFEE

ENGLAND
PORSCHE
SPORTSCAR TOGETHER DAY
FRANCE
SILVERSTONE
PORSCHE TRACK EXPERIENCE
LE MANS SPECIAL COACHING 24H
CANADA
PORSCHE EXPERIENCE CENTER
TAYCAN TEST DRIVE
LE MANS
BOWMANVILLE, ONTARIO
USA
INTERNATIONAL WOMENS DAY
ATLANTA

JAPAN
PORSCHE EXPERIENCE
CENTER, TOK YO

GERMANY
PORSCHE EXPERIENCE
CENTER
HOCKENHEIMRING

CHINA
PORSCHE EXPERIENCE CENTER
SHANGHAI

USA
INTERNATIONAL WOMENS DAY
LOS ANGELES

KOREA
PORSCHE WORLD ROAD SHOW,
YONGIN

A WORLD
OF EXPERIENCE

SPAIN
PORSCHE TRACK EXPERIENCE
VALENCIA

Porsche Experience inspires people all over the world. Fans of Porsche
Experience share their favorite moments, special encounters, personal
challenges and the unique thrill of being in a Porsche on Instagram and
other social media channels.
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AUSTRALIA
THE BEND MOTORSPORT PARK
TAILEM BEND, ADELAIDE
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SUSTAINABLE SPORTINESS
ON THE ROAD
– THANKS TO
eFUELS
The Taycan, Taycan Cross Turismo and E-Hybrid
models from Porsche prove that sustainable mobility
is not a compromise; in fact, it is nothing less than a
thrilling drive. However, Porsche vehicles with internal
combustion engines will still appeal to customersfor many years yet. That is why virtually CO2-neutral
synthetic fuels produced using electricity sit alongside
electric mobility as a key component of the Porsche
sustainability strategy. Vehicles like the 911 will soon
be powered by these new fuels.
Text

Elisa Weber

Photos 	Porsche, iStock

“Haru Oni” is the name of a pilot project in southern Chile run
in cooperation with Siemens Energy and a number of other
international corporations. At this site, Porsche and its partners
are developing and implementing the world’s first integrated,
large-scale commercial plant for producing virtually CO2-neutral synthetic fuels. These “eFuels” are produced from CO2 and
hydrogen. The basic properties of these fuels are no different
than kerosene, diesel and gasoline produced from petroleum.
They can be transported and stored in the same way, and
used to power internal combustion engines with almost no
CO2 emissions. To make this possible, the electricity required
during production is generated from renewable sources.
The pilot project located in the Magallanes region takes advantage of southern Chile’s excellent wind farms. To generate
green hydrogen, electrolyzers run on wind power are used to
split water into hydrogen and oxygen. Next, the plant filters
CO2 from the air and synthesizes it with the green hydrogen to
form methanol, which can then be converted using technology
supplied by ExxonMobil into a type of gasoline that meets all
relevant standards.
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How does Porsche Experience feel about sustainability,
Mr. Lehwald?

THE HARU ONI PILOT PLANT:
FROM WIND POWER TO eFUELS

Sustainability is becoming as much of a competitive factor for tourism
as it is in other sectors. We talk to Christian Lehwald, Head of Porsche
Experience and New Platforms, about how corporate responsibility links
in with the travel and track day events offered by Porsche Experience.
 any people have started making their travel and event choices with
M
sustainability in mind. What impact has this had on the trips and
events offered by Porsche Experience?
The people who book with Porsche Experience also expect Porsche to be
more sustainable and we are looking at the environmental and social aspects
of our events in a lot more detail. There is a growing awareness that we must
protect the environment – among customers and clearly on our part too. This
awareness is also reflected in our strategic goals: Porsche plans to have a
CO2-neutral balance sheet across its entire value chain by 2030.
 hat specifically is Porsche doing to kick-start this transition?
W
Sustainability is at the heart of the Porsche Strategy 2030. Environmental
and social issues, as well as responsible corporate management, play an important role across the entire strategy, so these points also apply to the Porsche
Experience offering. When it comes to reducing our CO2 emissions, we follow
three key principles: avoid, reduce and compensate. This approach means that
all CO2 emissions are avoided or reduced as far as possible. It is only when these
options have been explored in full that we rely on carefully selected compensation measures to take us toward a CO2-neutral balance sheet.
 ow exactly is Porsche Experience making its travel and event options
H
more sustainable?
It all starts at the planning stage. By carefully organizing our event programs and dates, we avoid unnecessary transportation between each destination. We apply the same strategy to the way we deploy our employees:
Our teams stay on-site for longer periods so that they don’t have to travel
back and forth between locations. As you can imagine, these longer stays
have other benefits that are not strictly to do with the environment – they
are more beneficial for Porsche Travel Experience. For example, our employees get to know the destinations even better during their long stays on site
so they can provide customers with even more exclusive tips. A commitment to sustainable practices is also important to us when we are choosing
hotels and restaurants. We deliberately choose restaurants that will serve
our guests seasonal and regional dishes, and we avoid buffet-style meals as
far as possible. This choice generally enhances the culinary experience even
more and it helps to prevent large amounts of food from being wasted.

Porsche takes advantage of southern Chile’s excellent wind farms
to produce synthetic fuel that is virtually CO2 neutral.

A pilot phase will run until 2022 with the aim of producing some 130,000
liters of eFuel. The capacity of the plant will then be increased in two stages:
to around 55 million liters of eFuel per year by 2024, and to around 550
million liters per year by 2026. Oliver Blume, CEO of Porsche, explains the
strategy, saying: “Electric mobility is our top priority at Porsche. eFuels
suitable for cars represent a useful additional solution, provided that these
fuels are produced in places around the world where there is surplus of
regenerative energy. eFuels are an additional component of our path to
decarbonization. The main advantages lie in how simple eFuels are to use:
PORSCHE EXPERIENCE |
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They can power internal combustion engines and plug-in hybrids, and be
distributed via existing networks of fuel stations. As a manufacturer of
high-performance, efficient engines, we can contribute a broad spectrum
of technical expertise. We know exactly what fuel properties our engines
need for them to be operated in an environmentally friendly way.”

Porsche currently buys most of the plant’s green fuel and initially plans
to use eFuel from Chile to power the Porsche motorsport fleet, before
eventually extending the solution to Porsche Experience Centers and
Porsche Experience events. As early as 2022, another pilot project will
ensure that vehicles at several events are powered exclusively by eFuels,
giving participants their first chance to be almost CO2 neutral as they do
laps on a race track, without having to sacrifice the characteristics typical
of an internal combustion engine.

	
Does this mean that sustainable choices actually make Porsche
Experience trips and events even more interesting?
It certainly does! For example, since we started choosing our service
providers based on sustainability criteria, we have discovered several really
exceptional hotels and restaurants. Businesses that prioritize the environmental and social aspects of their own services often have something
extraordinary to offer as well as being wonderful examples of insider knowledge. This approach fits perfectly with our own philosophy, and is exactly
what our guests expect.
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PUSHING LIMITS –
VIRTUALLY

VIRTUAL RACING SIMULATIONS ARE BECOMING POPULAR WITH AMATEUR AND PROFESSIONAL RACING
DRIVERS THE WORLD OVER. THE NEW VIRTUAL TRACK EXPERIENCE NOW ALLOWS EVERYONE TO
EXPERIENCE THAT REAL RACE TRACK FEELING – ONLY VIRTUALLY.

Text

Elisa Weber

Photos Porsche AG

Simulated racing, or sim racing, has long had its place in professional motorsport – more and more young racing drivers train on simulators before
switching to a real vehicle and achieving fantastic results on the track. With
the diverse training options it offers, sim racing is becoming increasingly
popular with drivers who have previously focused on “real” d
 riving on the
race track.
In recent months, stand-by mode has dominated many areas. Real driving
on the track was only possible to a limited extent, if at all. But that didn’t
mean things ground to a halt – quite the opposite: Porsche Experience
made use of the time by expanding its offering with the Virtual Track Experience. This virtual training option brings the race track directly into the living
room. Individual driving skills can be honed and drivers can have fun on the
race track via this virtual approach.

PORSCHE EXPERIENCE |

| 2022

After initial setup on the drivers’ own hardware, experienced instructors
from Porsche Track Experience are available on request to help sim racers during virtual training. They can assume the role of the passenger in
the cockpit or take over the wheel themselves for demonstration purposes.
Racing lines, braking and acceleration points, as well as overtaking maneuvers can all be simulated and trained in the lead-follow format. And unlike
when driving on a real track, limit ranges can be pushed to the maximum
without any risk.

 etting to know the track, training critical maneuvers and driving in realG
world conditions is ideal preparation ahead of an event.
Can the Virtual Track Experience replace the real thing? Of course not! But it
is a fantastic addition to the existing program, offering even more individual
training options and, above all, unlimited fun on a wide range of race tracks.

In addition to the individual coaching sessions, sim racers can hone their
own performance independently at any time on weekly rotating race
tracks – and can get their adrenaline rush too. Racers can apply the knowhow they gain during the virtual sim racer sessions to other racing simulations, and can also use it for the next Porsche Track or Racing Experience.
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BERND

ALEXANDER

ANDREAS

GABRIEL

THE SPEEDSTER WITH THE WATCH

THE COURAGEOUS WOLF

THE MASTER OF PRECISION WITH THE JET HELMET

THE PATRIOT WITH THE LUCKY NUMBER

His lucky number is
seven; the watch on
his helmet shows the
time 10:10. Bernd took
this time from the advertisement because it reminds him
of a smile. The entrepreneur bought himself the Tag Heuer Carrera Heuer
01 a few years ago for his 30th birthday. That was also when he first got
into amateur motorsport. Since he doesn’t wear a watch in the car, he got
it immortalized on his helmet. He loves to drive the Aremberg bend on the
Nordschleife; it’s right up his alley: “You have to approach it fast and drive
out of the bend fast too,” says Bernd, glancing at his watch.

His life motto “never give up!” always
reminds Alexander to
keep pursuing his goals.
During his school years, he
always felt like he was not
good enough. Now, he draws attention to the difficulties he has reading
and spelling to make others in a similar situation feel that, despite dyslexia,
they can make all their dreams come true. The German and Mexican flags
share the sides of his helmet, showing his heritage. A wolf, his favorite animal, is immortalized on the top. A pack animal, hungry for more, always on
the offensive, and victorious. “For me, the wolf face symbolizes the positive
feeling that I get from never having to be alone in racing and always having
a team behind me.”

“It’s never brought
me bad luck so perhaps it’s actually a lucky
charm,” says Andreas
about his old white jet helmet that is covered in small
scratches. When he is not wearing it at Porsche Experience events, he is
taking it for a spin in his 911 GT3. His visor fell off in the middle of a bend at
the Bilster Berg circuit. “It’s fine without it,” says Andreas. The 61-year-old
works as a microsurgeon and specializes in laser eye surgery. Every day is
about precision for Andreas. A margin of 50 µ (pronounced “mu”) is all he
has to play with in his work. Being on the race track clears his head and
completely changes his perspective.

His favorite color
is green; his lucky
number is 21. When
he puts on his helmet,
Gabriel disappears into an
other world. One where all
that matters is the ideal line and winning. Born in Italy, he has been through
levels 1 and 2 of the Racing Experience. The back of his helmet features
his two heroes, Ayrton Senna and James Hunt: “Senna, one of the best and
fastest racing drivers of all time” and Hunt, who always reminds him that
the main point of racing is to have fun. On the top is the Trinacria, the threelegged symbol that represents the three corners of the island of Sicily as
well as the sun and the way of life. A reminder of home for Gabriel – wherever in the world he is racing.

HELMET WHISPERS
While protecting the head, helmets can also convey messages. Racing drivers used to wear
the same helmet design for many years while making history, but today many pros change the
design from season to season. We had a look around the tracks and invited four participants at
the Track and Racing Experience to bring their headgear:
“Show me your helmet and I’ll tell you who you are!”

Text

Christina Rahmes

Photo 	Stefan Hohloch,
Deckbar Photographie
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ELAN AMPHIBIO SKI SERIES Skiers who want to
leave their mark in the pristine snow and the designer
working on the next Porsche share a common goal:
the perfect line. Dynamic and agile, with a timeless
design that looks as good as it feels.

GOOD DESIGN MUST BE HONEST
Professor Ferdinand Alexander
Porsche: “A formally coherent
product needs no embellishment:” In the 1960s, F. A.
Porsche created a legend –
the 911 model. It became an
icon and still shapes the spirit
of Porsche today.
The P‘8479 was even shown
on the cover of Rolling Stone
magazine in October 1981.
The front page featured a
portrait of a well-known
Japanese-American artist
and activist whose signature
look included the P‘8479. The
photo became world famous –
and with it the unique shield
sunglasses from Porsche
Design.

PORSCHE E-BIKE CROSS Porsche is
consistent in its approach to electric mobility on two
wheels as well as four. The organic shape of the carbon
frame showcases the design lines typical of Porsche.
The e-bike unites a thirst for
adventure with style.

VEUVE CLICQUOT VERTICAL LIMIT
Madame Clicquot was a bold businesswoman. She
would not compromise, believing in “Only one quality,
the finest.” That is what makes this monolith from
Porsche Design the ideal solution for cooling your
champagne.
CHROMA KNIFE SET TYPE 301 Almost
no other tool demands precise functionality to the
same degree as chef’s knives. Porsche Design has
made sure that the design of these knives is also a
joy to behold.

There is no better way to explore the essence of the Porsche brand with all of your senses than at a
Porsche Experience event. Stepping into the car, you gaze at the outline of the bodyshell, let your eyes
wander over the instrument panel, grip the steering wheel and prepare to discover the most amazing
roads and race tracks. You immediately understand what makes a Porsche really special: technical
excellence coupled with a clear design strategy – two ideas that have always shaped the Porsche brand.
Text

Elisa Weber

Photos Studio F. A. Porsche

The Porsche brand was built around a quote from Ferry Porsche:
“In the beginning, I looked around, but couldn’t quite find the car
I dreamt of. So I decided to build it myself.” His design was uncompromising, technically excellent and optimized for maximum
performance. His eldest son, Professor Ferdinand Alexander
Porsche – also known as “Butzi” and the father of the 911 design – also had a clear vision when he founded his design studio
in 1972, saying: “A good idea is often surprisingly simple” and

Roland Heiler has been Managing Director and Head Designer at
F. A. Porsche in Zell am See since 2005. He began his career as a
junior designer at Porsche and later became director of the Porsche
Styling Studio in California.
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“Good design must be honest.” In his eyes, this means optimizing the functionality; reducing
form down to the essentials without compromise; transcending familiar ideas to find a new
solution, the best solution, again and again. Porsche Design essentially unites the principles
of these two influential figures from Porsche history – and it has done so for almost 50 years.
The very first product created by the new design studio reflected this unique combination of
functionality and esthetics that still characterizes all Porsche Design products to this day. The
“Chronograph 1” watch was inspired by the pure esthetics of racing car instruments, which
are optimized for maximum functionality and allow the driver to see all important information
at a glance. It is a classic watch design that still impresses customers today. The same applies to the sunglasses in the Porsche Design Eyewear collection, which combine unexpected
functionality with top quality. The P‘8479 sunglasses are a good example, featuring a large
single lens that maximizes the field of vision at the same time as drawing all eyes in the direction of the wearer. The legendary folding aviator sunglasses made of titanium and the models
with an innovative interchangeable lens system and self-locking lenses also demonstrate
what outstanding design icons can emerge from the combination of functionality and esthetics when products are designed at Studio F. A. Porsche in Zell am See. Since 2005, Porsche
Design Managing Director and Head Designer Roland Heiler has ensured that the company’s
portfolio of classic accessories, such as watches, glasses and writing tools, has been supplemented by industrial products, household appliances and consumer goods designed on behalf
of internationally renowned customers. All of these items are united by one characteristic:
They all feature the Porsche DNA.

SOLID FOUNTAIN PEN Every Porsche
is an expression of personal style and individuality.
This Porsche Design writing tool contains an
innovative mechanism in the shaft and its pure silhouette
adds a more unique touch to any piece of writing.
247 BILLIARDS POOL TABLE Absolute
precision is also key at the pool table. Hit it true
and the ball sinks into the pocket. The rules are
simple; the table design has been stripped back to
the essentials, making it sculptural, timeless and
exclusive.

AIRFLY TURBO P1 This product has a minimalist,
aluminum housing – a classic material used in car
construction. The clear division between the handle and the
body means that the hairdryer is easier to use. In addition
to making it visually appealing, state-of-the-art technology
delivers an impressive product.
102 — 103

ADAM HALL LOUDSPEAKER
MAUI P900 Even good sound requires
the right design. This product combines
form and functionality, both
acoustically and visually. And with
a sound professional like Adam
Hall on board with Porsche Design,
a unique visual and acoustic
experience is guaranteed.
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T H E F I R S T F U L LY E L E C T R I C C R O S S U T I L I T Y V E H I C L E

T H E TAYC A N
CROSS TURISMO

The next chapter in the history of the Taycan has already been written. The Taycan
Cross Turismo is 100 per cent electric, 100 per cent dynamic and 100 per cent ready
for adventure. From 2022 onwards, some of those adventures will be with Porsche
Experience.
Thanks to its DNA inherited from the Taycan, the Taycan Cross Turismo captivates
drivers with its uncompromising dynamics and unique driving experience. It’s a sporty,
powerful and reliable vehicle in any weather and on any road surface, whether you take
it on country roads, highways or even off-road. The Taycan Cross Turismo is an elegant
companion for city driving as well as weekend trips in the great outdoors thanks to its
luggage compartment with plenty of space for sports equipment and luggage.
This vehicle features an innovative electric powertrain with an 800-volt architecture
that delivers 460 kW (625 horsepower) in the Taycan Turbo S Cross Turismo and up
to 560 kW (761 horsepower) in overboost mode with Launch Control. The powertrain
accelerates this model from 0 to 100 km/h in 2.9 seconds and helps it to achieve a top
speed of 250 km/h.

The Four Versions of the Taycan Cross Turismo

Taycan 4 Cross Turismo, Taycan 4S Cross Turismo, Taycan
Turbo Cross Turismo and Taycan Turbo S Cross Turismo. The
standard equipment for all four models includes the Performance Battery Plus with 93.4 kWh, adaptive air suspension
with PASM (Porsche Active Suspension Management) and
all-wheel drive with PTM (Porsche Traction Management).
Just Five Minutes

The design of the Taycan Cross Turismo includes the typical Porsche flyline with a roof
line that slopes toward the rear. The unique body shape of the CUV creates even more
headroom for passengers in the rear seats, while the optional panoramic glass roof adds
to the spacious feel of the interior.
The Taycan Cross Turismo is designed for drivers with an active, varied lifestyle; for
drivers who appreciate comfort and dynamic agility; for drivers who like to go off the
beaten track once in a while and for drivers who value sustainability as much as they do
tradition, performance and design.

The Taycan 4 Cross Turismo has a range of up to 456 kilo
meters (WLTP). Under optimal conditions1, it takes just
five minutes at a charging power of 270 kW to charge the
vehicle with enough energy to cover 100 kilometers.
Higher Ground Clearance

Compared to the saloon model, Taycan Cross Turismo
models equipped with the Off-Road Design package offer
up to 30 millimeters of additional ground clearance, making
them perfect for driving off-road.
Smart Cabin Cockpit

Text

Inside, the majority of the mechanical switches have been
replaced with touch-sensitive digital buttons. The instrument cluster on the driver’s side comprises a 16.8-inch
curved display plus control panels on the outer edge. A
10.9-inch central display with Direct Touch Control sits in
the center console. There is also the option to add another
screen on the passenger side.

Elisa Weber

Photos Porsche

1
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 nder optimal conditions: CCS fast charging station with >270 kW, >850 V, battery
U
temperature between 30 °C and 35 °C and an initial state of charge of 5%
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CLASH OF THE GENERATIONS
Is it for the road or the race track? At Porsche, the answer to this question has always
been “both.” Initially this may sound like a compromise, but a Porsche car actually offers
the exact opposite: an exciting symbiosis. The combinations of numbers and letters that
have expressed this interaction have changed many times over the years: from GS, R,
RS, CS and GT, to the latest incarnation, GT3. Combined with those three magical digits
“911,” these letters have always marked out the sportiest Porsche models; the ones
built specifically to offer the most impressive performance on the road as well as on
the track. And that is exactly why the current GT3 models always form the backbone of
many Porsche Track Experience events, whether customers bring their own vehicles to
the track or rent a car from Porsche Track Experience for a day or weekend.

Text

Berthold Dörrich

Photos Katja Dalek
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One of the vehicles that first typified the concept of a 911
being extremely light yet incredibly powerful in order to deliver exceptional performance on the road and on the track was
the 911 Carrera RS 2.7. Unveiled at the Paris Motor Show in
1972, the original plan was to build just 500 units to obtain
a homologation for motorsport, but this initial allocation had
sold out within four weeks. By the end of the production run
lasting just over a year, the total number of units had crept
up to 1,580, which speaks volumes about the success of
the idea that less (weight) is more (of a thrilling driving experience). Especially when that idea still leaves space for
even more engine power and optimized aerodynamics. The

how achieve further improvements with every generation.
Besides its obvious family DNA and the basic concept of
being a rear-engine sports car, the current GT3 has inherited
some other features from the historic RS 2.7. More power,
for instance. In its heyday, the RS 2.7 offered 80 horsepower
(59 kW) more than the basic version. The current GT3 follows suit with 125 horsepower (92 kW) more than the 911
Carrera. Less weight thanks to lighter materials is another
shared feature. The GT3 achieves this with a carbon fiber front
hood. Back in 1972, the vehicle weight was reduced by using
very thin bodyshell panels. The “ducktail” rear engine hood
was already being made of lightweight plastic at that time.
Hohenneuffen Castle and completely validated the “light
but strong” concept in 1967. The RS 2.7, which was originally built only for homologation purposes for participating
in races, still offers an insight into what it must have been
like to drive on a narrow country road in what was Germany’s fastest production vehicle at the time. Almost 50 years
since its launch, the RS 2.7 still feels fast thanks to its low
weight-to-power ratio. It is a joy to experience the way it
bursts out of a bend. It is like you can feel every little stone
through the steering wheel; every little change in the asphalt

most striking exterior feature of the 911 Carrera RS 2.7 was
therefore its fixed rear spoiler – a complete novelty for a series-production vehicle in 1972. Today, almost 50 years later, the spoiler is a clear indication that this vehicle is a particularly valuable specimen from early in the model’s history.
Many of these ideas as well as the visual impact of
the striking rear design have been passed down to the
current 911 GT3 of the 992 generation. Why change a
design that has proven to be so popular and successful? This is certainly not an example of shying away from
progress – the challenge for the developers is to somePORSCHE EXPERIENCE |

| 2022

In any clash between the generations, the RS 2.7 loves a
couple of fast bends on the road or on the track as much its
descendants. We are lucky to have a former mountain race
track that combines the qualities of public roads and racing circuits just a few kilometers away from Zuffenhausen.
The road up to the ruins of Hohenneuffen Castle is 4.2 kilometers long. The long bends, sharp turns and fast straights
are ideal for testing the fast, lightweight 911 concept. The
engineers at Porsche knew about this road a few years before the RS 2.7 was eventually launched. “911 R” was the
designation given to the prototype used by Porsche factory driver Gerhard Mitter as he stormed up the mountain to

through the rear axle. And all this is accompanied by the unrivalled chainsaw-like growl from the six-cylinder engine at
the rear. It is a pure, unfiltered, fascinating driving experience.

Almost 50 years since its
launch, the RS 2.7 still feels
fast. It is a joy to experience
the way it bursts out of a
bend.

In any clash between the
generations, the RS 2.7
loves a couple of fast bends
on the road or on the track
as much its descendants.
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Even the former mountain race track cannot truly test the
potential of the current GT3. There is no better model to
showcase just how much sports car construction has progressed. The current traffic regulations on this road prevent
us from getting anywhere near the 510 horsepower, 470
Newton meters and maximum speed of 9,000 revolutions
per minute that we know the GT3 can deliver. Even though
the castle ruins perched high above us are reminiscent of the

Nürburgring, the fact remains that we are on a public road.
The GT3 has barely got into its stride by the time we run
out of road, so our final approach to the summit is a little
more relaxed this time around. But the experience is certainly enough to inspire us to register immediately for one
of the next Porsche Experience events at the Nürburgring,
where we can push this track tool a little closer to its limits.

The GT3 has barely got into its
stride by the time we run out
of road, so our final approach
to the summit is a little more
relaxed this time around.

In its heyday, the RS 2.7
offered 80 horsepower
(59 kW) more than the basic
version. The current 911
GT3 follows suit with 125
horsepower (92 kW) more
than the 911 Carrera.
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	Starting again is easy with the Track
Experience. Two days with Sigurd, who
quickly surpassed himself.
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124	
100 YEARS FULL
THROTTLE
		Monza – almost no other place
represents pure motorsport in the
same way as the royal park near Milan.
Porsche factory driver Gianmaria
Bruni explains what Track Experience
drivers can expect from this race track.
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G et back on track !

T rack E xperience

At first, he felt weak at the knees –
then he truly surpassed himself.
Sigurd may be a recent convert to the
fascination of Porsche, but now he is a
true believer. The Performance Training
at the Track Experience is open to
anyone, and getting started is less
complicated than you’d think.
We accompanied Sigurd on
his journey.
Text

Christina Rahmes

Photos Klaus Schwaiger
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Sigurd already knows his instructor from the Precision
Training in Leipzig. There is no question that André will
not answer for him over the next two days.

If ever he overestimated his abilities on the Nürburgring Nordschleife, he simply pressed the restart button, then started again – simple! Sigurd had been training for the legendary “Green Hell” in his simulator
in Kitzingen since winter 2020. “The Nordschleife has always been of interest to me. It’s world-famous
and its history spans almost 100 years,” he says, summing up his fascination for the 20.83-kilometer
track. Sigurd tried never to use the safety zones on the 12-meter-wide virtual track. In preparation for
the Performance Training at the Porsche Track Experience, the organizer sent him videos so that he could
better familiarize himself with the 40 left and 33 right turns. “I had previously completed Precision Training courses in Baden-Baden and Leipzig and was very excited about the next stage in the
learning curve,” says Sigurd, whose partner Astrid accompanied him to the Eifel region.
“The topography and the rapid succession of medium-speed and fast curves demand
perfection. There are very few mistakes that the Green Hell forgives,” says the 42-yearold, laughing while he puts on his helmet and listens to instructor André explain the HANS
safety system. It protects against overstretching of the cervical spine and holds the head
back in the head restraint area in the event of strong deceleration.

“I had previously completed
Precision Training courses in
Baden-Baden and Leipzig and
was very excited about the next
stage in the learning curve.”

Sigurd has always been captivated by the Nürburgring
Nordschleife. He has already completed many laps
in his simulator at home in Lower Franconia, and after
a few hours at the Driving Safety Center he can
experience the real “Green Hell.”
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When it rains, the participants learn the best possible line in the worst
possible conditions. Sigurd is happy with the bad weather.

“The idea of driving to the Nürburgring
Nordschleife in my own GT3, taking part
in a Porsche Experience program and
driving the same car back the next day
is awesome.”

At home in the Lower Franconia region of Germany, Sigurd is the fourth
generation of his family to run a printing plant. In keeping with the region,
he and his team design high-quality wine labels. As a graduate in electrical engineering, he grew up with the business and has been in charge for
more than ten years. He is a passionate diver and loves the traveling and
photography that come with it. “I love to photograph animals the most,”
says Sigurd, who dreams of traveling to Africa one day. “And of owning my own Porsche 911 GT3,” he
quickly adds. After all, that kind of sports car would bring the perfect balance to his everyday life. “The
idea of driving to the Nürburgring Nordschleife in my own GT3, taking part in a Porsche Experience
program and driving the same car back the next day is simply awesome,” he says and looks at Astrid,
who confirms what he says with a nod. She enjoys being a co-driver. Yesterday morning – on day one of
the program – she sat alongside Sigurd as he completed various exercises at the Driving Safety Center
Nürburgring. The main focus of the training is on further improving vehicle control. In addition to the
theory section on safety, the lessons include continuous learning and optimized cornering. “Precise braking and smooth steering movements are a matter of practice. Thanks to the professional guidance and
evaluation of my drives, I was able to gain a lot from it,” says Sigurd, summing up his successful learning
experience. On a skid pad covered with water, he trained both his vision and
steering technique as well as his reflexes when making quick counter-steering movements. “That was very exciting, because when I set off I didn’t know
what direction the Porsche was about to move in. Would it understeer or
oversteer? Would the pad skid left or right? It’s a great exercise, not least for
your reaction speed.”

Practical exercises are alternated with theoretical parts, particularly at the beginning
of the training. Instructor André (on the left in the car) demonstrates the correct
seating position. Sigurd (right) has learned a lot from the two days.
PORSCHE EXPERIENCE |
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Sigurd has always been aware of Porsche: “Every little child turns their head
to look at a 911. Its shape is simply unmistakable,” he says. And yet it took
him nearly 40 years to find a true fascination. One day, a friend took him to
an event at the Porsche Center Würzburg, shortly after the current 911 (Type
992) had been unveiled. “That was my first real contact with Porsche and I fell
in love with the brand right away.” He filled out a feedback flyer and it wasn’t
long before he won a test drive in a model of his choice. He chose a 911 4S
in which to spend a weekend exploring the “Romantic Road” in Franconia, one
of Germany’s oldest holiday roads. For him, it was home turf – but still a very
special experience with a sports car from Zuffenhausen. “I never thought a
Porsche would be so much fun on country roads,” he says. Fast forward two
years and he now has the opportunity to drive the new 911 GT3 on the circuit
that has always captivated him.
Sigurd adjusts the seat of the 911 GT3, which he has borrowed from the
organizer for the two-day program. André helps him to find the right position
with his helmet and HANS safety system, and Astrid is already taking her seat
on the passenger side. The entrepreneur is pleased that it is raining: “This
means I will learn the best possible line in the worst possible conditions.” Free
driving will be on the agenda later and Astrid will have to leave the cockpit,
but instructor André first guides the small group of four sports cars around the
track. The track conditions alternate almost as frequently as the peaks and
dips. “Following him is really helpful. He has interesting things to say about
the bends and explains the differences between the ideal lines in dry and wet
conditions,” says Sigurd after two laps behind André. “As a beginner, I steer
far too much and my movements are too jerky, and I’m not always in the right
gear to maneuver the vehicle smoothly into a dip.” The instructor’s tips give
him confidence: By the end of the first day, he has already memorized which
turn to approach in which gear. In the evening, he will look at the data in the
Porsche Track Precision App so that on the second day he can slow down
in places where he accelerated too soon on the first day. “The rear end was
swaying a little today, and I instantly
went weak at the knees. Fortunately, the assistance systems helped me
out,” says a relieved Sigurd. A few laps
later, he had regained his confidence
and was trusting himself and the vehicle. “A few laps in the rain are great for
your confidence because the GT3 feels
completely different on a wet track,”
says Sigurd, who is enthusiastic about the sports car’s capabilities. He asks
about the next program he should take part in with the experience he has
gained – and signs up for the Master Training right away. It’s time for him to
gain more driving experience, optimize his skills and get a better feel for the
sports car. He would also like to get to know some international race tracks,
such as Spa-Francorchamps, so that he can take the theory from the simulator and put it into practice on the track. What remains is his anticipation of the
next event – and the great dream of owning his own 911 GT3.

CHECKLIST FOR BEGINNERS
□ W
 ho can take part in the Performance
Training?
	Anyone who has successfully completed
the Precision Training.
□ H
 ow good do I have to be at driving to
take part in this Track Experience?
	We have the right program for everyone –
to suit your level of experience.
□ Do I have to bring a sports car?
	No, the organizer has a large pool of
rental vehicles. However, it is possible
to participate in your own vehicle and
this is recommended to achieve the best
possible learning outcome.
□ Is it mandatory to wear racing overalls?
	No, the participants wear sporty and
comfortable clothing as well as sturdy
footwear.
□ I don’t have a helmet. Will that matter?
	You are welcome to borrow a helmet, and
we also have a limited number of HANS
safety systems available.
□	
Can I record my achievements on camera?
	You may mount a camera inside the vehicle
if you wish, but not on the body.

“A few laps in the rain are great
for your confidence because the
GT3 feels completely different
on a wet track.”

PORSCHE EXPERIENCE |

| 2022

□	
What do I need to bear in mind if I am
coming in my own vehicle?
	You need to make sure that the air pressure in the tires is suitable for the race
track, that you have a full tank and that you
have taken out appropriate car insurance.
□ Can my child accompany me?
	The minimum age for an accompanying
person is 18 years.

At the Nürburgring Driving Safety Center, the participants learn vehicle control,
vision and steering technique. The skid pad covered in water is perfect for
optimizing high-speed counter-steering.
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□ Will I get a memento to take home with me?
	Each participant receives a training certificate and a gift from Porsche.
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TR ACK E XPERIENCE
DURATION

1–2 days

DATES	
Check the website for the latest
information
OPERATOR

SPORTTOTAL EVENT GmbH

Sometimes, surpassing yourself is not so difficult.
Taking part in the Track Experience is a great
way to do this, as it is organized by level. As
a participant, you can gradually optimize your
driving skills under professional guidance. Guided
by experienced instructors, you can start to find
the ideal line. In doing so, you will examine your
own strengths and weaknesses, learn how to
deal with the challenges of different race tracks
and trust your vehicle and yourself more from
lap to lap. Various events are offered in different
countries throughout the year for all levels of the
Track Experience.

“The rear end was swaying a little
today, and I instantly went weak
at the knees. Fortunately, the
assistance systems helped me out.”

HIGHLIGHTS
□	Take part in your own vehicle or experience the
race track in a Porsche rental car
□	Optimize your driving skills under professional
guidance
□	Progress through different levels
□	Experience the best, most stunning and most
demanding race tracks in Europe

Scan the code with your smartphone for
detailed information.
experience.porsche.com/Track-Experience
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S E R I E S : Legendary Race Tracks: #1 Gianmaria Bruni at the Autodromo Nazionale Monza

Monza
100
Years
Full
Throttle
The Autodromo Nazionale Monza – a place where Porsche racing
teams have celebrated great triumphs. Porsche factory driver
Gianmaria Bruni won his first ever race at Monza. And Porsche Track
Experience participants can now experience this legendary track for
themselves. Gianmaria Bruni explains what awaits them.

Text

Monza, Italy, April 25, 1971.
Porsche on its way to a spectacular double victory in the legendary 1,000 Kilometers of Monza. Pedro
Rodriguez/Jackie Oliver in the 917K win ahead of their brand mates, Jo Siffert/Derek Bell. Here they are
pictured on the Parabolica corner, which, along with other sections such as the Variante Ascari and the
two Lesmo corners, is itself a famous name that evokes the fascination of the track located in the park
of the Royal Villa of Monza. Porsche factory driver Gianmaria Bruni is well aware that: “Fans around the
world are familiar with these corners. And when young racers come to Monza for the first time now, they
take a photo and proudly post: ‘Here I am at the Parabolica.’ Although this corner now actually has a different name. In honor of Michele Alboreto, it is officially called ‘Curva Alboreto.’ Many fans will continue
to say ‘Parabolica’ for a while yet though.”

Gerald Enzinger

Photos Erhardt Szakacs, motorsportimages.com, alamy
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Gianmaria Bruni (39)
is a factory driver for the Porsche
GT Team and a three-time class
winner of the 24 Hours of Le Mans.
He is considered one of the best
sports car drivers in the world.
Originally from Rome, he celebrated
his first big victories at the track
in Monza, visiting the circuit as a
young fan in 1992 before winning
his first race there six years
later and going on to become a
Formula 1 driver.

The discovery of speed begins with
a moment of silence. And stillness.
To truly understand Monza, you have
to get up early. Before a breathtaking world opens up far behind one of the
countless gates to the royal park – a world of noise, lust, passion and life that
races past you at 360 km/h – there is this magical moment of the morning.
The first of the day’s rays conjure up great expectations on a visitor’s face
while also guiding the way into the Autodromo. Somewhere in the middle of
this forest and this park, lies one of the world’s most famous race tracks. The
word “Monza” is universal; whatever language you speak, its meaning is clear:
a life lived to the full and racing in its purest form.
You could not imagine finding the 100-year-old, awe-inspiring Monza circuit
anywhere other than in Italy, especially when you think of the sounds – roaring engines, clamoring people and collective excitement.
GIANMARIA BRUNI is a modest and calm man. Rarely do people sense what a
daredevil he is in the cockpit when they first meet him. Yet this man from Rome
is one of the fastest racing drivers in the world, particularly in the GTE category
in his Porsche 911 RSR. And although his attitude toward the Monza circuit is
surprisingly reserved, he could be considered a human embodiment of the
track: both have this fascinating interplay between calmness and speed.
Bruni’s paths to Monza have always been long. He laughs: “I first came here
in 1992 with my grandpa. We drove through the night from Rome to Monza,
then walked some 16 miles because we had to park so far away, and were
completely fascinated by the vastness of the grounds and the race track. We
watched the Formula 1 and then drove home at night, which was another six
hours.” Exhausted, but happy.

A place to be conquered. Bruni still remembers the first time he saw Monza
on television during the 1988 Grand
Prix: “Ayrton Senna had an enormous lead and then collided with an opponent,
a Williams, when lapping.” He himself drove on this track for the first time in
1998: “My first season as a racing driver in the Formula Campus. It was the
second weekend of the season and I won.” He beams: “I was really good!”
He knows the track inside out, of course, and understands that a fast lap at
Monza starts on the lap before – on the last corner. “You need to come out of
it well. You have to brake late, as late as possible. To do that, you need a car
that is very well balanced and stable.” This is because the start-finish straight
is long and fast, so every inch counts when exiting the corner, because the
earlier you accelerate, the faster you are at the end of the straight. “Your next
job is to get round the first two corners as quickly as possible. There’s a long
right-hand corner before the second chicane where you have to stay as close
to the inside as possible – here every meter you save counts. You could almost
call it a shortcut. And then before the second chicane, the same rule applies
as earlier: Brake as late as possible and get through the left-right section as
fast as possible. You have to exit well – it’s crucial for the two Lesmo corners
that follow: Lesmo 1 and Lesmo 2. In the past, this point was always a gamble, a game of risk, since there was always a lot of light and shade from the
trees. But now the trees have been cut back and while there is still something
of a forest, it no longer affects visibility – there’s a clear view of the track. Lesmo 1 is a third-gear corner, but you have to pay close attention to the track
limits at this point. You have to brake a little before Lesmo 2, keep an eye on

April 25, 1969.
The start of the 1,000 Kilometers of Monza, which became a
duel between the giants, Porsche, and the local matador, Ferrari.
It ended in a triple win for Porsche, with Jo Siffert/Brian Redman
achieving what was at the time the brand’s biggest ever victory
at the Autodromo.

Now he himself is a highly decorated racing driver and the one who walks us
through this most mysterious of race tracks. “Monza is something special, in
many ways. It starts with the names: Curva Grande, Parabolica, Lesmo, Variante Ascari. Modern tracks have corners that were drawn on a computer and
the racing drivers call them: corner 1, corner 2, corner 3.” These are numbers,
not stories. “Regardless of where in the world they grew up, a 15-year-old
racing driver on their first trip to Monza will cry out to the world in euphoria:
‘Look! I’m at the Parabolica!’”
Although most events here occurred decades before they were born, today’s
young drivers sense that this is somewhere special – even when just speaking
of the place.
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Monza Expert.
Gianmaria Bruni and his partner Richard Lietz taking part in the WEC. In 2021,
the two came third at Monza.
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September 9, 1984.
Austrian Niki Lauda in the McLaren-TAG-Porsche leading the field into the Variante Ascari. His victory that day allowed Lauda to inch
ahead of his rival, Alain Prost, by 9.5 points – and ultimately go on to win the World Championship. This (third) World Championship title
in the Porsche powered McLaren, which came five years after his initial retirement in 1979, contributes significantly to the legend of
Lauda. Porsche equipped the driver and team world champions with engines that season. In the background of the picture, you can see the
pedestrian crossing that is part of the former course. Gianmaria Bruni loves this place: “During the tests, fans always watch from there – and
the sound is very special.”

Variante Ascari.
Gianmaria Bruni shows us the ideal racing line at this point. “You
have to drive very cleanly here and gain as much speed as possible
for the long straight.”

there are risks too. I’m curious as to whether
it would be realistic.”

the limits again but also exit as quickly as possible because
after this corner comes a long straight and it is crucial to get
a quick sprint toward Ascari.” Bruni’s eyes are moving, as if he
is steering and switching gears with them.
“Reaching the Variante Ascari is a fun moment, because
at that point there’s this bridge that’s part of the old route.
During tests the bridge is packed with fans.” Not only are
these fans something to see, but also something to hear:
“The sound there is thrilling. Because you brake, then drive
left, then right, then left, and it all has to be done very cleanly.
But at the same time you need to be moving to the right
and giving full throttle. And then it’s down the straight to the
Parabolica,” which, Bruni says, “is still a nice place, but has
too much run-off!”
Too much run-off? This may be true for a racing driver, but an
amateur enjoying a two-day Track Experience here probably
wouldn’t complain much about it. This is where Bruni would
come if he was a fan visiting Monza: “The old Parabolica is
always used for tests at Rally Monza. It’s fascinating to watch
how the World Rally Cars handle themselves here.”
But any trip to the Autodromo is bound to be something very
special: “It’s like walking through a museum and being constantly amazed. You discover so many small and big things
from over the decades: the buildings, the old corners, the old
oval with its banked corner.”
Some dream that this part of the track, which has become
dilapidated in places, will be rebuilt. Would Bruni like to drive
the banked corner as heroes used to do, and as is seen in the
legendary film “Grand Prix” by John Frankenheimer? “It would
be great, you look at what you could do with it, but of course
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Many things are possible at Monza: “The
track has been used for all of the racing series.” Formula 1 has driven here more than
anywhere else, and Bruni was here for the
Grand Prix and many other tests. “I was really
quick on the Ascari and the Parabolica, I always held a good line. The curbs have always
been strategically important here.” Monza
is always a little different, depending on the
type of car you are in: “In long-distance racing, of course, you’re dealing with cars and
drivers from a wide range of categories. You
have to adapt to it; you can’t just focus on your own perfect
lap as if you were driving a Formula 1 car.”
Monza has some special features: “Slipstream driving is obviously extremely important here because of the long straights.
There’s also a lot of luck involved. The ideal scenario is when
the car in front is a fraction faster and carries you along nicely.
That’s essential.” Monza is also about high-speed racing and
the track is so atypical that in many series, like Formula 1, you
will have your own “Monza spec” with very little downforce.
The idea here is that the track is so far beyond all the parameters of the modern circuits that the cars need a unique aero
package. At Monza, this involves an ultra-flat wing for low air
resistance. This produces breathtaking speeds. But the vehicles have extremely low downforce and are barely drivable on
the corners. However, because Monza only has six corners,
speed on the straights is more important than perfect corner
alignment. All of this makes Monza particularly special.
And that’s without even mentioning its unique location in the
middle of the royal park against the backdrop of the Royal
Villa. “There are so many contradictions here. It’s like walking
through a snowy landscape in the middle of winter and then
suddenly hearing a summer fete in the distance. It doesn’t fit
at first, but then there is something quite fascinating about
it.” He smiles. While we are shooting, Bruni also becomes
quite thoughtful. Especially in the Curva Grande: “When you
see aerial shots of this point in the races, it looks as though
everything is a long way away, and spaced out. In reality
though, it’s just 100 meters and then behind the wall is a
municipality called Lesmo. While we’re driving around here
at 270 km/h, normal life plays out over there: People go to
work, take a walk or chat with a neighbor.” And perhaps share
some secrets.

G et back on track !

TRACK EXPERIENCE

TR ACK E XPERIENCE MASTER
DURATION

2 days

DATES	
Check the website for the
latest information
OPERATOR

SPORTTOTAL EVENT GmbH

AUTODROMO NAZIONALE MONZA (IT)
Curva
di Lesmo

Seconda
di Lesmo

Variante
della Roggia

Curva del Serraglio

Variante Ascari

September 7, 1952.
Alberto Ascari winning the Italian Grand Prix. The legendary Parabolica was not the
only place where spectators got to watch this up close. Bruni: “This corner used
to require a lot of courage, but the character of it has been altered now due to the
extensive run-off.” Safety has increased drastically as a result.

Variante del Rettifilo

Curva Parabolica
Start – Finish

Curva Grande

September 5, 1971.
The moment that defined history. Italy’s greatest prize is named in the record
books as the tightest (and perhaps the best) Formula 1 race of all time. In a
slipstream battle like no other, the first five crossed the finish line within just
0.61(!) seconds of each other. The winner: Peter Gethin (BRM). Bruni is well
aware that: “Slipstream driving is more important at Monza than at almost any
other track. You’re forced to position yourself optimally on the straights.”

□	
Track length:
5.8 km
□	
Track width:
12 m
□	
Number of corners: 11
Anyone who watches the big-name racing
drivers in exciting races on the world’s most
legendary circuits no doubt dreams of having the
opportunity to drive there too. With complete
freedom, but also the best training from experienced instructors. Participants are provided with
top-of-the-range video and data analysis – just
like professional racers. This is ideal for applying
new knowledge about how to best use the tires
and chassis to meet your needs. And doing so in
amazing cars while driving freely, with everything
in place and ready for you to execute your best
performance and time – all with that one big
goal: to follow in the footsteps of your idols and
break your own records.

Start-Finish Straight.
Gianmaria Bruni squats at the finish line. Many dramas have played out here – this
is the point where the winners are separated from the losers. “Monza is one of the
tracks where you can only get a quick lap if you manage to execute the last corner
of your previous lap perfectly.”

HIGHLIGHTS
□	
For those who are ready to drive on the
track – without cones or an instructor
□	Lots of free driving on the race track – and
therefore on some of the most famous
stretches in the world of motorsport
□	
Professional data and video evaluation in
small groups and in some cases 1:1 support
from the instructor
□	
Plenty of information about chassis and tires,
which helps to continuously improve lap
times

The Monza Park, surrounded by walls once built by Napoleon, is a mystical
place full of secrets, and many unanswered questions. Bewildered visitors
often feel that they never get to the same or even the right entry gate. The
whole thing is like a maze. And as for the exit, some intuitively feel that they
do not want to find it at all. They would rather stay in this magical place
a little longer to take in the symbiosis between stillness and acceleration.
After all, stop-and-go traffic can be surprisingly gratifying to the senses.

Scan the code with your smartphone for
detailed information. experience.porsche.com/
TrackExperience-Master
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	The Racing Experience begins with
some virtual surprises, then it is time to
get on the race track – an unbeatable
combination.

140 WHEELS AND MEALS
	
A GT Trackday does not necessarily have
to end at the race track. Particularly
when there is still so much to discuss.
And ideally over good food.

13 2 — 13 3
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Ordinary simulators look different than a real Porsche 935 and a 911 GT3 Cup. The
Racing Experience allows participants to practice ahead of time with VR headsets
and also in the digital cockpit. Even with the best possible preparation, one thing
remains true: Nothing can beat the real racing experience.
Text

Christina Rahmes
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The wraparound view makes training
even more realistic.

THE SIMULATOR

“When I first tried our simulators I was amazed at
how real everything felt. The movements of the
seat, the feel of the genuine pedal set, the steering wheel, the feedback. Essentially, you feel as
though you’re sitting in a real car,” says Sascha S.,
a fleet, track and racing specialist at Porsche. Simulated driving has always been his hobby. Unlike in
many other simulators, the seating position is not
centered but on the left, as in the real vehicle, to
prevent so-called motion sickness. The driver sees
monitors in all mirrors in the Porsche 935 and the
911 GT3 Cup. Ahead, they look at three 98-inch
screens with 4K resolution; rFactor 2 is the stateof-the-art software behind it. The 120-degree
angle ensures an exceptional training experience
by offering a wraparound view.
Participants in the Master, Master GT and Racing
Experience level 1 training levels are allowed
to take a seat behind the wheel of the specially
developed simulator to prepare themselves in

the best possible way for the race track. They are
supervised by an instructor with experience of

Participants receive the VR headsets by mail before
the event. This allows them to carry out the ideal
preparations.

 otorsport, who guides them to achieve their best
m
performance in 90-minute slots. “This guarantees
adrenaline, driving pleasure and training success in
a very short space of time. Our simulators are the
ideal preparation for the subsequent driving days
on the track,” summarizes Sascha. “Parallels can
definitely be drawn between virtual and real driving,” confirms Frank, a loyal participant in the Track
and Racing Experience. “When else do you get the
chance to drive a Porsche 935?” says the enthusiast from Leipzig. After all, only 77 such vehicles
were built.
“We use the simulator to make the experience less
stressful for our customers. For most of the participants in the Racing Experience level 1, who are
starting out in the latest Cup vehicle, it is their first
time in a Porsche racing car. It is very reassuring
to get acquainted with the buttons and settings
of the hardware beforehand,” explains Sascha.
After all, the processes are 90 per cent real. For
many participants, getting to know the track via a
simulator also has practical benefits. How tight are
each of the corners? Where should they focus their
gaze? Where might there be blind peaks? “After a
certain amount of time training in the simulator,

most people get into the real car feeling pretty
at home,” says Sascha. The VR headsets are also
ideal for preparation; level 1 participants are sent
these in advance for training purposes.
THE VR HEADSET

“Parallels can definitely
be drawn between
virtual and real driving.”

“It enabled me to memorize not only the corners,
but also the correct gears and speeds,” Gustavo
reveals, and once again puts on his VR headset.
The Brazilian has completed level 1 of the Porsche
Racing Experience. All level 1 participants receive a
VR headset in advance, which allows them to carry
out the ideal digital preparations for five days of
training on the race track. “The VR headset allows
our participants to immerse themselves in the Cup
vehicle; each button is explained with a video,” says
Freddy, Project Manager of the Porsche Racing Experience. Level 1 of the Porsche Racing Experience
prepares participants for motorsport roles and for
level 2; it does so in various ways including helping participants to obtain their international racing
license. It also includes areas such as the track
walk, physiotherapy, mental coaching, vehicle
technology training, safety car training, overtaking
maneuvers and intensive data analysis after each
session. The simulation of a final race is just as important. Wearing the headset – which customers
receive by mail before level 1 – participants can
digitally get into the racing car ahead of time and
familiarize themselves with the complex cockpit
and the numerous buttons. “My favorite button
has always been the ‘Start Engine’ button; after all,
this is the button where the magic happens,” says
Gustavo, who, together with his wife Carol, has
completed level 1. In each explanatory video, they
met the former factory driver and Porsche Junior
Coach, Sascha M., virtually.

KICKED OFF BY CONVERSATION
“I find it important to check what experience prospective participants have and I do this through
telephone interviews,” explains Sascha M., who
works specifically for the Racing Experience as
a Driver Consultant and Head Coach. So it is his
voice that kicks off the level 1 adventure. “The
best preparation for level 1 is our Precision, Performance and Master programs, as well as the GT
Trackdays,” says the 52-year-old, who has now
conducted almost 250 such telephone interviews.
“I quickly develop a sense of whether a prospective participant is suitable or not. From the very
beginning, I considered it important to find out
the motivation behind registering for level 1,” he
continues. It is important to understand whether
the goal is to participate in a Porsche Carrera Cup
in future or to take on a new personal challenge.
In either case, instructors support the participants
and provide them with the best possible guidance from the outset. A telephone interview with
Sascha follows online registration.
His favorite button has always been the “Start Engine”
button, Gustavo from Brazil reveals.

Nowadays, many amateurs – and professionals, too –
bridge their race-free times with virtual motorsport.
That’s why a realistic representation is all the more
important. Porsche’s simulators are as close to the real
racing feeling as possible: from the race tracks to the
details on the vehicle.
PORSCHE EXPERIENCE |
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BOOKING PLATFORM, DATA PORTAL AND IPAD
FEEDBACK

“Once prospective participants have registered
online, we ask Sascha M. to contact those interested in level 1,” explains Florian, who is responsible for the Porsche Racing Experience Level 1 as
Project Manager at Manthey-Racing. Participants
are then given access to the e-learning portal of
the German Motor Sport Federation (Deutscher
Motorsportbund – DMSB). “The next step is a
digital driver briefing, which allows the men and
women to carry out the ideal preparations for the
program,” says Florian. An in-person briefing is, of
course, carried out subsequently on site, but it is
advantageous if participants can familiarize themselves with topics such as the meaning of flags,
pit lane speed, correct overtaking, behavior after an
accident, the racing line and other general safety
rules at home.
All level 1 customers are also given access to a
special data portal where track books, information,
driver evaluation, suggestions for the individual’s
improvement, and videos are stored. “This allows
us to stay in close contact with our drivers at all
times,” Florian summarizes. In addition, the Racing
Experience Team is always open to suggestions
for improvement. After participation, there is the
option to voluntarily complete a feedback sheet
and answer questions on an iPad.

R ACING E XPERIENCE
DURATION LEVEL 1
DATES

6 days

Check the website for the latest
information

OPERATOR

Manthey-Racing GmbH

Many racing drivers get into motorsport through
karting. Others choose the Porsche Racing
Experience. The world of motorsport seems infinite.
So it can’t hurt to have someone to show you the
way. The Racing Experience levels 1 to 3 allow you
to train as a professional racing driver. Obtain your
international racing license as early as level 1. In
addition, you will enjoy the comprehensive program
starting with the track walk, physiotherapy,
mental coaching and vehicle technology training,
and moving on to safety car training, overtaking
maneuvers and intensive data analysis.

“I, for one, prefer getting into a real
racing car. Nothing can beat the real
racing experience.”

HIGHLIGHTS
□	Train to become a racing driver
□	Racing license, track walk, physiotherapy,
mental coaching, vehicle technology, intensive
data analysis and much more
□	Achieve your goal via a three-stage program
□	Develop your skills quickly and safely with
extra driving time

THE REAL RACING EXPERIENCE

The younger today’s racing drivers are, the less
likely it is that they started their careers in a kart.
Many of them start on a console in their childhood bedroom, and later on a simulator. And
many amateurs – and professionals, too – bridge
their race-free times with virtual motorsport. The
more skilled a driver is, the greater the need for
a realistic simulator. “Technical understanding and
driving potential can be optimally trained with the
VR headset and the simulator. And yet you’ll take
many more risks virtually than in a real car. Both
approaches have their own place in the world. I, for
one, prefer getting into a real racing car,” concludes Gustavo. Ultimately, he likes competing for
a real victory and risking a real defeat: “Nothing can
beat the real racing experience.”

Many participants find it helpful to get to know the track in the simulator. After all,
even the visualization looks extremely realistic.

Scan the code with your smartphone for
detailed information.
experience.porsche.com/Racing-Level1
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Wheels+ Meals
S O M E T I M E S I T ’ S W O R T H TA K I N G A D E TO U R . PA R T I C U L A R LY W H E N I T
I S A C H A N C E TO E X P LO R E T H E V I L L A G E O F L E C A ST E L L E T I N ST E A D
O F G O I N G ST R A I G H T B A C K TO T H E H OT E L A F T E R A D AY O N T H E T R A C K
AT T H E C I R C U I T PAU L R I C A R D. A N D W H AT B E T T E R WAY TO S P E N D A N
E V E N I N G T H A N H AV I N G A C H AT O V E R G O O D F O O D.
Text

Christina Rahmes

Photos Matthieu Bonnevie
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Jan locks the white Porsche 911 GT3 that he’s just parked next to the terrace of the “Le Pied de
Nez” restaurant. Originally from Switzerland, Jan has been living in Monaco for almost ten years
so he knows exactly what the restaurant’s name means. For anyone whose French isn’t quite
up to scratch, it translates as “to thumb your nose at someone.” Le Castellet is home to fewer
than 4,000 people and is situated on a mountain ridge surrounded by forest. Vineyards and olive
groves sprawl out into the distance, while the village itself is a maze of winding cobbled streets
and Provençal charm. Jan heads over to Ryan who has just parked his GT3 in striking Shark Blue
on the other side of the terrace. Jan and Ryan have both rented a 911 GT3 from Manthey-Racing.
They are still wearing their racing overalls, having just completed a track day at the Circuit Paul
Ricard here in the south of France. After doing a cool-down lap around the 5.84-kilometer track,
Ryan asked Manthey-Racing Technician Toni to show him how to increase the tire pressure so that
he can drive on normal roads. “That’s the special thing about a 911 GT3; you can take it on the
track and then drive it home,” Ryan explains, who means “home” only in the metaphorical sense
in this case.

The new 911 GT3 demonstrates
how Porsche has tightened up every
characteristic that makes a true
sports car. The new rear wing
creates more downforce than ever
before. The carbon front hood is
still full of tire residue from when
the vehicle picked up rubber on
the track.

The 37-year-old divides his time between the US states of Arizona and Illinois, and bought his
first Porsche in 2009. “It was a 911 Turbo type 996. I will never forget the feeling of driving it for
the first time,” he tells Jan, who he knows from the race track. Ryan and Jan have both already
completed level 1 of the Porsche Racing Experience and now they want to get more experience
racing their sports cars. The GT Trackday is a two-day event organized by the Racing Experience
team exclusively for Porsche GT road and racing cars. The young men enjoy the speed, the safe
environment and the sound of the 4.0-liter, six-cylinder, high-speed naturally aspirated engine in
their cars. The pool of rental vehicles also includes some 911 GT3 Cup vehicles. “I think the skill it
takes to build a road-approved 911 and a Cup vehicle is simply incredible. The performance you
get from a Porsche is just unbelievable,” says the 37-year-old. “I can drive a 911 from Monaco to
the Nürburgring Nordschleife, do 30 laps of the track at full throttle and drive home the next day

The fastest way to learn is by
working with a professional like
Manthey-Racing Technician Toni:
Ryan is shown how to increase
the tire pressure using a tire
pressure gauge so that he can
drive his car on normal roads.

in the same sports car,” Jan says, summing up the experience. He grew up in Switzerland and now works as an asset manager
with a small team that he’s built in Monaco and Singapore. Allowing each individual to work independently is the most important thing for him. He moved to the city state on the French Riviera in 2012, appreciating the nature that surrounds the enclave,
the sense of freedom he feels there and, of course, all the extra sunshine. When he’s not driving his Porsche, Jan spends his
time surfing, playing tennis and golf, or enjoying the sea on a boat. Work is always at the back of his mind; his smartphone
always to hand. But: “When you’re on the track, there’s no time to think about anything else. Each lap is a fresh start. As soon
as one lap is complete, you start from scratch again for the next one,” says Jan. “No other hobby forces me to be in the moment
in the same way as motorsport,” Ryan adds, eating his starter of breaded mussels.
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“That’s the special thing about
a 911 GT3; you can take it
on the track and then drive it
home,” Ryan explains.
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Even the road to Le Castellet makes you feel like you’re
on vacation. This medieval mountain village is a maze of
winding cobbled streets and Provençal charm.

They both consider themselves foodies, particularly as they find that enjoying a good meal is one of the best ways to chat to their friends and
other like-minded people, whether in their free time or for work. “I also think that good food creates lasting memories,” says Jan, who is instantly
reminded of his grandmother’s cooking when he smells certain things. He raves about the simple style of food that you get on the French Riviera,
such as Provençal potatoes, green beans, light summer salads and Côte de Boeuf, perhaps the best rib-eye steak in Europe. Ryan laughs, safe in
the knowledge that you can’t beat the Americans when it comes to barbecue meat. Like Jan, he also invests in real estate, works long hours and
has come to realize how much he appreciates the time he spends outside the office. “My first time on the track was almost 13 years ago and since
then I’ve not stopped thinking about motorsport,” says the Porsche fan from the States, who decorated the hood of his GT3 RS from 2019 with
the Grinch cartoon character. “I wanted to make my nieces and nephews laugh at Christmas – and it worked.” Ryan and his friend Kevan signed up
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| 2022

144 — 145

For information about consumption and CO₂ emissions, refer to page 151.

N o G uts . N o S tory .

RACING EXPERIENCE

In line with the motto
“carpe secundum” – get the
most out of every second –
Porsche has once again
intensified everything on the
911 GT3.
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for level 1 of the Racing Experience back in 2020. “Those five days changed my life,” he tells Jan. “Since I did that course, I think about racing every
day. Not a single day goes by when I’m not thinking about the race track and Porsche,” he says. Jan nods in complete agreement. Ryan reveals that
he wants to do many more GT Trackdays. “The Racing Experience gave me the opportunity to make new friends and gain a lot of confidence. My
driving style has really improved,” he explains. He still has a very clear memory of the moment that Porsche changed his life: “I was riding alongside
Jörg Bergmeister in a GT2 RS. I still can’t believe that someone can control a car so perfectly.”
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After many laps of the Circuit
Paul Ricard, Ryan and Jan
spend the evening at the “Le
Pied de Nez” restaurant.

Monacan-by-choice Jan has also sat in the passenger seat next to the Porsche brand ambassador. “You learn so much sitting next to a professional; it’s helped me a lot. The data analysis is really informative too,” says Jan, who quickly memorized the recommendations from his personal
instructor and his racing engineer. He booked both of these trainers from the Manthey-Racing team as options for customizing his GT Trackday. It
didn’t take long for him to see that implementing their tips took his driving to a new level compared to his reference lap. “I have a very analytical
job that is based on cold, hard facts – I’m a data and numbers man through and through,” he explains. He feels really well looked-after by the
team and the instructor, and appreciates the honest feedback from the professionals. “For example, when I lose a whole second on corner 12
because I brake too early, I immediately implement their tips and do better on the next lap. If you’re willing to understand the analyses and do
what they suggest, you can really improve.”
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IMPRINT

PORSCHE GT TR ACKDAY
DURATION

Both young men have already been on several track days. They can no longer imagine a
life without race tracks, sports cars, the intoxicating speeds and the opportunity to drive
as fast as they can. Not a day goes by without them thinking about Porsche. While Ryan
is already planning his next GT Trackday events, Jan is thinking about competing in an
entire race season as part of the Racing Experience level 2. But that’s a dream for another
day. For now, fully mastering the track at Circuit Paul Ricard in his Porsche is his main
objective, and one that gives him plenty more opportunities to work on himself, to switch
off and get lost in the moment; to forget about everything else that’s going on. Much like
when he’s enjoying great food with his buddy – just with a bit more adrenaline on the side.
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A road-approved Porsche GT is a pleasure to drive
wherever you are, capable of mastering a mountain pass or an unexpected detour in equal measure. However, the best, and safest, place to put
your own GT road or racing car through its paces
is in its natural habitat: on the most beautiful race
tracks in Europe during a track day. And if you
also feel like doing a few laps in a racing car like
the 718 GT4 Clubsport or the 911 GT3 Cup, the
GT Trackday is the event for you.
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Stammheimer Straße 31

718 Cayman GT4, fuel consumption in l/100 km: urban 15,0–13,7; extra urban 8,5–8,1;
combined 10,9–10,2 (NEDC), 11,1–10,7 (WLTP); CO 2 emissions in g/km: combined 249–232 (NEDC),
251–242 (WLTP)
911 Carrera, fuel consumption in l/100 km: urban 12,9; extra urban 7,4; combined 9,4 (NEDC),
10,8–10,3 (WLTP); CO 2 emissions in g/km: combined 215 (NEDC), 245–233 (WLTP)

HIGHLIGHTS
□	
Unforgettable experiences on the most
beautiful circuits in Europe
□	
Enjoy driving at full speed in a safe
environment
□	
Customize your day by booking your own pit,
a racing mechanic, instructor or rental car

911 Carrera S, fuel consumption in l/100 km: urban 14,5–12,9; extra urban 7,7–7,3; combined 10,0–9,6 (NEDC),
11,1–10,1 (WLTP); CO 2 emissions in g/km: combined 227–220 (NEDC), 251–229 (WLTP)
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911 Turbo S, fuel consumption in l/100 km: urban 15,5; extra urban 8,6; combined 11,1 (NEDC), 12,3–12,0 (WLTP);
CO 2 emissions in g/km: combined 254 (NEDC), 278–271 (WLTP)
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Cayenne E-Hybrid Coupé, fuel consumption in l/100 km: combined 2,6–2,5 (NEDC), 3,7–3,2 (WLTP, weighted);
CO 2 emissions in g/km: combined 60–58 (NEDC), 85–73 (WLTP, weighted); electricity consumption in
kWh/100 km: combined 22,4–22,0 (NEDC), 26,5–25,4 (WLTP, weighted); electric range WLTP in km: 41-43 (EAER);
43-47 (EAER urban)
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Cayenne Turbo Coupé, fuel consumption in l/100 km: urban 15,5; extra urban 9,3; combined 11,6 (NEDC),
14,1–13,5 (WLTP); CO 2 emissions in g/km: combined 264 (NEDC), 319–307 (WLTP)
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E-Hybrid models, fuel consumption in l/100 km: combined 3,3–2,0 (NEDC), 4,1–2,0 (WLTP, weighted);
CO 2 emissions in g/km: combined 76–47 (NEDC), 92–45 (WLTP, weighted);
electricity consumption in kWh/100 km: combined 23,5–17,0 (NEDC), 26,5–22,6 (WLTP, weighted);
electric range WLTP in km: 39–56 (EAER); 40–56 (EAER urban)
Taycan 4S, electricity consumption in kWh/100 km: combined 27,0–26,2 (NEDC),
26,0–21,0 (WLTP); CO 2 emissions combined in g/km: 0 (NEDC), 0 (WLTP);
electric range in km: 335–464 (WLTP); 383–524 (WLTP urban)
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911 Carrera models, fuel consumption in l/100 km: urban 15,4-12,6; extra urban 8,0-7,3; combined 10,6–9,4
(NEDC), 11,4–10,1 (WLTP); CO 2 emissions in g/km: combined 242–215 (NEDC), 259–229 (WLTP)

Panamera Turbo S, fuel consumption in l/100 km: urban 14,9-14,8; extra urban 8,5-8,4;
combined 10,8–10,7 (NEDC), 13,2–12,8 (WLTP); CO 2 emissions in g/km: combined 247–245 (NEDC),
298–290 (WLTP)
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Panamera GTS Sport Turismo, fuel consumption in l/100 km: urban 15,5–15,4;
extra urban 8,5-8,3; combined 11,1–10,9 (NEDC), 13,2–12,3 (WLTP);
CO 2 emissions in g/km: combined 253–248 (NEDC), 300–280 (WLTP)

Scan the code with your smartphone for
detailed information.
experience.porsche.com/GT-Trackday

Germany

911 Carrera 4S, fuel consumption in l/100 km: urban 14,8–13,1; extra urban 7,8–7,4; combined 10,1–9,7 (NEDC),
11,1–10,2 (WLTP); CO 2 emissions in g/km: combined 231–222 (NEDC), 253–231 (WLTP)

911 GT3, fuel consumption in l/100 km: urban 19,2-17,3; extra urban 9,9–9,5; combined 13,3–12,4 (NEDC),
13,0–12,9 (WLTP); CO 2 emissions in g/km: combined 304–283 (NEDC), 294–293 (WLTP)

Jan (left) and Ryan find it
difficult to imagine a life without
Porsche. Their fascination with
Porsche sports cars
started many years ago.
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Taycan Turbo S, electricity consumption in kWh/100 km: combined 28,5 (NEDC), 25,6–24,3 (WLTP);
CO 2 emissions combined in g/km: 0 (NEDC), 0 (WLTP); electric range in km: 390–416 (WLTP);
434–477 (WLTP urban)

Any reproduction, distribution or other use is prohibited without advance written permis-

Taycan Sport Saloon models, electricity consumption in kWh/100 km: combined 28,7–26,2 (NEDC),
26,6–20,4 (WLTP); CO 2 emissions combined in g/km: 0 (NEDC), 0 (WLTP);
electric range in km: 335–484 (WLTP); 382–524 (WLTP urban)

Porsche, the Porsche Crest, 718, 911, Carrera, 918 Spyder, Boxster, Cayman, Cayenne,

Taycan Turbo S Cross Turismo, electricity consumption in kWh/100 km: combined 29,4 (NEDC), 26,4–24,4 (WLTP);
CO 2 emissions combined in g/km: 0 (NEDC), 0 (WLTP); electric range in km: 388–419 (WLTP);
460–495 (WLTP urban)
Taycan Cross Turismo models, electricity consumption in kWh/100 km: combined 29,4–28,1 (NEDC),
26,4–22,4 (WLTP); CO 2 emissions combined in g/km: 0 (NEDC), 0 (WLTP); electric range in km: 388–456 (WLTP);
438–541 (WLTP urban)
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